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WRl/GGIJTTS-'  S HI "P 7*1  JVC  T"RAT>E. 

The  Export  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  will  be  published  on  March  9.  The  recent  Board 
of  Trade  Returns  testify  to  the  extraordinary  growth 
of  the  export  trade  from  this  country,  chemicals,  medicines, 
and  allied  products  showing  in  1906  more  than  the  general 
average  increase  in  quantities  and  values ;  and  doubtless  a 
large  share  of  the  future  trade  could  be  obtained  by  special 
efforts  on  the  part  of  our  advertisers  to  place  their  goods  well 
before  the  trade  in  this  number.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
circulation  to  subscribers,  copies  will  be  sent  to  the  buyers  in 
the  principal  Export  Shipping  Offices  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  Publisher  will  be  glad  to  give  any  further 
information  regarding  the  Number  on  application.  • 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  Important 

matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 

what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in 
the  first  column. 


The  latest  store-prices  (A.  &  N.  and  C.  S.)  are  quoted  on 
p.  212. 

Sir  David  Gamble.  Bart.,  the  well-known  alkali-manu- 
facturer, is  dead  (p.  220). 

Our  Early-closing  Notes  from  New  Zealand  and  Victoria 
are  interesting  (p.  217). 

Some  interesting  facts  about  dentistry  by  Mr.  H.  Creemer 
Cooper,  M.R.C.S.,  are  reported  on  p.  234. 

The  names  of  those  who  passed  the  Apothecaries'  Assist- 
ants' examination  last  month  are  printed  on  p.  212. 

The  "  Tablone  "  trade-mark  matter  has  been  brought  to  a 
close  by  the  Capsuloid  Co.  giving  up  the  word  (p.  218). 

Peru  Balsam  and  Copaiba  are  scarce  and  adulterated  ;  hence 
the  notes  about  them  on  p.  227,  which  buyers  should  read. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington,  of  Kensington,  was  elected  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societv  on  Wednesday 
(p.  230). 

A  Quarter  of  a  Million  a  year  is  spent  by  enterprising 
manufacturers  who  wish  to  get  at  doctors  in  the  United  King- 
dom (p.  229). 

A  Look  Ahead  at  the  Chemists'  Register  shows  that  by 
1920  there  mav  be  only  12,500  names  on  it,  compared  with 
15,943  now  (p.  227). 

Hints  on  Hospital  Dispensing  are  continued  by  Dr.  L.  F.. 
Hemmans  in  a  letter  on  p.  241,  where  also  are  corrections  of" 
recently  published  formulas. 

An  unqualified  assistant  in  the  employ  of  a  Liverpool  phar- 
maceutical chemist  has  had  to  pay  two  fines  of  51.  each  for 
selling  poisonous  patents  (p.  218). 

"  Xrayser  "  discusses,  among  other  topical  subjects,  the 
Glasgow  trouble  about  prescription  prices,  and  gives  some 
sound  advice  on  the  matter  (p.  225). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  drafted  a  scheme  of  con- 
ferences with  representatives  of  local  associations,  the  first  to 
be  in  London.    For  details  see  p.  231. 

The  Tuberculosis  Commission  has  issued  a  second  report  on. 
its  investigations,  which  conclusively  proves  that  bovine- 
tuberculosis  is  communicable  to  man  (p.  229). 

The  President  of  the  Chemical  Society  has  expressed  regret 
that  chemical-manufacturers  do  not  seem  keen  to  use  the 
new  duty-free  alcohol  facilities.    Is  it  so?  (p.  224). 

Dr.  Donald  MacAlister,  President  of  the  General  Medical' 
Council  and  Chairman  of  the  B.P.  Committee,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Principal  of  Glasgow  University  (p.  221). 

Dmitri  Ivanovitch  Mendeleeff,  the  scientific  seer  who 
formulated  the  periodic  system  of  the  elements,  died  in 
St.  Petersburg  last  Saturday.  A  sketch  of  his  career  is  given 
on  p.  228. 

At  Blackburn  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
for  the  borough  gave  his  views  to  the  local  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion on  the  advisability  of  simplifying  the  imperial  system 
of  weights  and  measures  (p.  235). 

"A  Truce"  is  the  title  which  Mr.  James  Reid  gives  to  a 
communication  respecting  pharmacy  legislation.  He  thinks 
the  Bill  should  be  given  a  rest  for  a  session  (p.  241).  We  dis- 
cuss the  position  on  p.  226. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower,  the  new  President  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association,  in  his  address  on  taking  the  chair, 
discussed  pharmacopoeia  revision,  and  made  several  sugges- 
tions for  bettering  the  B.P.  (p.  234).  Mr.  Hornblower's  por- 
trait is  given  on  p.  233. 

"  Manifest  Misconceptions  "  occur  in  the  report  of  the 
Privy  Council  Visitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical  examinations  in 
Scotland.  So  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
said,  without  reference  to  Dr.  Balfour  Marshall's  distinction 
in  a  certain  department  of  medical  practice  (p.  232). 

Market  Changes  are  numerous  this  week  ;  the  most  im- 
portant is  a  rapid  advance  in  copaiba.  Citric  and  oxalic 
acids,  alum,  bergamot  and  sassafras  oils,  and  grey  sarsa- 
parilla  are  all  dearer.  Quinine  in  second-hands  has  sagged. 
Castor  oil  is  easier.  Pilocarpine,  eserine,  jalapin,  and  cocoa- 
butter  are  lower.  Bromides  and  phenaeetin  are  worth  watch- 
ing (p.  237). 
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Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting-  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Brevities. 

The  guarantee  fund  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  Manchester 
next  July  has,  it  is  said,  reached  about  400/. 

William  Edwards,  described  as  a  chemist,  was  charged  at 
Plymouth  on  January  31  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide 
by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  razor.  The  case  was  dismissed 
on  Edwards's  friends  promising  to  send  him  to  a  home. 

The  dead  bodies  of  three  foxes  were  found  outside  the 
boundaries  of  the  Weald  Hall  estate  at  Brentwood  on 
February  4,  examination  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  proving 
that  each  had  been  poisoned  with  strychnine. 

The  "  Star,"  in  its  issue  of  January  30,  states  that  it  has 
ibeen  asked  to  communicate  with  a  missing  husband  in  these 
terms  :  "  Alf .  C. — Should  this  meet  your  eye,  the  foreman 
.at  the  Saccharine  Works  wants  you;  there  is  a  long  job. 
Bessie,  Southam  Street,  London." 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Sir  Michael  Foster,  K.C.B.,  took 
place  at  Huntingdon  on  February  2.  At  a  memorial  ser- 
vice, held  in  the  church  of  St.  James,  Piccadilly,  Lord 
Rayleigh,  Sir  William  Crookes,  Lord  Reay,  and  Professor 
Raphael  Meldola  were  among  those  present. 

After  purchasing  threepennyworth  of  spirit  of  salt, 
ostensibly  for  household  purposes,  at  the  pharmacy  of  Mr. 

C.  Chorley,  New  Maiden,  on  February  1,  a  servant  girl 
attempted  to  drink  it.  Mr.  Chorley  knocked  the  bottle  from 
the  girl's  hand  and  promptly  administered  an  emetic. 

The  Yarmouth  Education  Committee  on  February  5  de- 
tided  to  order  scientific  apparatus  and  chemicals  to  the  value 
of  100/.,  for  the  laboratory  at  the  Edward  Worlledge  School, 
■  of  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer,  of  London,  through  Mr.  A. 
Howard,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  Quay. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Wymondham 
Parish  Council  at  the  meeting  on  January  31  : 

That  this  Council  desires  to  place  on  record  its  regret  at 

the  loss  it  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Bird 

Alpe,  and  wishes  to  express  its  sympathy  with  his  widow  and 

family  in  their  bereavement. 
Mr.  Alpe  had  been  in  business  as  chemist  and  druggist  at 
Wymondham  for  twenty-six  years,  and  died  in  August  last, 
as  reported  in  our  issue  of  September  1  (p.  361). 

Poor-law  Medicines. 
The    Metropolitan    Counties    Branch    of    the  British 
Medical  Association  has  resolved  : 

That  the  present  system  of  requiring  Poor-law  medical 
officers  to  pay  out  of  their  salaries  for  drugs,  including 
serums,  and  for  surgical  appliances,  is  unsatisfactory. 

A  deputation  from  the  Association  attended  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  Poor-laws  on  January  29,  and  submitted  a 
statement  (backed  by  evidence)  which  contained  the  fol- 
lowing : 

The  salary  of  Poor-law  medical  officers  should  be  made 
entirely  independent  of  the  supply  of  drugs,  serums,  sur- 
gical appliances,  and  other  materials,  and  should  be  fixed  in 
consideration  of  medical  attendance  and  medical  services 
only. 

Drugs  and  other  materials  should  be  provided  under 
separate  contracts,  which  may  be  made,  as  circumstances 
may  render  advisable  in  different  districts,  either  with  the 
doctor  himself,  with  chemists,  or  otherwise. 

In  the  interests  of  public  health  it  is  particularly  desir- 
able that  provision  be  made  at  the  public  expense  for  the 
supply  of  substances,  such  as  antidiphthcritic  serum,  which 
are  necessary  for  checking  infectious  disease. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  following  candidates  have  been  granted  the  certifi- 
cate of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary 
in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  :  T.  B.  Ashton, 

D.  A.  Ball,  A.  M.  Beebv,  S.  M.  Bonser,  M.  Buckler,  H.  A. 
Pullers,  T.  E.  Davey,  M~.  D.  R.  Ewen,  M.  A.  Ford,  H.  Giles, 

E.  N.  Greenwood,  L.  G.  Grimes,  H.  A.  E.  Hancock,  M.  W. 
Hawthorn,  A.  S.  Hoare,  N.  Hodgson,  M.  Holford,  E.  A. 
Jacques,  J.  Jenkins,  E.  Kerr,  M.  E.  Kite,  H.  Lupton,  E.  L. 
Mackintosh,  A.  Miller,  G.  N.  C.  Orchard,  M.  L.  Rickards, 


J.  W.  Simpson,  G.  Spalding,  E.  H.  Tayler,  A.  Thomson, 
N.  L.  AVhite,  C.  H.  Woodward,  H.  Yates. 

South  African  Products'  Exhibition. 
This  exhibition  is  to  be  opened  by  the  King  at  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  February  23, 
at  4  p.m.,  and  it  will  remain  open  until  March  16  (except 
March  5)  daily  from  11  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  (admission  1*.),  and 
6  to  10  p.m.  (admission  6d.).  The  exhibition  promises  to 
be  interesting,  and  there  will  be  some  things  in  it  directly 
connected  with  the  drug-trade.  Thus  from  Cape  Colony 
there  will  be  tobacco  and  cigars,  medicinal  waters  from  the 
hot  springs  of  the  Western  Province,  bark  for  tanning, 
linseed,  wax  berries,  gums,  etc. ;  from  Natal  medicinal  and 
succulent  plants,  rubber,  vegetable  ivory,  etc. ;  from  the 
Transvaal  tobacco,  fruits,  ores,  etc. ;  from  Rhodesia 
tobacco,  rubber,  ground-nuts,  castor-oil  beans,  etc. ;  and 
from  Orange  River  Colony  tobacco.  Government  repre- 
sentatives from  each  Colony  will  be  in  charge  of  the  respec- 
tive groups  of  exhibits. 

Store-prices. 

The  following  alterations  in  prices  are  noted  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  circular  : 

Antitoxine  tablets,  Is.  id.  and  4s.  per  bot. ;  Fairchild's 
panopepton,  3s.  8d.  per  bot. ;  tartaric  acid,  Is.  id.  per  lb. ; 
medicated-paper  handkerchiefs  (packets  for  the  pocket), 
8cZ.  each;  cuticle  cream  (for  softening  skin  at  base  of  nail), 
Is.  per  jar;  Khala  (hygienic  cream  and  skin  food),  Is.  10rZ. 
and  3s.  3c7.  per  box;  do.  "  Baba "  brand  (for  massage), 
3s.  9(7.  per  pot. ;  conversation-tubes,  silk  covered,  3g-ft. 
long,  14s.  6cZ.  each ;  5^  ft.,  18s.  bd.  each  ;  pocket  ear-trumpet, 
nickelled,  2j  in.  diameter,  9s.  each;  "Midget"  aerating 
machine,  107.  10s.  each. 

The  Civil  Service  Stores'  February  prices  include  : 

Camphor,  4s.  6cZ.  per  lb.  in  1-oz.  tablets,  4s.  4c7.  per  lb.  in 
blocks ;  Plantol  soap,  natural  bouquet,  4j(7.  per  tablet, 
Is.  Id.  per  box  of  tkree  tablets ;  Crown  Perfumery  Co.'s 
buttermilk  soap,  Is.  lid.  per  dozen  tablets,  white-oatmeal 
soap,  3jc7.  per  tablet;  Wright's  C.  T.  shaving,  8d.  per  stick 
or  cake;  Field's  United  Service  soap.  Is.  3r7.  per  box  of 
three  tablets;  Hoff's  malt  extract,  Is.  3t7.  per  bot.,  14s.  6d. 
per  dozen ;  tonquin  beans,  5d.  per  oz. 

Special  Water-rate. 

In  February  1906  the  Watford  Urban  District  Council 
decided  to  make  an  extra  charge  upon  doctors,  chemists, 
dentists,  and  butchers  who  use  water  for  trade-purposes. 
Dr.  S.  I.  Lightfoot,  Station  Road,  Watford,  was  one  of 
those  upon  whom  the  charge  fell,  and  when  the  second 
instalment  of  10s.  became  due  he  refused  to  pay  it.  He 
was  accordingly  summoned  for  the  10s.,  and  answered  the 
charge  at  the  local  police-court  on  Tuesday,  February  5, 
successfully  convincing  the  Magistrates  that  before  the 
special  charge  could  be  enforced  from  him  a  special  agree- 
ment to  that  effect  must  be  proved.  He  asked  the 
Council's  Clerk,  "If  a  clergyman  baptises  a  child,  would 
you  say  the  water  in  that  case  was  being  used  for  trade- 
purposes  ?  "  The  Magistrates  decided  that  no  agreement 
to  pay  the  special  charge  existed,  and  the  summons  was 
therefore  dismissed,  with  costs. 

Remitting  the  Rent. 

In  connection  with  the  Holborn  and  Strand  improvement, 
the  London  County  Council  agreed  that  Messrs.  J.  J.  Griffin 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  chemical  apparatus,  should 
retain  possession  of  their  premises  in  Sardinia  Street  until 
March  last,  by  which  date  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
new  premises  of  the  company  in  Kemble  Street  and  Kean 
Street  would  be  ready  for  occupation.  Owing  to  delays, 
however,  in  the  erection  of  these  buildings,  Messrs.  Griffin 
were  not  able  to  vacate  their  premises  in  Sardinia  Street 
until  August,  so  they  were  paying  the  Council  a  double  rent 
from  March  to  the  month  named — 6007.  a  year  for  Sardinia 
Street  and  800/.  a  year  for  Kemble  Street  and  Kean  Street 
premises.  The  Improvements  Committee,  having  considered 
the  matter,  has  decided  to  remit  the  rent  (2437.  13*.)  for  the 
months  in  question  in  respect  of  the  Sardinia  Street 
premises. 

London's  Water-supply. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 
a  report  respecting  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Board's 
laboratory  during  the  twelve  months  ended  October  31, 
1906,  was  submitted,  this  being  the  first  completed  year  since 
the  establishment  by  the  Board  of  their  own  scientific  depart- 
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ment  for  the  examination  of  London  waters.  In  the 
twelve  months  11,487  samples  of  water  were  examined  either 
chemically  or  bacteriologieally.  exclusive  of  529  samples 
collected  for  special  purposes.  The  report  stated,  inter  alia, 
that  the  processes  of  subsidence  and  nitration  effect  the 
almost  entire  removal  of  the  suspended  matters,  reduce 
colour  to  a  marked  extent,  and  bring  about  a  great  reduction 
in  the  original  amount  of  organic  matter.  Bacteriologieally, 
the  total  number  of  microbes  is  reduced  about  98  per  cent., 
B.  coli  at  least  one-hundredfold,  and  the  ratio  of  typical 
B.  coli  to  coli-like  microbes  (of  all  sorts)  is  altered  in  the 
right  direction. 

The  Feeding  of  Infants. 
At  the  Institute  of  Hygiene,  34  Devonshire  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  February  6,  Dr.  Robert  Hutchison  lectured 
before  a  crowded  audience,  mainly  composed  of  nurses,  on 
"  Infant  Feeding."  Dr.  Thresh  presided,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  Dr.  Hutchison  dilated  upon  the  importance 
of  proceeding  upon  a  definite  plan  when  artificial  feeding 
is  necessary.  If  the  child  is  healthy  cow's  milk  should  first 
be  tried.  If  too  strong  a  mixture  of  half  cow's  milk  and 
half  water  should  be  given.  The  digestibility  of  the  milk 
may  be  increased,  if  necessary,  by  the  addition  of  1  grain  of 
sodium  citrate  to  1  oz.  of  milk.  This  failing,  good  con- 
densed milk  in  the  proportion  of  1  dr.  to  3  oz.  of  water 
and  1  dr.  of  cream  added  should  be  given.  The  con- 
densed milk  employed  (and  there  are  at  least  four  reliable 
brands  on  the  market,  according  to  Dr.  Hutchison)  should 
contain  not  less  than  13  per  cent,  of  fat,  and  he  had  found 
the  sweetened  variety  the  best,  mainly  because  the  un- 
sweetened does  not  keep  well.  The  added  cream  will  make 
up  for  the  deficiency  in  fat.  He  had  considerable  faith  in 
good  condensed  milks  because  they  contain  less  casein  than 
ordinary  milk,  but  they  should  not  be  given  after  the  child 
is  four  months  old.  Another  useful  dietetic  is  desiccated 
cow's  milk,  but  he  has  experienced  a  difficulty  in  getting 
good  desiccated  milk,  which  is  a  pity,  because  a  good 
desiccated  milk  capable  of  producing  a  good  milk  after 
simple  solution  in  water  would  have  a  vogue.  If  there  are 
symptoms  of  digestive  disturbances  which  the  foods  already 
mentioned  do  not  overcome,  the  next  thing  to  be  tried  is 
peptonised  milk.  These  may  be  made  with  Benger's  liquor 
pancreatieus  or  with  Fairchild's  peptonising  powders,  and 
if  after  using  these  the  child  still  does  not  thrive  it  may 
be  concluded  that  the  case  is  one  in  which  cow's  milk  cannot 
be  digested  at  all,  and  the  child  should  be  under  the  care 
of  a  responsible  medical  man.  With  regard  to  the  technique 
of  feeding,  he  had  prepared  a  table  of  feeding  which  gave 
approximately  the  quantity  at  each  feed,  but  no  one  could 
say  definitely  the  number  of  ounces  of  food  a  child  should 
be  given.  That  might  safely  be  left  to  the  natural  appetite 
of  the  child  itself.  He  condemned  utterly  the  tube-bottle, 
and  the  screw-bottle  he  thought  almost  as  bad.  No 
elaborate  valves  are  required  in  a  feeding-bottle, 
the  best  being  a  simple  bottle  with  a  large  india- 
rubber  teat  which  can  be  turned  outside  in  for 
cleaning-purposes.  It  is  important  to  see  that  the  hole  in 
the  teat  is  large  enough.  The  test  is  to  turn  the  full  bottle 
upside  down  and  to  see  that  the  milk  comes  through  the 
teat  at  the  rate  of  one  drop  per  second.  Coming  to  the 
question  of  patent  foods,  he  directed  attention  to  a  table  he 
had  distributed  among  those  present,  showing  the  composi- 
tion of  twenty-two  well-known  brands.  These  were  divided 
into  three  groups,  the  first  being  desiccated-milk  prepara- 
tions, the  second  malted  foods,  and  the  third  farinaceous. 
He  did  not  condemn  these  foods,  many  of  which  are  useful 
in  their  place.  Those  in  the  first  group  are  good,  he  said, 
but  not  necessary  if  the  child  can  take  cow's  milk  ;  the 
second  group  might  be  useful  as  supplementary  foods  after 
the  child  is  six  months  old  ;  but  the  use  of  the  third  series 
should  be  discouraged  until  the  child  has  got  teeth.  After 
the  lecture  the  company  had  tea,  and  subsequently  examined 
the  elegantly  cased  exhibits  of  hygienic  products  and  ap- 
pliances on  view  in  the  permanent  exhibition  section,  the 
opening  of  which  we  chronicled  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  October  8,  1904  (p.  602). 

Fires. 

A  fire,  caused  by  an  oil-stove  used  for  heating-purposes, 
.  occurred  on  January  30  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  A.  W. 
Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Pershore.    The  blazing  oil 
ran  down  the  staircase,  doing  considerable  damage. 


The  overturning  of  a  bottle  of  methylated  spirit  near  a 
fire  caused  a  conflagration  at  the  premises  of  the  Timothy 
White  Co.,  Ltd.,  in  High  Street,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  on 
January  26.  The  flames  were  subdued  before  serious  damage 
had  been  done. 

The  Lancaster  establishment  of  Boots,  Ltd..  suffered) 
by  a  serious  fire  at  the  Palace  Music-hall  on  February  2. 
Boots'  shop  was  erected  about  ten  years  ago,  and  is  the 
corner  of  a  block  four  storeys  high.  The  Palace  is  a  re- 
constructed hall,  below  which  are  six  lock-up  shops.  After 
a  matinee  on  Saturday,  February  2,  the  place  was  left  in 
order,  but  half  an  hour  later  flames  were  coming  from  the 
stage,  and  they  spread  in  the  direction  of  Boots'  premises. 
The  firemen  concentrated  attention  on  that  end,  and  in 
about  an  hour  extinguished  the  fire.  The  premises  and  stock- 
rooms suffered  from  water. 

Considerable  excitement  prevailed  in  King  William. 
Street,  Blackburn,  on  February  1,  when  the  local  fire- 
brigade  were  summoned  to  an  outbreak  of  fife  at  the  shop 
of  Mr.  A.  P.  Garland,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  out- 
break originated  from  some  unknown  cause  in  the  front 
store-room  on  the  first  floor,  and  effectually  to  extinguish 
it  the  firemen  had  to  remove  fittings  forming  the  fireplace, 
and  to  cut  away  several  feet  of  flooring,  as  well  as  the  ceiling 
of  the  shop.  The  flames  were  subdued  by  means  of  a 
chemical  extinguisher  and  a  hand-pump.  Some  portion  of 
the  contents  of  the  shop  was  damaged  by  falling  debris, 
etc.,  and  the  damage  in  this  respect  would  have  been  greater 
but  for  the  fact  that  members  of  the  brigade  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  remove  some  of  the  stock. 

Midland  Notes. 

An  appreciative  note  on  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  and  his 
collection  of  alga?  appeared  in  the  "  Mail's"  Nature  Notes 
last  Saturday. 

An  advertisement  for  honorary  physician  at  the  Queen's 
Hospital  stipulates  he  shall  not  engage  in  pharmacy  after 
his  appointment. 

Pharmacists  may  hope  to  add  a  new  side-line  in  the  sale 
of  microscopes,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham  being  of  the 
opinion  that  no  self-respecting  home  should  be  without  one. 

The  report  of  the  Sutton  Coldfield  Provident  Dispensary 
shows  that  115/.  5s.  was  expended  in  drugs  during  1906*. 
and  that  the  contract  for  drugs  for  1907  had  again  been 
given  to  Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd. 

Colonel  W.  F.  Wyley  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Coventry  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  meeting  last  week. 
He  favours  the  fuller  use  of  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  in 
the  city  and  an  improved  Consular  service  throughout  the 
w7orld. 

A  well-attended  meeting  of  wholesale  and  retail  opticians 
was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  January  31, 
w-hen  the  Midland  Optical  Society  was  inaugurated.  Its 
chief  aim  is  to  improve  the  scientific  and  social  conditions 
of  the  industry. 

The  Early-closing  Act  has  received  a  rebuff.  Two  rival 
associations  are  endeavouring  to  enforce  its  provisions  in 
Birmingham.  One,  through  its  Secretary,  approves,  and  the 
other  disapproves  of  the  City  Council's  action,  in  which  they 
hold  that  a  prima- jacic  case  has  not  been  made  out  uporj 
which  the  City  Council  can  act  in  the  matter. 

A  local  periodical  has  on  several  occasions  lately  recom- 
mended its  readers  to  try  mistura  quininse,  B.P.,  ^  oz.  three 
times  a  day.  As  this  may  have  to  be  filled,  what  should  be 
supplied  ?  Another  recipe  is  "  Take  extract  of  cod-liver  oil 
and  malt,"  and  a  third  (all  in  the  same  number  and  page) 
"  Take  £  oz.  of  the  following  three  times  a  day  after  food  : 
Pot.  bicarb.  3  dr..  liquor  of  perchloride  of  mercury  6  dr.. 
water  to  8  oz." 

Liverpool  Notes. 

After  three  months'  absence  in  the  South  of  France,  Sir 
Edward  Evans  is  again  at  56  Hanover  Street.  His  many 
friends  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  completely 
recovered  from  the  breakdown  in  health  from  which  he 
unfortunately  suffered  in  the  early  part  of  the  winter. 

A  local  haberdashery  house  is  devoting  an  entire  window- 
to  a  show  of  druggists'  sundries  and  surgical  dressings, 
and  the  prices  are  marvellous.  Chemists  might  with  profit 
to  themselves  take  particular  notice  of  this  exhibition  :  it 
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is  up  to  date,  effectively  arranged,  and  without  vulgar 
obtrusiveness. 

The  Coroner's  inquest  of  last  week  concerning  the  death 
of  a  young  woman  from  strychnine-poisoning  has  brought 
to  the  surface  the  matter  of  storage  of  dangerous  drugs  by 
medical  men.  The  Executive  of  the  local  Association  might 
officially  represent  to  the  medical  authorities  that  the  law 
anent  the  storage  of  poisons  and  their  distribution  in  dis- 
tinctive containers  might  receive  more  adequate  attention. 

In  his  address  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Chemists'  Association,  the  new  President  (Mr.  Horn- 
blower)  made  some  interesting  and  practical  suggestions  on 
the  compilation  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia.  The  attendance 
at  this  important  meeting  was  somewhat  meagre,  but  this 
condition  should  not  long  continue  if  the  rumour  is  true  that 
the  Association  propose  to  take  a  more  active  part  in  the 
consideration  of  the  trade  interests. 

The  medical  officer  of  health  for  this  city  has  been 
asked  toireport  on  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines  within 
the  area  under  his  jurisdiction.  This  looks  at  first  sight 
a  rather  big  order.  The  wholesale  houses  could,  if  they 
wished,  furnish  with  ease  and  accuracy  the  required 
information.  Should  the  figures  ever  come  to  light,  the 
ratio  of  proportion  between  the  sales  of  proprietaries  and 
pure  drugs  will  be  a  revelation  to  many.  The  practice  of 
breaking  bulk  of  packed  proprietaries  is  general,  and  is 
■deplored  by  many. 

Chemists'  Licences. 

Off-licences  for  the  sale  of  wines  have  been  granted  to — 

Mr.  D.  L.  Llewellyn,  chemist  and  druggist,  Goodwick. 

Mr.  J.  H .  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  Worcester  Street, 
Kidderminster. 

Mr.  John  Routly,  chemist  and  druggist,  55  Susan's  Road, 
Eastbourne. 

Applications  for  licences  have  been  refused  to  : 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bennett,  drug-store  proprietor,  Silsden. 

Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Land,  chemist  and  druggist,  Coalville. 

At  the  Hull  Brewster  Sessions  on  February  5  the  applica- 
tion was  granted  for  a  medicated-wine  licence  to  John 
William  Dewhurst,  who  has  taken  over  the  drug-store  of 
Mr.  Milburn  at  186  Spring  Bank.  Mr.  Dewhurst  informed 
the  Court  that  he  had  been  wrongly  described  as  a  chemist, 
but  he  was  a  drug-store  proprietor,  and  he  desired  to  correct 
the  description. 

At  Barnstaple,  on  February  6,  application  was  made  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Reed,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ilfra- 
combe,  for  a  licence  for  new  wines  to  be  consumed  off  the 
premises,  23  High  Street.  It  was  stated  that  applicant's 
intention  was  to  sell  medicated  wines  which  were  excisable, 
but  so  medicated  as  to  be  unfit  for  use  as  a  beverage,  and 
prescribed  by  the  medical  profession.  During  the  summer 
thousands  of  people,  among  them  health  as  well  as  pleasure 
seekers,  came  to  Ilfracombe,  and  the  demand  for  such 
invalid-wines  as  he  was  applying  for  rendered  the  licence 
necessary. — The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  :  They  are  not 
wines  likely  to  be  drunk  for  the  pleasure  derived  from 
them.  They  are  proprietary  wines  outside  the  border-line 
of  the  Pharmacy  Acts. — The  application  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  B.  T.  James,  on  behalf  of  local  wine-merchants  and 
on  behalf  of  the  United  Temperance  Council.  The  oppo- 
nents pointed  out  that  a  full  wine-licence  was  asked  for. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  licence  should  be  granted  under 
certain  conditions,  but  such  conditions  were  futile  and  could 
not  be  enforced.  A  similar  application  was  made  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Ernest  Force,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ilfracombe,  but 
the  Justices  refused  both  applications.  The  Chairman  said 
if  the  wines  in  question  were  so  necessary,  it  should  be 
sought  to  bring  them  within  the  Pharmacopoeia  :  wines  not 
included  there  must  be  procured  at  licensed  houses. 
Sheffield  Notes. 

One  of  the  honorary  members  of  the  Sheffield  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Chemical  Society  came  in  for  a  very  high 
compliment  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  his  visit 
here  on  Thursday  last  week,  Mr.  Haldane  referring  in  high 
terms  to  the  work  of  Professor  Arnold. 

Mr.  Rowland  Dixon,  Ph.C.  of  the  Endcliffe  Pharmacy,  is 
extending  his  premises  to  provide  a  double-window  frontage. 
The  pharmacy  occupies  a  very  good  position  at  Hunter's 


Bar,  and  when  the  alterations  are  completed  it  should  be  one 
of  the  finest  of  suburban  premises. 

Trie  Chemist's  Rights. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hindle,  chemist  and  druggist,  Blackburn,  re- 
presentative of  the  Association  of  British  Schools,  is  a 
member  of  the  local  Education  Authority,  but  he  is  not  on 
the  Elementary  Sub-committee,  which  formulates  all  the 
schemes  for  the  working  of  the  schools.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Education  Committee  last  week,  Mr.  Hindle  claimed 
that  he  was  entitled  by  right  to  sit  on  the  sub-committee. 
Several  members  thought  otherwise,  and  the  matter  is 
deferred  for  consideration. 

The  Currrant-cake  Absolved. 

The  adjourned  inquest  into  the  circumstances  of  a 
mysterious  case  of  poisoning  at  Torver,  in  the  Lake  Dis- 
trict, took  place  on  February  2.  A  whole  family  was  taken 
ill,  and  two  boys  died — according  to  the  medical  evidence — 
from  irritant  poisoning.  The  cause  was  supposed  to  be 
the  eating  of  a  currant  cake  in  the  making  of  which  the 
mother  had  used  volatile  salts.  The  inquiry  was  adjourned 
for  analyses  of  the  stomach-contents  and  the  powder,  but 
the  county  analysts,  Dr.  J.  Campbell  Brown  and  Dr.  M. 
Collingwood  Williams,  in  their  report  could  not  indicate 
any  definite  cause  for  the  deaths.  The  report  stated  that  the 
-post-mortems  disclosed  no  sign  of  poisonous  salts.  The 
volatile  powder  submitted  for  analysis  weighed  If  oz.  The 
powder  consisted  of  ammonium  carbonate  and  rice,  with 
about  3  per  cent,  sodium  carbonate  and  a  trace  of  tin  equal 
to  about  7  grains  per  lb.  There  was  no  irritant  poison 
present.  The  currant  cake  consisted  of  a  layer  of  good 
currants  between  layers  of  pastry,  and  contained  no 
poisonous  metals  or  salts.  Dr.  Campbell  Brown  suggested 
that  the  cause  of  illness  was  unwholesome  food,  probably 
herrings.  The  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  said  it  had  been 
ascertained  that  the  volatile  salts  wei*e  purchased  from  an 
Ulverston  chemist,  and  were  marked  with  the  chemist's 
name.  However,  the  analysis  had  made  it  quite  clear  that 
the  powder  did  not  contain  anything  that  would  account 
for  the  symptoms  which  were  displayed.  The  jury  found 
that  the  children  died  from  exhaustion  caused  by  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea,  but  what  gave  rise  to  or  caused  these  there 
wras  not  sufficient  evidence  to  show. 

Fed  on  Pills. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Cheam  last  week  on  the  body  of  a 
Customs  House  pensioner  named  George  Wood  (79).  who 
was  found  dead,  it  was  stated  that  the  deceased  had  for 
some  time  been  taking  Morrison's  pills.  He  never  took 
fewer  than  six  or  seven  pills  a  day,  and  sometimes  he  took 
as  many  as  eleven" or  thirteen.  Death  was  due  to  asphyxia 
following  syncope.  The  medical  man  who  was  called  in 
to  see  deceased  remarked  on  the  man's  partiality  for  pills, 
and  said  the  frequency  with  which  pills  were  taken  must 
have  brought  the  system  very  low.  A  verdict  of  death  from 
natural  causes  was  returned. 


3risb  Iftews, 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 
The  "  one-man  show  "  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Ulster 
Photographic  Society  in  Belfast,  on  Monday  evening,  was 
carried  out  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott,  M.P.S.I.,  who  displayed 
sixteen  beautiful  prints.  In  the  monthly  competitions 
Mr.  Elliott  was  among  the  prize-winners. 

Presentation. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Bennett,  who  has  been  for  the  last  three  years 
an  assistant  with  Mr.  E.  E.  Wolfe,  the  Medical  Hall,  Kin- 
sale,  was  last  week  presented  with  a  memento  on  the  occasion 
of  his  leaving  Kinsale.  The  presentation,  which  took  the 
form  of  a  gold  watch-guard,  was  made  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

Preference  for  Irish  Drugs. 

The  Omagh  Board  of  Guardians  on  February  2  resolved 
to  give  "a  marked  preference"  to  Irish-manufactured 
drugs.  The  matter  came  up  on  the  reading  of  the  circular 
from  the  Dublin  Industrial  Development  Association  asking 
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the  Guardians  to  give  preference  to  tenders  of  Irish  manu- 
facturers of  drugs.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  George  Murnaghan, 
M.P.)  said  he  was  in  favour  of  a  10-per-cent.  preference  to 
Irish  manufacturers. 

Accumulated  Empties. 
Replying  to  a  letter  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  complain- 
ing that  the  empties  had  not  been  returned  from  the 
Granard  Union  (see  0.  &  D.,  January  26,  p.  108),  Dr.  Yorke, 
Edgeworthstown,  wrote  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  Granard 
Board  of  Guardians  stating  that  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  empties  were  ready  for  removal.  There  were  also 
empties  of  Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  a  list  of  which  he 
had  furnished  the  Guardians  several  months  ago  ;  while 
other  empties  belonged  to  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoff,  a  list 
of  which  had  been  sent  years  ago.  The  empties  were  there 
for  the  contractors  to  be  lemoved,  but  he  (the  doctor)  did 
not  hold  himself  responsible  for  their  packing  and  removal. 


Scotch  IHews, 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Aberdeen. 

Business  still  continues  brisk.  Sweating-powders,  euca- 
lyptus oil,  and  cough-pastilles  are  selling  like  hot  cakes,  not 
to  mention  a  certain  new  and  much-advertised  nostrum. 

The  decision  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  with  regard 
to  degrees  in  pharmacy  at  Edinburgh  and  Birmingham  Uni- 
versities was  received  here  with  perfect  equanimity  by  the 
majority  of  chemists.  The  degree  which  troubles  most 
Aberdonian  chemists  is  the  £  s.  d.  of  pharmacy. 

As  indicated  last  week,  a  new  pharmacy  will  be  opened 
this  month  at  291  Union  Grove  by  Mr.  Edwin  Allan,  who 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Urquhart, 
Aberdeen.  He  studied  for  the  Minor  at  the  Aberdeen 
School  of  Pharmacy,  and  qualified  in  1902.  Since  then  he 
has  been  with  Messrs.  Kiloh  &  Co.,  Cork,  and  Messrs. 
Beall  &  Son,  Cambridge. 

Edinburgh. 

Principal  Laurie,  of  the  Heriot-Watt  College,  in  a  report 
to  the  authorities,  recommended  the  institution  of  pharmacy 
classes  in  the  college. 

The  students  of  the  Central  School  of  Pharmacy  held 
their  annual  supper  in  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  Wednesday, 
January  30.    Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  presided. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson,  in  his  latest  "  Prescriber,"  states 
that 

a  local  firm  has  been  engaged  for  over  six  months  on  a 
careful  study  of  the  pancreatic  ferments  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  pure  standardised  sterile  solutions  of  trypsin  and 
amylopsin.  These  preparations  will  shortly  be  on  the 
market. 

The  current  number  of  the  "Student"  prints  a  short 
biography  and  portrait  of  Mr.  Herbert  M.  Spoor,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  is  Hearing  the  completion  of  his  medical 
course  at  Edinburgh  University. 

Glasgow. 

It  is  reported  that  another  chemist's  shop  is  to  be  opened  in 
Giffnock. 

Already  a  number  of  the  chemists  exhibit  photographic 
goods  in  their  windows. 

The  outbreak  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  this  city  is 
not  the  first.  Last  year  200  cases  were  notified,  but  in 
January  of  this  year  eighty-eight  cases  were  reported,  and 
thirty-three  of  them  were  certified  bacterially. 

A  local  newspaper  gives  publicity  to  theclaimof  aminister 
that  he  has  discovered  a  germicide  that  cures  cancer,  enteric, 
and  every  form  of  fever  or  in  liammatory  disease.  He  says  the 
work  has  been  continuously  advancing  in  his  mind  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  was  a  practical  chemist  behind  the 
counter  under  a  relative  in  Garscube  Road,  and  was  meant 
for  the  medical  profession  from  his  earliest  days.  But  his 
bent  was  towards  the  pulpit,  and  there  he  is  now.  Who  is 
he? 

..The  "Daily  Mail  and  Record"  is  attempting  to 
work  up  excitement  about  ether-drinking,  and  has  gathered 


a  few  more  or  less  rational  or  "  wild  "  statements  from 
"chemists."  It  concludes  that  "the  local  authorities  are 
powerless  to  cope  with  the  evil.  It  may  be  well  known  that 
a  breach  of  the  law  has  taken  place  while  the  offender  has 
been  under  the  influence  of  ether,  but  a  conviction  in  such  a 
case  affects  in  no  degree  the  extent  to  which  ether-drinking 
continues  to  grow." 


f  rcncb  Mews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Pasteur  Institute  is  to  receive  another  windfall,  in 
the  form  of  a  legacy  of  twenty-five  million  francs 
(1.000,000/.)  left  by  M.  Daniel  Osiris,  a  retired  banker,  who 
died  a  few  days  ago. 

In  Memory  of  M.  Curie. — The  Paris  Municipal  Council 
has  voted  a  credit  of  3,800f.  (152?. )  towards  a  monument 
to  Pierre  Curie  in  the  Paris  School  of  Physics  and 
Chemistry. 

Absinthe  Legislation. — Following  the  example  of 
Belgium  and  Switzerland,  a  Bill  has  been  drafted  by  a 
Deputy,  which  proposes  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
absinthe,  or  of  essences  and  liqueurs  having  absinthe  as  a 
basis.  Meanwhile  the  French  Budget  for  1907  includes  an 
increased  tax  on  absinthe. 

Micrography  for  Pharmacists. — M.  Peltrisol,  head  of 
the  micrographical  laboratories  at  the  Paris  Superior 
School  of  Pharmacy,  has  published  an  "Elementary 
Manual  for  the  Use  of  Practising  Pharmacists."  This  is 
an  endeavour  to  reunite  in  one  handy  and  inexpensive 
volume  all  microscopical  information  really  necessary  to 
pharmacists.  The  new  law  on  adulteration  will  render 
this  knowledge  specially  valuable  both  as  a  safeguard 
against  selling  adulterated  or  inferior  articles  and  as  a 
qualification  for  rendering  aid  in  cases  of  doubt  and  dispute. 

Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Pharmaceutical  Advertise- 
ments.— M.  Rousseau,  pharmacist  at  Ermont,  has  drawn  up 
and  the  Versailles  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  voted  a 
report  on  advertising  pharmaceutical  products,  which  states 
that  some  of  these  advertisements  are  of  "  a  misleading  and 
immoral  character,"  in  flagrant  opposition  to  the  traditions 
of  honour  and  loyalty  which  characterise  French  commerce, 
and  that  the  sale  of  some  secret  compositions  constitutes  a 
public  danger.  The  Minister  of  Commerce  is  therefore 
invited  to  confer  with  his  colleague,  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, and  take  steps  to  stop  abuses  by  inviting  the  Courts 
to  commence  proceedings,  as  directed  by  Article  36  of  the 
Law  of  Germinal,  "against  all  cemmercants  who,  with  or 
without  diploma,  abuse  public  credulity."  These  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  voted  by  the  Versailles  Chamber, 
and  it  was  decided  to  communicate  them  to  all  other  French 
Chambers  of  Commerce. 

The  Crocker-Doyen  Case. — The  hearing  of  this  case  was 
resumed  in  Paris  last  Saturday,  and  Dr.  Doyen  continued 
his  speech  in  vindication  of  his  conduct.  He  said  that  he 
consented  to  treat  Mrs.  Crocker  after  some  hesitation,  and 
only  at  the  personal  request  of  the  husband.  He  considers 
that  unfair  means  were  used  to  show  that  his  treatment  was 
unsatisfactory,  arid  believes  the  temperature-charts  were 
wilfully  falsified,  now  being  used  against  him  for  the 
needs  of  the  case.  Dr.  Doyen  went  on  to  insist  on  the  dif- 
ference between  secret  remedies  and  therapeutic  serums, 
also  between  the  sale  and  commercial  exploitation  of  a 
vaccine  and  its  application  by  the  doctor  directing  the  treat- 
ment of  a  chronic  malady.  Every  doctor  of  medicine  has 
the  right  to  give  his  patients  such  treatment  as  their  con- 
dition requires  and  to  practise  all  the  operations  he  may 
judge  necessary.  He  has  the  right  to  inject  into  his  patients 
any  preparation  whatsoever  of  his  invention  or  of  the  inven- 
tion of  another  doctor,  and  he  is  not  responsible  for  the 
injury  he  may  cause,  unless  he  can  be  accused  of  a  serious 
mistake.  Dr.  Doyen  ended  his  speech  by  saying  that  he  is 
defending  the  whole  medical  body  in  this  matter.  M.  Chenu 
replied  in  caustic  terms  by  saying  that  Dr.  Doyen  was 
afflicted  with  a  serious  tumour— that  of  exaggerated  fees — 
and  he  hoped  to  cure  him.  M.  Desjardin  also  spoke  again, 
and  the  case  was  then  adjeurned  until  February  16. 
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Canafcian  IRem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent) 


Obituary. — Mr.  H.  J.  Fraser,  druggist,  of  Ottawa,  died 
recently  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a  Glengarry  Scotchman,  being  born  in  Martin- 
town,  Ont.,  and  in  early  life  removed  to  Ottawa,  serving 
his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  H.  F.  MacCarthy,  who  pre- 
deceased him  but  a  few  days.  Mr.  Fraser  commenced  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  Ottawa,  being  well  and  widely  known 
as  a  successful  business  man.  Later  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness, and  for  fourteen  years  was  the  travelling  representa- 
tive of  Kerry,  Watson  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Montreal, 
and,  on  the  organisation  of  the  National  Drug  and  Chemical 
Co.  two  years  ago,  filled  the  same  capacity  for  that  concern. 
Mr.  Fraser  had  an  extensive  business  acquaintance 
throughout  Ontario  and  Quebec  provinces. 

Proprietary  Medicines. — The  Government  Bill  dealing 
with  the  composition  and  sale  of  proprietary  medicines, 
which  was  drafted  last  spring  with  the  view  to  introduction 
into  the  Canadian  Legislature  (C.  &  D.,  April  7,  1906,  et 
seq.),  is  being  revived.  Besides  laying  down  conditions  for 
revealing  the  content  of  alcohol  and  narcotics  in  secret  medi- 
cines above  a  certain  strength,  the  Bill  proposed  a  tax  of 
2  per  cent,  or  thereby  upon  all  proprietary  medicines,  and  was 
to  require  manufacturers  to  take  out  an  annual  licence 
costing  $20.  The  Bill  was  never  presented  to  Parliament, 
but  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
which  has  taken  evidence  on  the  matter,  and  it  is  stated 
that  Mr.  Thomas  MacFarlane,  Chief  Analyst  to  the 
Dominion  Government,  is  revising  the  Bill  prior  to  its  being 
laid  before  Parliament  this  year.  The  Toronto  Drug  Sec- 
tion has  had  a  special  Legislation  Committee  working  on 
the  subject,  and  has  obtained  many  signatures  to  a  petition 
to  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  William  Templeman,  Minister 
of  Inland  Revenue.  In  the  course  of  this  the  petitioners 
say  : 

We  request  that  we  be  permitted  to  present  our  views  and 
desires  on  the  question,  and  assist  your  honourable  body  in 
arriving  at  a  decision  and  adopting  such  regulations  as  will 
confer  on  the  public  the  full  measure  of  protection  to  which 
it  is  entitled,  without  entailing  on  any  branch  of  the  trade 
unnecessary  and  irksome  burdens  of  serious  financial  loss. 

We  beg  to  state  from  our  knowledge  of  the  situation  that 
we  believe  the  registration  with  the  Department  of  Ottawa 
of  the  formula  of  all  preparations  and  remedies  sold  will 
afford  the  public  all  needed  protection  and  safety. 

We  beg  further  to  state  that  the  retail  druggists  are 
unanimously  opposed  to  the  imposition  of  any  stamp-tax  or 
registration-fee  for  such  preparations  or  remedies  as  they 
manufacture  and  sell  over  the  counter,  or  any  stamp-tax  on 
proprietary  or  patent  medicines  whatever,  unless  some 
regulation  be  adopted  to  prohibit  the  manufacturer  from 
placing  the  whole  burden  of  such  tax  on  the  purchasing 
public. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Bill  of  last  year  proposed 
that  samples  of  all  proprietary  preparations  would  have 
to  be  submitted  to  a  Government  official,  and  any 
change  in  the  formula  (detected  or  intimated)  was  to  be 
indicated  on  the  label,  subject  to  severe  penalties  in  the  case 
of  non-compliance.  The  Government  authorities  are  dis- 
posed to  consider  what  retailers  have  to  say  on  the  proposals  ; 
but  so  far  no  further  facts  than  those  given  in  the  C.  tL<  D. 
of  April  and  June  last  have  leaked  out. 

Education  and  Science.— On  January  17  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry  held  a  dinner  at  the  St.  Lawrence  Hall, 
Montreal,  when  the  matter  of  technical  education  and  the 
conversion  of  waste  matter  into  profitable  material  were 
touched  upon.  Dr.  Ellis,  of  Toronto,  presided  at  the 
function.  Dr.  Ellis  sketched  the  growth  of  chemistry  for 
the  last  century,  while  Professor  Eutledge  spoke  on  the 
"Destructive  Distillation  of  Sawdust."  The  economic 
properties  of  this  article  were  discussed,  and  Professor 
Rutledge  outlined  an  experiment  which  had  lately  been 
made  near  Ottawa,  where  a  plant  had  been  erected,  and 
Professors  Ruttan  and  Nicholson  had  been  assigned  to 
carry  out  the  experiment.  The  object  was  to  obtain  from 
sawdust  the  economic  products  of  the  destructive  distilla- 
tion of  wood  and  to  secure  the  charcoal  left  behind,  in  pay- 
ing quantities,  for  the  purpose  of  making  calcium  carbide, 
utilising  for  the  latter  purpose  the  water-power  of  Ottawa. 


Representatives  of  the  Canadian  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion took  part  in  the  proceedings,  and  all  the  members  of 
the  Society  and  the  Association  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  matter  of  technical  education  should  be 
presented  to  the  Government  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  brought  before  the  meeting  for  en- 
dorsement the  co-operation  of  the  Society  with  the  Canadian 
Manufacturers'  Association,  for  the  appointment,  by  the 
Federal  Government,  of  a  Royal  Commission  to  report  on 
the  best  method  for  establishing  a  comprehensive  national 
system  of  technical  education  to  provide  Canadian  industry 
and  commerce  with  trained  assistants  from  among  the 
Canadian  people. 

Soutb  Hfncan  IRews. 


Cape  Colony. 

Trade-marked. — Messrs.  W.  E.  Wood  &  Co.  (Proprie- 
tary), Ltd.,  a  New  Zealand  firm,  are  registering  the 
trade-marks  "  Pep  cure  "  and  "Peps"  in  connection  with 
the  carton  used  in  the  dressing  "  Wood's  Great  Peppermint 
Cure." 

Tariff  Changes. — Birley's  phosphorus,  formerly  classi- 
fied under  tariff  No.  36b,  should  be  No.  53,  or  25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.  Rose's  lime-juice  cordial  comes  under  tariff 
No.  45b,  or  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Karoo  rheumatic- 
cure  is  also  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  having  been  classed 
under  tariff  No.  53.. 

Limited  Liability. — The  business  of  Messrs.  P.  J.  Peter- 
sen &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Cape  Town,  Oudt- 
shoorn,  both  in  the  Cape  Colony,  Bloemfontein,  O.R.C., 
and  Johannesburg,  Transvaal,  are  being  converted  into  a 
joint-stock  company  to  operate  under  the  Law  of  the  Cape 
Colony.  The  name  of  the  company  is  to  be  Petersen, 
Ltd. 

High  Life  below  Stairs. — Some  six  months  ago  Mr. 
D.  K.  Petersen,  of  Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  Cape 
Town,  engaged  a  coloured  couple  as  coachman  and  cook, 
and  both  seem  to  have  given  satisfaction  till  Mr.  Petersen 
went  on  a  trip  "through  the  country,  when  the  coachman 
and  cook  apparently  took  charge  of  the  house  in  more 
senses  of  the  word  than  one.  The  coachman  could  write 
fairly  well,  so  without  consulting  anyone  he  promptly 
ordered  goods  in  his  master's  name,  the  housekeeper  know- 
ing nothing  about  it  till  the  bills  came  in  a  month  later, 
when  "Thomas"  owned  up.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Petersen,  adding  that  "  he  had  to  fly  to  get  out  of  the  way, 
fearing  Mr.  Petersen's  anger."  "Thomas"  has  been  in 
gaol  many  times  before,  it  is  alleged  by  the  police,  so  the 
Magistrate  remanded  him  to  find  out  his  history. 

Personal.— Mr.  J.  C.  Hewlett,  F.C.S.,  of  Messrs.  C.  J. 
Hewlett  &  Son,  manufacturing  chemists,  London,  arrived 
at  Cape  Town  in  the  Kenilioorth  Castle,  and  proceeded  in 
the  same  vessel  to  Durban  en  route  for  the  Transvaal. 
Mr.  Hewlett  is  delighted  with  the  Cape  peninsula,  and 
hopes  to  be  able  on  his  way  home  to  spend  a  few  days  at 
Cape  Town. — Mr.  Alfred  Salinger,  representative  of  the 
Vinolia  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  sailed  for  England  in  the 
Durham  Castle  on  January  14.  Letters  should  be  addressed 
to  him  c/o  the  firm. — Mr.  J.  Astell  Willson,  representing 
Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  was  in  Cape  Town  when  the 
mail  left.  Mr.  Willson,  besides  showing  the  pharmaceu- 
tical products  of  his  firm,  has  now  a  full  range  of  druggists' 
sundries  and  surgical  appliances  and  packed  goods.  The 
C.  cfc  D.  man  at  Cape  Town  spent  a  pleasant  quarter  of  an 
hour  viewing  Mr.  Willson's  well-arranged  sample-room. — 
Mr.  Albert  Walsh,  managing  director  of  Lennon,  Ltd.,  and 
President  of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board,  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Cape  Government  to  a  seat  on  the  Table  Bay 
Harbour  Board.  We  believe  Mr.  Walsh  is  the  first 
chemist  to  hold  an  appointment  of  this  kind. 

Natal. 

A  Strychnine-poisoning  Charge. — Piet  Bridge,  a  native 
boy  who  had  been  in  the  employment  of  Dr.  Vanes,  of  Glen 
Stuart,  Uitenhage,  for  twelve  years,  has  been  committed 
for  trial  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  poison  the  doctor  by 
putting  strychnine  in  his  milk.  It  is  alleged  that  the 
accused  obtained  the  bottle  of  strychnine  from  the  loft 
where  Dr.  Vanes  kept  his  stock  of  drugs. 
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Hustralastan  iRew^ 


New  Zealand. 

Early  Closing. — A  return  presented  to  Parliament  gives 
all  the  requisitions  received  under  the  Shops  and  Offices 
Act,  1904,  for  fixing  the  hours  of  closing  of  retail  shops, 
from  which  the  following  particulars  relating  to  pharma- 
cists are  taken.  In  addition  to  the  towns  named,  all  shops 
in  eighteen  other  smaller  places  close  at  the  same  hour — 
at  5.30  in  one  place,  6  p.m.  in  other  places  on  four  days  in 
the  week,  with  generally  9  on  Saturdays  and  1  o'clock 
on  the  half-holiday.  The  most  interesting  item  is  that  in 
Christchurch  on  December  12,  1905,  the  requisition  started 
with  closing  at  9  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  On  February  1  this 
was  altered  to  10  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

Closing-hours  for  Chemists  in  New  Zealand. 


Town 

Four 
Days 

Satur- 
day 

:  Wed. 
or  Half- 
holiday 

XmasEve, 
N.  Year's 
Eve 

Manaia   

Gore    

CD  OO 

10 

9 

i 

Exempt 

Dunedin   

8 

9 

Oamaru 

8 

933 

Feilding   

8 

9 

1 

Exempt 

New  Plymouth   

8 

9  30 

1 

Wellington   

8 

10 

1 

11  P.M. 

Auckland  and  Newport... 

8 

10 

li- 

Wanganui  

8 

10 

lt 

11  P.  M. 

Christchurch   

8 

10 

It 

Invercargill   

8  30  j 

10 

1 

11  P.M. 

*  May  open  after  1  for  urgency, 
t  May  open  7  to  9  for  urgency. 

Victoria. 

P.A.T.A.  Matters.— The  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  has  issued  a  circular  stating  that  it  is  impera- 
tive that  a  greater  number  of  retailers  support  the  move- 
ment than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past.  If  two  hundred 
retailers  express  their  willingness  to  subscribe  for  another 
year  the  work  can  be  continued.  If  the  number  falls  short 
of  two  hundred  the  Council  must  resign  office  and  recom 
mend  that  the  Association  be  wound  up.  The  result  up  to 
date  has  been  sixty-two  favourable  replies,  many  declaring 
willingness  to  pay  a  double  subscription,  and  quite  a  large 
proportion  came  from  chemists  who  did  not  renew  their 
subscriptions  last  year,  but  are  not  willing  to  see  the 
P.A.T.A.  collapse.  A  reminder  has  been  sent  to  the 
majority  of  those  who  have  not  yet  replied. 

Early-closing  Prosecution.— On  November  29  Mr. 
H.  A.  Woolnough,  of  the  firm  of  Bowen  &  Co.,  was  pro- 
ceeded against  in  the  District  Court,  Melbourne,  for  failing 
to  close  his  shop,  155  Swanston  Street,  from  9  p.m.  on  the 
evening  of  November  12.  Inspector  Martin,  who  prose- 
cuted, said  a  regulation  was  gazetted  on  May  23,  1906,  re- 
quiring all  chemists'  shops  in  the  municipal  district  of 
Melbourne  to  close  at  9  P.M.  on  week-nights  and  11  p  m. 
on  Saturdays.  This  was  made  on  the  petition  of  the 
majority  of  the  chemists  in  the  district.  No  permits  to 
sell  after  9  p.m.  could  be  obtained.  A  constable  stated 
that  on  November  12  he  found  the  front  door  of  the  shop 
in  Swanston  Street  open  at  9.20  and  the  place  lit  up.  The 
assistant  told  him  on  inquiry  that  he  was  instructed  to 
dispense  medicines  whenever  anyone  required  them.  Mr. 
Thomas  Westley,  solicitor  for  the  defendant,  said  he 
wished  to  give  publicity  to  the  injury  which  was  being 
wrought  on  people  who  were  investing  their  capital  and 
improving  the  city  generally.  The  firm  had  entered  into 
a  long  lease  of  premises,  among  the  finest  in  Australia,  at  a 
time  when  they  were  allowed  to  remain  open  as  long  as 
they  pleased  in  what  was  essentially  one  of  the  two  night- 
streets  of  the  city.  To  cut  off  two  hours  of  the  busiest 
time  of  the  day  was  to  inflict  serious  injury.  The  petition 
on  which  the  regulation  was  granted  was  signed  by  a  num- 
ber of  chemists,  some  of  whom  had  comparatively  small 
businesses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  not  in  the  least 
affected  by  the  trade  in  Swanston  Street,  which  was  essen- 
tially a  night-street.    Bowen  &  Co.,  although  they  owned 


four  shops,  were  only  allowed  to  have  one  vote.  He  hoped 
Parliament  would  consent  to  the  issue  of  permits  for  shops 
carrying  on  business  in  busy  thoroughfares,  as  provided 
under  the  Licensing  Act,  which  allows  certain  hotels  to 
remain  open  after  the  usual  hour  of  closing.  A  fine  of  10s., 
with  11.  lis.  costs,  was  inflicted. 


3\\bw  ant)  tbe  lEast. 


Lemongrass  Oil  for  Australia. — The  s.s.  Orient,  which 
sailed  from  Colombo  on  January  11  for  Australia,  took  two 
cases  of  lemongrass  oil  from  Lewis  Brown  &  Co.  for  experi- 
mental purposes  for  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Booth,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  severed  his 
connection  with  the  Dispensary,  Ltd.,  Kuala  Lumpur,  and 
has  started  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  commission 
agent,  accountant,  and  share  and  exchange  broker,  at  Loke 
Yew's  Buildings,  Kuala  Lumpur,  Federated  Malay  States. 

More  Opium  for  China. — Three  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  chests  of  opium  were  removed  from  the  Government 
warehouse  at  Bombay  during  the  week  ended  December  25, 
1905.  Of  the  above  number,  313  were  exported  to  China. 
During  the  week  ended  January  1,  1907,  only  lj  chest  was 
drawn,  all  of  which  went  to  the  East  Coast  of  Africa. 

High-tariff  Effects. — The  new  Japanese  Customs  tariff, 
which  went  into  effect  on  October  1,  1905,  weighs  heavily  on 
toilet  goods,  the  duty  on  which  is  doubled.  Yet  the  toilet 
goods'  manufacturers  in  Tokyo,  Osaka,  and  Kyoto  are 
moved  to  petition  for  fear  that  the  price  of  raw  material  for 
toilet-soaps  and  perfumes  made  in  Japan  will  largely  in- 
crease, and  that  as  a  result  they  will  be  unable  to  compete 
with  foreign  goods  in  the  market  from  abroad. 


Huetrlan  IRews. 


Passed. — In  1906  in  Austria  142  pharmacists  passed  the 
State  examination  and  obtained  the  title  of  Magister  der 
Pharmacie ;  the  Assistants'  examination  was  passed  by 
ninety-seven  candidates. 

The  Austrian  Medical-glassware  Manufacturers 
have  announced  a  riserin  the  price  of  their  goods  owing  to 
the  general  and  continued  advance  in  the  prices  of  raw 
materials.  Circulars  giving  particulars  as  to  the  new  prices 
and  conditions  are  to  be  sent  out. 

"  Rami-syrup  "  Prohibited. — In  Austria  the  Imperial 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  have  issued  a  decree  forbidding 
the  sale  of  the  foreign  pharmaceutical  preparation,  syrupus 
bromoformi  comp.,  with  the  distinguishing  name  "Rami," 
on  the  grounds  that  the  aconite  in  it  contains  highly 
poisonous  constituents,  which  vary  in  degree  according  to 
climatic  and  other  conditions,  and  that  consequently  any 
preparation  in  which  aconite  is  used  must  also  be  distin- 
guished by  its  poisonous  properties. 

The  Insurance  Fund. — Probably  the  most  startling  para- 
graph in  the  new  Austrian  pharmacy  law  now  in  force  is 
that  the  proprietors  of  pharmacies  must  contribute  towards 
an  insurance  fund  instituted  by  the  Government  for  the 
benefit  of  assistants,  their  widows  and  orphans.  Upon  the 
granting  of  a  new  concession  a  tax  is  levied  on  the  following 
basis,  the  proceeds  of  this  also  going  to  this  fund  : 

In  places  with  over  100.000  inhabitants  the  tax  is  4,000  kronen. 

50,000         ,,  „  3,000 

20,000        „  „  2,000 

10,000  _       „  „  1,000  „ 

In  all  other  places  the  tax  is    500  ,, 

To  undertake  the  responsible  management  of  a  pharmacy,  a 
five  years'  unbroken  record  of  work  in  pharmacies  since 
passing  the  State  examination  is  necessary ;  in  the  case  of  a 
new  concession  fifteen  years'  is  required  ;  in  either  case 
only  two  years  may  be  passed  out  of  Austria  in  foreign 
pharmacies.  To  represent  and  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 
pharmaceutical  profession,  including  those  of  the  assistants, 
Apotheker  Chambers  are  to  be  formed  in  various  parts  of 
the  monarchy.  These  chambers  will  be  consulted  by  the 
Government  on  all  professional  matters. 
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Xcoal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Beecham's  Pills. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  February  1,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Joyce,  Mr.  Martelii,  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors 
of  Beecham's  pills,  said  he  had  a  motion  to  restrain  Mr. 
Harry  S.  Picton,  trading  as  a  chemist  at  Thornton  Heath, 
his  servants  and  agents,  from  selling  or  offering  for  sale 
as  Beecham's  pills  any  pills  not  manufactured  by  Thomas 
Beecham,  St.  Helens.  Mr.  Galbraith,  he  added,  appeared 
for  the  defendant,  and  consented  to  a  perpetual  injunction 
in  the  terms  of  the  notice  of  motion. 

Tablones. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Tuesday,  February  5,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady,  Mr.  Sebastian,  K.C.,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome,  trading  as  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.,  moved  for  judgment  in  the  case  of  Wellcome 
v.  the  Capsuloid  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  G.  E.  Dixon,  which  was  a 
sequel  to  his  Lordship's  refusal  to  order  registration  of  the 
word  "Tablones"  as  a  trade-mark,  as  being  a  colourable 
imitation  of  the  trade-mark  "Tabloids."  Mr.  Sebastian 
explained  that  the  defendants  consented  to  a  final  order 
in  the  terms  of  minutes,  which  contained  a  provision  for  a 
perpetual  injunction  and  for  costs,  the  plaintiff  not  making 
a  special  point  of  damages  or  of  an  account  of  profits.  His 
Lordship  made  the  order  accordingly,  the  injunction  being 
in  the  following  terms  : 

The  defendants,  their  officers,  servants,  and  agents  be 
perpetually  restrained  from  in  any  manner  passing  off  or 
attempting  to  pass  off  or  enabling  or  assisting  others  to  pass 
off  any  medical  preparation  not  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
plaintiff  as  or  for  a  preparation  of  the  plaintiff  whether  by 
means  of  the  name  under  which  the  same  is  sold  or  offered 
for  sale  or  otherwise  howsoever.  And  from  selling  or 
offering  or  exposing  or  advertising  for  sale  or  procuring  to 
be  sold  any  such  preparation  as  aforesaid  under  the  name 
"tablones,"  or  under  any  other  name  which  by  reason  of 
colourable  imitation  of  the  name  "  tabloid  "  or  "  tabloids  " 
or  otherwise  is  calculated  to  represent  or  lead  to  the  belief 
that  such  preparation  is  a  "tabloid"  or  "tabloids"  pre- 
paration or  a  preparation  of  the  plaintiff.  And  from  selling 
or  supplying  any  such  preparation  as  aforesaid  in  response 
to  orders  for  a  "tabloid"  or  "tabloids"  preparation  or 
for  a  preparation  of  the  plaintiff.  And  from  in  any  manner 
infringing  the  olaintiff's  registered  trade-marks  Nos.  36154, 
36155,  42378,  42379,  22:812,  and  225813,  or  any  of  them. 

The  defendants  further  agreed  to  deliver  up  all  labels, 
wrappers,  price-lists,  notices,  advertisements,  and  other 
documents  and  things  in  their  possession  containing  the 
word  "  taDlone  "  or  "tablones,"  or  any  other  word  colour- 
ably  imitated  from  the  word  "  tabloid  "  or  "  tablcids." 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Unqualified  Assistant  Convicted. 
At  the  Liverpool  County  Court  on  February  4,  Arthur  John 
Bake,  an  unqualified  assistant  with  Stephen  Stephenson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  98  Kensington,  Liverpool,  was  sued 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  under  Section  15,  for 
penalties  incurred  by  him  for  selling,  on  December  5  last,  a 
bottle  of  Kay's  essence  of  linseed,  containing  morphine,  and 
on  December  20  a  bottle  of  Mrs.  Winslow's  socthing-syrup, 
also  containing  morphine.  Mr.  C.  E.  Nield,  who  appeared 
on  behalf  of  the  Society,  explained  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
and  how  necessary  it  is  that  poisons  should  be  handled  by 
qualified  persons,  as  the  law  requires.  Judge  Shand  im 
posed  a  penalty  of  5/.  in  each  case,  with  costs,  and  in  so 
doing  said  he  hoped  that  another  Act  of  Parliament  would 
be  passed  making  the  principal  as  well  as  the  assistant 
liable  in  such  cases.  It  was  very  wrong,  he  considered 
that  a  man  having  several  shops  where  such  poisons  were 
sold,  and  employing  unqualified  assistants,  should  escape,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  present  state  of  the  law. 


Messrs.  W.  P.  Saville,  J.  A.  Ltjpton.  M.  F.  Burgin.  T.  E. 
Batty,  and  T.  M.  Steedman  attended  the  funeral  of  the  late 
Lord  Mayor  of  York  (Alderman  W.  Bentley)  on  February  4 
as  representatives  cf  the  York  and  District  Chemists'  Associa 
tion. 


Bankruptcies  ana  failures. 

Re  R,  McCatjsland,  Whitehead,  co.  Antrim,  Chemist  and 
Druggist.-At  Belfast  Local  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Feb- 
ruary 4,  this  matter  again  came  before  Judge  Fitzgibbon  the 
case  being  listed  for  second  composition  meeting.  Mr.  lno3- 
Campbell  counsel  for  the  bankrupt  said  that  the  offer  agreed 
to  at  the  first  meeting  was  10s.  in  the  pound,  payab.c  in  cash 
within  a  month.  Mr.  S.  Ross,  for  the  assignees,  did  not 
oppose,  and  his  Honour  passed  the  sitting. 

lie  Robert  Thomas  Brammall,  late  of  Stockport,  Chemist 
and  Druggist.— This  debtor  attended  on  February  6,  before 
Mr  Registrar  Giffard,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  tor 
public  examination  upon  accounts  showing  liabilities 
1  425/  19s.  9(7.  and  net  assets  109?.  3s.  5r7.  He  stated,  in  reply 
to  Mr  E  Leadam  Hough,  Senior  Official  Receiver,  that  he 
carried  on  business  for  two  years  and  a  half  as  a  druggist  l» 
Stockport,  where,  in  September  1894,  he  executed  an  assign- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  who  received  a  dividend 
of  about  4s.  in  the  pound.  He  subsequently  acted  as  a 
chemist's  assistant  until  1903,  when  he  removed  to  London, 
and  had  since  traded  as  a  wine-and-spint  merchant,  ine 
examination  was  concluded. 

Be  James  Edward  Gibson,  18  Shepherd's  Bush  Green  and 
late  of  The  Broadway,  Hammersmith,  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist  The  receiving  order  in  this  case  was  made  on  the 

petition  of  Mrs.  Rhoda  Jane  Gibson,  the  debtor's  wife,  the 
act  of  bankruptcy  alleged  being  failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  a  bankruptcy  notice.  I  he  first  meeting 
of  creditors  was  held  on  Tuesdav  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court,  before  Mr.  G.  W.  Chapman,  Official  Receiver.  The 
onlv  proof  lodged  was  one  of  494?.  4s.  6(7.  on  behalf  of  the 
petitionins  creditor,  and  upon  the  application  of  the  debtor  s 
solicitor  the  meeting  was  adjourned  for  a  fortnight  in  the 
hope  of  some  suggestion  or  pronosal  being  made  by  which 
the  bankruptcy  proceedings  could  be  entirely  disposed  ot,  it 
being  stated  that  Mrs.  Gibson  was  the  only  creditor. 

Re  Alfred  Hodgson.  Biddulph  Street,  Leicester,  trading 
as  a  Chemist.— At  the  Leicester  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Feb 
ruarv  1,  debtor  appeared  for  public  examination.  The 
liabilities  are  6417.  10s.  7t7.,  and  there  are  no  assets.— 
Debtor  in  his  evidence  repeated  the  particulars  given  in  the 
C.  <£.•  D..  January  19,  p.  76,  and  added  that  he  built  a  number 
of  cottages  and  borrowed  more  money  with  which  to  complete 
them.  Between  1895  and  1902  debtor  lent  his  father  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money,  while  in  addition  4007.  was  spent  in 
furniture  when  he  married.  The  furniture  had  all  been  pawned 
or  sold,  realising  altogether  about  1807.  Debtor  said  he  also 
lost  a  considerable  sum  of  money  by  backing  the  bills  of  a  man 
who  went  bankrupt.  He  had  also  lost  money  by  speculating 
in  mining  shares.  In  reply  to  the  Official  Receiver,  he  said 
he  had  paid  807.  for  a  clock.  He  made  307.  out  of  that  clock 
when  he  sold  it.  He  pawned  it  and  sold  the  ticket  for  67. 
Debtor,  in  the  course  of  further  examination,  said  his  father 
being  pressed  for  monev  in  1902,  he  took  over  the  business  in 
Biddulph  Street  from  him.  At  that  time  he  reckoned  that 
after  paying  his  father's  liabilities  and  debts  of  his  own,  he 
had  a  surplus  of  7007.  He  believed  he  lost  3007.  on  money- 
lending  transactions.  On  the  application  of  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver, who  said  he  should  require  the  debtor  to  supply  better 
accounts,  the  examination  was  adjourned. 

lie  James  Lyall,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  formerly  trading 
as  Carlton's  Drug-stores,  at  433  Green  Lanes,  Tottenham  — 
This  debtor  was  publicly  examined  at  the  Edmonton  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  on  February  4.  In  reply  to  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver, he  stated  that  he  commenced  business  on  Septem- 
ber 29,  1902,  having  previously  been  manager  of  the  Civil 
Service  Stores  Drug-department.  He  had  a  capital  of  507.  in 
cash,  and  some  shares;  the  latter  he  subsequently  sold  for 
697.  In  regard  to  his  liabilities.  4557.  10s.  was  for  gooda 
supplied.  The  cause  of  his  insolvency  was  want  of  capital.  He 
purchased  his  business  from  Messrs.  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson, 
Ltd.,  for  900?.,  which  he  was  to  pay  by  yearly  instalments  of 
1007.  He  was  also  to  pay  5  per  cent,  on  the  capital  sum.  Baiss 
Bros,  held  a  mortgage  of  7507.  on  the  lease  of  the  premises-, 
and  also  a  policy  on  his  life  for  3007.  He  reckoned  he  had 
paid  Baiss  Bros."  3507.  off  the  principal.  He  found  in  the 
fourth  year  that  he  was  unable  to  meet  the  quarterly  demand 
for  interest  and  principal.  The  3507.  came  out  of  the  profits 
of  his  business,  in  which  the  turnover  was  about  1.6007.  a 
year.  He  estimated  his  profits  at  35  per  cent.  He  owed 
Baiss  Bros.  1307.  for  goods  supplied.  As  regards  articles 
supplied  by  this  firm,  he  was  pledged  to  purchase  from  them. 
They  sued"  him  in  1905,  and  obtained  judgment  against  him 
for  647.  ;  but  that  was  a  sma'l  amount  compared  with  his 
yearly  account  with  them.  He  considered  that  the  price  of 
the  business  was  too  high,  especially  as  he  had  practically  to 
re-stock  it.  He  put  the  value  of  the  stock  at  the  date  of 
filing  his  petition  at  530?.— The  Official  Receiver  stated  that 
the  business  was  sold  for  5507.    Of  that  amount  400?.  was 
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paid  to  Baiss  Bros,  and  150Z.  went  to  him.  He  had  the  stock 
valued  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Fish,  who  stated  that  it  was 
worth  only  75/.  He  complained  that  the  debtor  had  not  com- 
plied with  an  order  of  the  Court  to  render  a  proper  account 
of  the  trading  from  November  22  to  November  30,  during 
which  period  (which  was  subsequent  to  the  receiving  order) 
the  debtor  was  continuing  the  business  for  him.  An  account 
which  had  been  sent  by  the  debtor  was  not  satisfactory.  He 
also  said  that  owing  to  the  debtor's  conduct  he  obtained  a 
peremptory  order  from  the  Court  for  the  debtor  to  leave  the 
premises  at  once,  and  not  to  interfere  in  the  business.— The 
debtor  said  he  could  not  give  any  better  account.  All  the 
•money  taken  was  expended.— The  Registrar  said  that  the 
account  did  not  comply  with  the  order,  and  at  the  Official 
Receiver's  request  he  again  adjourned  the  examination,  the 
■Official  Receiver  stating  that  unless  a  proper  account  was 
filed  he  should  apply  for  the  examination  to  be  adjourned 
sine  die. 

<Sa3ette. 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Bluett,  G.  M.,  and  Sass,  F.  J.  W.,  Palace  Gardens  Terrace 
and  Merv  Lodge,  Kensington,  London,  W.,  physicians, 
etc. 

Collins,  F.  H.,  and  Peingle,  J.,  Didsbury  and  Manchester, 

general  medical  practitioners. 
Jones,  F.  W.,  and  Jones,  S.  H.,  Enfield,  Middlesex,  surgeon 

dentists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Fuge,  Walter  Thomas,  High  Street,  Putney.  London.  S.W., 
late  Dorking,  Surrey,  New  Brompton,  Kent,  and  Ches- 
ham,  Bucks,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Harvard,  Thomas,  Nantyglo,  Monmouthshire,  mineral-water 
manufacturer — discharged  conditionally. 


According  to  "Kemp's  Mercantile  Gazette,"  the  number  of 
commercial  failures  during  the  four  weeks  ended  January  26 
was  702.  Among  these  were  nine  "chemists  and  druggists," 
as  against  seven  in  the  corresponding  four  weeks  of  last  year 
and  fifteen  in  1905. 


IRew  Companies  anb  Company  IRew?. 

J.  &  E.  Barringer.  Ltd.— Capital  20,0002.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  James  Barringer  &  Sons, 
Victoria  Oil-works,  Wallis  Road,  Hackney  Wick.  The  first 
directors  are  J.  Barringer  (chairman)  and  E.  Barringer. 

Alkuris,  Ltd.— Capital  15,0002..  in  It.  shares.  Objects: 
To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturer  of  the  "Alkuris  " 
mineral  waters  carried  on  by  H.  H.  Hughes  at  East  Twicken- 
ham.   Registered  office,  Alexandra  Road,  East  Twickenham. 

Graham  &  Cope,  Ltd.— Capital  10.000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  take  over  the  business  of  Graham  &  Cope,  aniline- 
dye,  chemical,  and  soap  manufacturers,  Globe  Mills.  Dews- 
bury.  The  first  directors  are  T.  Graham,  jun.,  and  F.  Cone 
(managing  directors),  T.  Graham,  sen.  (chairman),  and  E. 
Graham. 

Blyth,  Heald  &  Langdale,  Ltd.— Capital  10,000/.,  in  5/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  varnish,  paint, 
white-lead,  colour,  grease,  and  soap  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants, oil  boilers  and  refiners,  seed-crushers,  importers  and 
distillers  of  oil,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  and  resin,  etc.  The 
first  directors  are  F.  V.  Blyth,  H.  Heald,  and  F.  Langdale. 
Registered  office,  Newland  Paint-works,  Green  Lane  New- 
!and,  Hull. 

Wynter  Bros.  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  500/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects^  To  acquire  the  business  of  the  "Yorkshire  Refined- 
salt  Co."  and  "  Wynter  Bros.  &  Co.,"  salt  refiners  and  mer- 
chants chemists,  druggist  s,  drysalters.  etc.,  Bradford. 
J.  Galloway,  Cross  Lane  House,  Great  Horton,  Bradford 
gentleman,  and  A.  T.  Phipncn.  Springroyd,  Idle,  salt-mer- 
chant, are  joint  managers.  Registered  office,  Marshall  Mills 
Clifford  Street,  Bradford. 

B.  B.  Haresceugh  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  2.000/.,  in  1/.  shares 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  B.  B.  Haresceugh  &  Co., 
Carlton  Chemical-works.  Upper  North  Street,  Leeds,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  etc 
Ine  first  subscribers  are:  Mrs.  L.  Haresceusrh,'  33  Victoria 
lerrace  Leeds •  P.  Haresceugh,  33  Victoria  Terrace,  Leeds 
chemical-manufacturer;  R.  B.  Haresceugh,  33  Victoria 
lerrace,  Leeds,  chemical-manufacturer;  W.  Laycock  Castle- 


gate  House,  Skipton,  grocer;  M.  Laycock,  The  Old  School- 
house,  Skipton,  tallow-refiner;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Laycock,  Castlc- 
gato  House,  Skipton ;  and  Mrs.  L.  Laycock,  The  Old  School- 
house,  Skipton. 

O'Dwyer  (Ennistymon),  Ltd.— Registered  in  Dublin. 
Capital  250/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  druggists,  oil  and  colour  merchants,  chemists, 
stationers,  etc.,  now  carried  on  at  Main  Street,  Ennistymon, 
co.  Clare,  under  the  style  of  "  O'Dwyer' s  Medical  Hall." 
The  first  subscribers  are  :  E.  H.  O'Dwyer,  Ennistymon,  mer- 
chant;  T.  O'Dwyer.  20  De  Vere  Gardens,  London,  hotel- 
proprietor;  P.  O'Dwyer,  Ennistymon,  M.D.  ;  Mrs.  M. 
O'Dwyer,  Lahinch,  co.  Clare  ;  Miss  A.  O'Dwyer,  The  Cottage, 
Ennistymon;  Miss  M.  O'Dwyer,  Ennistymon;  and  Miss  N. 
O'Dwyer,  Ennistymon.  The  first  directors  arc  P.  O'Dwyer 
and  E.  O'Dwyer. 

Borax  Consolidated,  Ltd. — At  an  extraordinary  meeting 
on  February  1,  the  shareholders  approved  a  Bill  proposed  to 
be  introduced  into  Parliament  to  provide  for  an  increase  of 
the  share  capital  and  for  the  conversion  of  the  ordinary 
shares  into  preferred  ordinary  shares  and  deferred  ordinary 
shares. 

Companies  in  1906. — The  "Investor's  Guardian"  reports 
that  during  1906  there  were  registered  in  England  4,395  com- 
panies, with  capital  of  127,411, 439/.^  This  is  the  largest 
number  since  1900,  when  4,511  companies,  with  204,153,328/.  of 
capital,  were  registered.  The  chemical  and  medical  com- 
panies showed  2,639,420/.  of  capital,  compared  with  2,410,650/.  < 
in  1905  and  1,214,510/.  in  1904.  In  Scotland  328  companies 
of  all  kinds  were  registered,  with  a  capital  of  9,722,968/.  ;  in 
Ireland  115,  with  1,834,010/.  of  capital ;  and  in  Guernsey  eleven, 
with  1,288,000/. — a  great  falling-off  in  the  last  case,  where  fifty- 
nine,  with  14,116,000/.  of  capital,  were  registered  in  1904,  and 
thirty-five,  with  6,551,000/.,  in  1905.  The  chemical  and  medical 
companies  registered  in  Guernsey  during  1904  and  1905  had 
300,000/.  of  capital  each  year,  and  in  1906  only  5,000/. 

Kemball  Bishop  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  of  this  company 
for  1906  states  that  the  accounts  for  the  year,  after  valuing 
stock  at  cost-price,  and  including  expenditure  for  repairs 
and  maintenance  of  plant  and  buildings,  show  a  profit  of 
12.239/..  which,  added  to  939/.,  the  amount  brought  forward 
from  1905,  gives  a  total  of  13,179/.  From  the  above-men- 
tioned sum  the  directors  have  placed  321/.  to  leaseholds  re- 
demntion  account,  925/.  to  plant  and  machinery  renewal 
fund,  and  926/.  to  reserve  account.  After  deducting 
manaaing  directors'  salaries  and  directors'  fees,  amounting 
to  1,700/.,  and  26/.  provision  for  income-tax,  there  remains  a 
balance  of  9,279/.  From  this  balance  the  directors  have 
placed  a  further  sum  of  850/.  to  plant  and  machinery  renewal 
account,  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  on  the  preference  shares,  recommend  one  of  4  per  cent, 
on  the  ordinary  shares,  carrying  forward  929/. 

Bovril,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
this  company  was  held  at  River  Plate  House,  Finsbury 
Circus,  London,  E.C.,  the  Earl  of  Bessborough  (chairman 
of  directors)  presiding.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  renort 
and  accounts  and  the  payment  of  dividends  (C.  &  D.,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  r>.  186),  the  Chairman  said  the  business  had  suffered 
temporarily  from  the  uneasiness  aroused  in  the  public  mind 
by  the  American  meat  scare,  although  they  never  had  any 
interest  whatever  in  the  canned-meat  trade.  Dealing  with 
the  profit-and-loss  account,  he  said  that  the  gross  profit  on 
trading  was  20,000/.  less  and  transfer-fees  were  also  down 
some  55/.  The  dividend  on  food-specialists'  shares  and  in- 
terest on  Virol  debentures,  etc.,  were  428/.  better.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  account,  salaries  and  commissions,  trade- 
charges,  advertising,  etc.,  were  2.975/.  more.  On  every  item 
under  this  heading  that  could  be  cut  down  a  saving  had  been 
made,  but  this  saving  had  been  more  than  wiped  out  by  the 
increase  in  the  advertising  expenditure.  Since  October  the 
sales  had  shown  a  considerable  increase.  As  for  Virol,  Ltd.. 
the  report  received  from  the  board  of  that  company  stated 
that  the  increase  in  the  sales  for  the  ten  completed  months 
of  their  financial  year  was  more  than  40  per  cent,  over  that  of 
last  vcar.  Mr.  Andrew  Walker,  having  found  it  necessary 
to  divide  the  resnonsibilities  of  managing  director,  his  son, 
Mr.  Douglas  Walker,  has  been  appointed  as  joint  managing 
director.  Mr.  Andrew  Walker  now  receives  2,750/.  per 
annum  less  than  he  was  formerly  entitled  to  draw,  and  Mr. 
Douglas  Walker  will  receive  500/.  more.  Mr.  George  Lawson 
Johnston,  in  secondinc  the  motion,  complained  of  the  highly 
increased  tariff  with  which  the  company'sproducts  have  to  con- 
tend in  South  Africa.  The  renort  came  in  for  severe  criticism 
bv  Alderman  F.  Smith,  of  Liverpool.  Ho  wanted  to  know 
Mr.  Douglas  Walker's  remuneration  as  joint  managing 
director.  The  Chairman  gave  it  at  750/.  per  annum,  to  be 
increased  to  1.000/.  next  vear.  Then  Mr.  Smith  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  Virol.  Ltd.,  was  a  much  better-managed 
concern  than  Bovril,  Ltd.,  and  suggested  that  the  excuse 
about  the  tinned-meat  scare  having  an  adverse  effect  upon 
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the  affairs  of  the  company  was  not  well  founded.  Several 
other  speakers  upheld  the  action  of  the  directors,  and  the 
motion  was  ultimately  carried  with  two  dissentients.  The 
Eieht  Hon.  R.  Farquharson  M.D..  was  re-elected  a  director 
of  the  company,  and  the  auditors  were  reappointed. 


Btrtbs. 


Christy. — At  "  Marna,"  Ditton  Road.  Surbiton,  the  wife 
of  Gilbert  Christy,  of  a  son. 

Hall  — At  196*  Belsize  Road.  Kilburn,  N.W.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 3,  the  wife  of  Allen  J.  Hall,  of  a  daughter. 

Thompson. — At  3  Anglesea  Road.  Kingston-on-Thames, 
on  January  27,  the  wife  of  Henry  P.  Thompson,  of  a 
daughter. 

Watts. — At  King  Street  Pharmacy.  Stretford.  on  Feb- 
ruarv  3.  to  Mx.  and  Mrs.  H.  Watts,  a  daughter. 


.HDarriages. 

Miall— Armstrong. — At  St.  Mark's.  Lewisham,  on 
January  oO.  Stephen  Miall,  LL.D..  B.Sc,  eldest  son  of 
Professor  Miall.  of  Leeds,  to  Edith  Emilie.  eldest  daughter 
of  Dr.  rienry  E.  Armstrong,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the 
Central  Technical  Institute. 

Vine — Hyde. — At  the  Registrar's  office,  Portsmouth,  on 
February  4,  John  Tine,  chemist  and  druggist,  Fratton,  to 
Margaret  Rosina  Hvde.  onlv  daughter  of  Mr.  Frank  Hvde. 
of  St.  Heliers.  C.I." 


Eeatbs. 


Brind. — On  December  23,  1906,  Mr.  Henry  Brind, 
Ballarat.  Victoria,  aged  seventy- four.  Mr.  Brind  was  born 
at  Codford,  Wiltshire,  and  went  out  to  Australia  in  1852. 
In  1867  he  opened  a  chemist's  shop  in  Ballarat.  Mr.  Brind's 
portrait  w  as  given  in  The  Chemist  axd  Druggist,  April  28, 
1905.  p.  654,  in  a  group  of  Anglo-Australian  chemists. 

Bcrrell. — At  16  Melville  Lane,  Montrose,  on  February  2. 
Madaline  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Burrell, 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Clark. — At  Houghton  House,  Victoria  Road,  Leicester, 
on  February  5.  Mr.  John  Webster  Clark,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  Mr.  Clark  had  an  attack  of 
bronchitis  in  January  and  recovered,  but  it  was  afterwards 
found  necessary  to  operate  for  an  internal  complaint.  In 
spite  of  Mr.  Clark's  advanced  age  the  operation  was  suc- 
cessfully performed,  but  his  strength  was  not  sufficient  to 
bear  him  up.  and  he  passed  away  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Clark 
was  born  at  Houghton-on-the-Hill,  and  was  apprenticed  to 
the  late  Mr.  Woodward,  chemist,  Haymarket,  Leicester. 
He  became  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  when  the  1852  Act 
passed,  and  started  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  Granby 
Street.  Leicester.  Later  he  joined  the  late  Messrs.  Xettle- 
ship  and  Bailey,  the  three  carrying  on  a  large  concern  in 
Belvoir  Street.  Mr.  Clark  took  an  active  part  in  the 
municipal  administration  of  the  borough,  and  for  many 
years  had  been  a  warm  supporter  of  the  charities  and 
benevolent  institutions  of  the  town.  He  was  an  ardent 
follower  of  the  hunt,  having  in  the  first  instance  been  advised 
to  ride  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  He  was  exceedingly 
fond  of  harses,  and  rode  until  he  was  eighty  years  of  age. 

Davies. — At  Tanybryn.  Caerphilly,  on  January  31.  Alice, 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Rhvmney.  Glamorganshire. 

Evans. — At  Aberdovey,  on  January  25,  Mr.  Daniel 
Ashton  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-two. 

Gibbins. — At  Gilfach,  near  Xeath,  on  February  3.  Mr. 
F.  J.  Gibbins.  J.P.,  for  fifty  years  proprietor  of  the 
Melyn  Chemical-works,  Xeath,  aged  seventy-six. 

Jones. — At  Church  Street.  Frodsham,  on  January  24, 
Mr.  John  Maurice  Jcnes.  chenust  and  druggist,  aged  fifty- 
five.  Mr.  Jcnes,  who  died  alter  a  painful  illness,  had 
carried  on  business  at  Frodsham  for  eighteen  vears. 


Gamble. — At  Windlehurst.  St.  Helens,  on  February  3,  Sir 
David  Gamble,  Bart..  K.C.B.,  aged  eighty-four.  Sir 
David  was  born  in  Dublin 
in  1825.  the  year  in  which 
the  salt-tax  was  repealed 
that  meant  so  much  to  the 
chemical-trade  in  which  he- 
was  destined  to  become  so 
successful.  Sir  David's 
father.  Mr.  Josias  Christo- 
pher Gamble,  was  a  Pres- 
byterian minister,  but 
while  pursuing  his  theo- 
logical studies  at  Glasgow 
University  he  became  fas- 
cinated with  the  study  of 
natural  science,  and  de- 
voted a  good  deal  of  his 
time  to  chemical  experi- 
ment. The  farmers  of  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  he 
lived  grew  flax,  and  thtii 
families  prepared  and  spun 

it.  Mr.  Gamble  experimented  until  he  was  able  to  pre- 
pare sclutions  of  chlorine  to  bleach  the  linen  manufactured 
by  the  hand-lcom  weavers.  He  started  a  small  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  bleaching-powder  in  county 
Monaghan ;  later  he  removed  to  Dublin,  from  there  to 
Liverpool,  and  finally  to  St.  Helens,  where  he  joined  the 
father  of  Mr.  E.  K.  Muspratt.  The  works  started  by  Mr. 
Gamble  and  Mr.  Muspratt  were  the  founding  of  the  great 
chemical-industry  at  St.  Helens.  After  some  years  Mr. 
Gamble  and  Mr.  Muspratt  separated.  Mr.  Gamble  remain- 
ing at  St.  Helens,  where  his  son,  Sir  David  Gamble,  and  his 
four  sons,  have  developed  the  business  to  its  present 
magnitude.  Sir  David  was  educated  at  Cowley  Hill,  at 
London  University  College,  and  at  the  Andersonian 
University,  Glasgow.  Besides  developing  the  business 
which  is  now  merged  in  the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd..  Sir 
David  Gamble  always  took  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  St.  Helens,  and  was  a  director  of 
Parr's  Bank  and  of  the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.  He  was 
associated  with  the  Volunteer  movement  for  many  years, 
being  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  2nd  Volunteer  Battalion 
South  Lancashire  Regiment.  He  was  created  a  Companion 
of  the  Bath  in  1887,  a  baronet  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
June  1897,  and  a  K.C.B.  a  little  over  a  year  ago. 

Kirk. — Suddenly,  at  18  St.  Helens  Road,  Hastings,  on 
February  3,  Mr.  Snowden  Kirk,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mexschootkix. — On  February  5,  at  St.  Petersburg,  Pro- 
fessor Menschootkin,  a  well-known  Russian  scientist,  aged 
sixty-four.  The  news  of  Professor  Mendeleeff's  death  found 
Menschootkin  delivering  a  lecture,  and  the  melancholy 
tidings  so  affected  him  that  he  quitted  the  lecture-room  at 
once,  and  twenty-four  hours  later  died  suddenly.  Professor 
Menschootkin  collaborated  with  Count  Witte  to  create  the 
Polytechnic  Institute  just  outside  St.  Petersburg,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  perfect  technical  high  schools  in  the  world. 

Pembertox. — At  Oban  House,  Heme  Bay.  on  February  1, 
after  only  two  days'  illness,  Mr.  Joseph  Pemberton,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  forty-six.  Mr.  Pemberton,  who  had 
carried  on  business  at  14  Central  Promenade,  Heme  Bay, 
since  1897,  was  formerly  in  business  as  Pemberton  &  Mal- 
colm, at  Willesden  Green  and  Cricklewcod.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  member  of  a  Surrey  cricket  club,  being  a  good 
all-round  player.  He  was  an  exceptionally  clever  photo- 
grapher, and  made  a  speciality  of  topical  picture  postcards, 
which  were  much  sought  after.  He  was  the  official  photo- 
grapher in  the  district  for  the  "  Daily  Mirror."  and  a  great 
deal  of  his  work  has  appeared  in  that  and  other  journals, 
including  the  "Tatler"  and  the  "Illustrated  Mail."  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  three  children.  Mr.  Pemberton  will  bo 
missed  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  to  whom  he  had  endeared 
himself  by  his  genial,  kindly,  and  cheerful  disposition.  The 
funeral  took  place  on  February-  4  at  Margate  Cemetery. 

Raxsford. — At  Folkestone,  on  February  1,  Mr.  Arthur 
Twitchcn  Ransford.  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  twenty- 
nine.  Mr.  Ransford.  who  assisted  his  father,  Mr.  William 
Ransford.  in  his  business,  had  suffered  for  some  time  from  a 
nervous  breakdown  and  insomnia  following  an  attack  of 


February  9,  1907 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


221 


influenza.  On  January  29  he  was  found  in  his  bedroom 
with  his  throat  cut.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where 
he  died  two  days  later.  A  coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  suicide  during  a  fit  of  temporary  insanity. 

Sandiland. — At  Leominster,  on  January  29,  Mr.  Eobert 
Burgess  Sandiland,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Bit  ester,  aged  eighty-nine. 


Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


The  executors  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  T.  War- 
hurst  have  opened  a  new  branch  shop  at  Garston. 

Messrs.  Noble,  Gray  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  acquired  the 
premises  at  78  Stoke  Newington  Eoad,  N.E. 

Mr.  E.  Hinkley,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a  new 
shop  at  96  Seaview  Road,  Liscard,  Cheshire. 

Messrs.  Taylor,  Brawn  &  Flood,  chemists,  Bedford, 
have  opened  a  branch  at  1  Stuart  Road,  Kempston. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Mtjddiman  is  continuing  in  business  as  a 
chemical-merchant  at  13  Cullum  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Mr.  A.  Henderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Black- 
pool, Chester,  has  established  a  new  business  at  Garston. 

Mr.  R.  Kier,  late  of  Mitcheldean,  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Robinson  at  86  Everton  Road,  Liver- 
pool. 

Mr.  D.  Halley,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Aberdeen,  has 
purchased  the  business  at  8  Albion  Parade,  Albion  Road, 
Stoke  Newington,  N. 

Mr.  B.  R.  Abrams,  chemist  and  druggist,  announces  his 
intention  of  shortly  vacating  the  premises  243  Pentonville 
Road,  King's  Cross,  N. 

Mr.  G.  Kennedy,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  disposed  of 
his  branch  shop  at  St.  Paul's  Road,  Rock  Ferry,  to  Messrs. 
Sutton  &  Co.,  late  of  Everton  Road,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  W.  Barton,  chemist  and  druggist,  17  Stratford  Road, 
Wolverton,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  his  late  manager, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Leeming,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  Sam  L.  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Messrs.  Clegg  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  at 
131  Manchester  Road,  Castleton,  near  Rochdale. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Long,  chemist,  in  consequence  of  the  pending 
demolition  of  his  premises  at  484  High  Road.  Tottenham, 
N.,  is  about  to  remove  to  No.  457  in  the  same  thoroughfare. 

Mr.  Walter  Schickert.  of  Dresden-Blasewitz,  who  has 
been  a  representative  of  Messrs.  C.  P.  Boehringer  &  Soehne, 
Mannheim,  for  four  years,  has  been  appointed  managing 
director  of  the  business. 


Ipersonaltties. 

Mr.  Andrew  Hogg,  chemist,  Leven,  has  been  appointed 
vice-chairman  of  the  Leven  Gas  Light  Co. 

Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  M.P.,  may  not  be  able  to  be  in  his 
place  in  Parliament  on  February  12,  as  he  is  confined  to  his 
bedroom  at  Peterborough  with  a  severe  chill. 

The  Colchester  Town  Council  have  decided  to  submit  the 
name  of  Councillor  E.  H.  Barritt,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  addition  to  the  roll  of  borough 
magistrates. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond,  F.R.S.,  has  given  another  300?.,  and 
Professor  Sir  James  Dewar,  F.R.S.,  100?.,  to  the  Royal 
Institution  Fund  for  the  Promotion  of  Experimental  Re- 
search at  Low  Temperatures. 

Mr.  rl.  P.  Mason,  for  many  years  with  the  Vinolia  Co., 
Ltd.,  has  been  appointed  representative  in  London  and  the 
Midlands  for  Messrs.  H.  Bronnley  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Warple 
Way,  Uxbridge  Road,  London,  W. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  ap- 
peared in  the  "  Standard  "  on  Wednesday,  mentioning  Mr. 
John  Newlands'  connection  with  the  "  periodic  law."  Mr. 
Tyrer   has  had   a   slight   attack   of   bronchitis,  which 


confined  him  to  bed  for  a  day  or  two,  but  he  got  back 
to  business  on  Thursday. 

A  Marriage  has  been  arranged,  and  is  expected  to  take 
place  on  March  21,  between  Professor  W.  A.  Tilden  and 
Julia  Mary,  younger  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  W. 
Ramie,  formerly  of  Jersey,  and  Mrs.  Ramie,  of  Ronceville, 
Northwood. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Oxen,  chemist  and  druggist,  Newcastle-under- 
Lyme,  has  been  installed  Chief  Ranger  of  Court  Castle  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  The  Court  Castle 
Branch  was  started  eleven  years  ago,  among  the  "  charter  " 
members  being  Mr.  C.  J.  Wain,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
who  was  Chief  Ranger  for  the  first  five  years. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Longman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Little- 
hampton,  has  just  celebrated  has  silver  wedding.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longman  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  town, 
and  they  have  received  numerous  presents.  The  local 
Masonic  Lodge,  of  which  Mr.  Longman  is  secretary,  pre- 
sented Mr.  Longman  with  a  silver  tea-service. 

Alderman  Ralph  Shorrock,  Mayor  of  Darwen, 
although  one  of  the  oldest  chemists  in  the  district,  is  by  no 
means  inactive.  During  the  past  few  days  he  has  presided 
over  the  Council  Chamber,  acted  as  President  of  the 
Tradesmen's  Association,  presided  over  the  annual  festival 
of  the  Co-operative  Society,  attended  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Grocers'  Association,  and  the  Burns  Society.  He  was 
a  speaker  at  the  Blackburn  Tradesmen's  dinner,  and  will 
attend  the  banquet  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers' 
Association. 

Dr.    Donald   MacAlister,    Fellow    and   Director  of 
Medical  Studies  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  Linacre 
Lecturer  of  Physic 
and  President  of 
the  General  Medi- 
cal   Council,  has 
been,  appointed 
Principal  of 
Glasgow  Univer- 
sity in  succession 
to  the  late  Princi- 
pal   Story.  This 
appointment  will 
give    pleasure  to 
many      of  Dr. 
Mac  Alister's 
friends    in  phar- 
macy,     and  al- 
though    it  may 
mean  the  loss  of 
his    more  direct 
services  to  medi- 
cine, it  is  likely  to 
have  a  considerable 
influence  upon  the 
Glasgow  Medical 
School,  which,  of 
recent   years,  has 
been  making  steady  progress,  although  it  is  overshadowed 
by  the  greater  reputation  of  Edinburgh.    Dr.  MacAlister  is 
an  all-round  scholar.    After  studying  at  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versity he  took  scholarships   at  "Balliol  and  Worcester 
Colleges,  Oxford,  and  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  At 
the  latter,  in  1876,  he  was  Herschel  prizeman,  and  in 
the  following  year  Senior  Wrangler  and  Smith's  prize- 
man.  At  that  time  his  bent  was  mathematical  and  physical, 
and  he  becr.me  mathematical  master  at  Harrow  in  1877  and 
lecturer  in   Natural   Philosophy   at   St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital    in    1879.    He    graduated    B.Sc.    at  London 
University  in  1877,  and  in  1881  took  the  M.B.  of  Cambridge 
and  M.R. CP. (London).    He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  since  1889,  as  a  representative  of 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  and  succeeded  Sir  William 
Turner  in  the  Presidency  in  1904.    He  is  in  his  fifty-third 
vear. 


Dr.  MacAlister. 


Young  Gentleman,  first-class  public  school  education,  well 
trained  and  skilful  chemist  and  phvsicist,  careful,  intrepid. 
Sr?S?'m??ilT  ,,s  Pr°Pared  to  FILL  any  DANGEROUS 

FUMUON-  Absolutely  no  fear  of  death.  More  danger  the 
better.  Highest  testimonials  and  references.— [An  advertise- 
ment in  the    Times  "  of  February  7,  1907.] 
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Graoe  iRotes. 

The  "  Fjoed  :'  Brand  of  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  placed 
on  the  market  by  Messrs.  Wyleys,  Ltd.,  Coventry,  who  call 
attention  to  this  season's  make. 

Messes.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  of  Liver- 
pool and  London,  will  send  to  any  of  our  readers,  on  request, 
samples  and  quotations  of  their  "Extra''  and  "Special" 
Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  1907  make. 

Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  Giltspur  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  are  offering  the  new  season's  cod-liver  oil 
from  the  Lofoten  fisheries,  and  emulsions  made  from  it. 
Prices  in  bulk  and  bottled  are  given  in  their  announcement 
in  this  issue. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  inform  us 
that  over  7,000  children  took  part  in  the  Boy  and  Bubble 
competition.  The  firm  find  it  a  longer  job  than  they  antici- 
pated counting  the  chemists  from  whom  the  parents  of  the 
youthful  artists  bought  their  Wright's  coal-tar  soap,  but 
they  expect  to  have  the  matter  settled  by  next  week. 

Messrs.  Sot/thall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham, 
inform  us  that  their  Lofoten  factory  was  fortunate  in 
getting  cod  livers  early,  and  making  the  first  portion  of  their 
season's  supply  of  oil  before  the  fishing  was  impeded  by  the 
storm.  Their  factory  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  they  invite 
inquiries  for  the  new  season's  oil. 

Papee  Blankets  are  a  novelty  introduced  by  Messrs.  James 
Spicer  &  Co.,  50  Upper  Thames  Street,  London,  E.C.,  which 
are  being  taken  up  by  hospitals.  The  material  is  soft  and 
made  of  wood-pulp  paper,  and  there  is  no  question  that  in 
warmth  a  sheet  of  it  is  equal  to  a  good  blanket.  We  have 
had  one  tried,  and  this  is  the  report  received.  The  blankets 
are  made  in  two  sizes  :  (1)  For  full-size  beds,  60  in.  by  60  in. ; 
and  (2)  for  single  beds,  40  in.  by  60  in. 

Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  95  Farringdon  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  have  been  appointed  sole  consignees  for  the 
United  Kingdom  for  Allen's  Foot  Ease  and  other  goods  from 
the  same  manufacturer.  Messrs.  Barclay  will  supply  these 
articles  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  sold  to  the  trade.  This  well-known  sundries 
house  are  also  sole  consignees  for  Agnew's  Catarrh  Powder 
and  Heart  Cure,  both  of  which  appear  to  be  much  in  public 
favour. 

Pine-pellets. — The  illustration  herewith  represents  a 
pa.ckap-e  of  Pinp-r*>Uets  which  are  placed  on  the  market  by 
Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Brighton.  The  label  on  the 
slide-box  is  brown  and  white, 
and  it  w—  be  noticed  that  a 
space  is  left  for  the  name  and 
address  of  the  retailer,  which  is 
added  when  three  dozen  boxes 
are  bought  at  one  time.  The 
pellets  are  compressed  lozenges 
in  which  pine  oil  is  employed,  the 
flavour  being  well  masked  by 
aniseed.  Two  sizes  of  packages 
are  offered — the  smaller  contain- 
ing fifty  pellets  and  the  larger 
twice  that  number.  The  whole- 
sale price  is  arranged  so  that 
while  the  pellets  can  be  retailed 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  the  retailer 
can  obtain  a  profit  computed  on  a 
liberal  basis.  Pine  pellets  are 
a  fashionable  form  of  remedy 
for  coughs  and  colds,  and 
should  be  good  sellers  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Imperial  Golf  Balls  Co.,  Ltd.,  Locksley  Street, 
Limehouse,  London,  E.,  have  recently  placed  on  the  market 
two  new  golf-balls,  the  "Jellicore,"  containing  an  inner 
core  of  gelatin  or  other  colloid  material  (Kingsett's  patent 
No.  12073  of  1906),  and  the  "  Sprite,"  which  has  a  chemi- 
cally "  excited  "  rubber  core.  The  company  have  bought 
the  patent-rights  in  the  "Sprite,"  and  chemists  indulging 
in  golf  as  a  pastime  or  as  a  side-line  will  be  interested  in 
the  scientific  resource  brought  to  bear  in  the  production  of 
these  balls. 


Messes.  Scott,  Moegan  &  Co.,  59  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.,  have,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Verley,  the  medical 
officer  in  charge,  sent  out  a  large  supply  of  "  Virogen  "  food 
for  the  sufferers  in  the  recent  earthquake  at  Kingston, 
Jamaica.  The  winner  of  the  "  Virogen  "  bat,  presented  by 
Messrs.  Scott,  Morgan  &  Co.  for  the  highest  average  in  the 
Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  League  during 
last  season,  was  Mr.  Peters,  of  May  &  Baker's  C.C., 
the  next  highest  being  Mr.  G.  R.  Moxon,  of  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co. 

Chemists'  Deliveey-bicycles. — During  the  past  month 
or  two  several  subscribers  have  inquired  of  us  where  they 
can  obtain  bicycles  with  carriers  for  sending  out  prescrip- 
tion and  other  small  parcels.  Among  the  advertisements  in 
this  issue  will  be  found  one  by  the  Harris  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd., 
Hill  Cross  Works,  Coventry,  who  offer  such  a  bicycle,  made 
specially  for  chemists,  complete  with  carrier  and  name-plate 
(a  valuable  advertisement),  at  a  moderate  price.  The  com- 
pany give  a  guarantee  with  each  machine.  Bicycles  offer 
considerable  advantages  over  other  means  of  delivery  and 
\iave  been  adopted  by  many  chemists.  A  catalogue  will  be 
sent  on  application  to  the  company. 

The  May  Bobeets  List. — The  price-list  for  1907  issued 
by  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists' 
sundriesmen,  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C.,  looked  at 
externally,  reminds  us  of  a  special  issue  of  The  Chemist 
and  Deuggist.  It  has  a  handsome  cover ;  it  is  bulky 
(8  inches  by  10§  inches),  containing  550  pages  of  matter 
well  and  clearly  printed  on  thin  but  good  paper.  The  list 
is  in  the  usual  four  parts — (1)  druggists'  sundries,  glass, 
etc.  (pp.  200)  ;  (2)  patent  medicines  (pp.  72)  ;  (3)  packed 
drugs,  perfumes,  toilet-articles,  etc.  (pp.  40)  ;  and  (4) 
photographies  (pp.  183).  The  section  last  named  is  more 
important  than  usual,  and  has  a  special  index  for  the 
section.  The  general  index  at  the  beginning  of  the  book 
is  very  well  done,  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  find- 
ing what  is  wanted  by  reference  to  it.  With  the  list 
Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.  are  issuing  particulars  of 
new  terms,  from  which  we  gather  that  country  orders  for 
21.  worth  or  more  of  sundries  will  be  sent  carriage  paid  ti> 
any  railway-station  or  seaport  in  the  United  Kingdom  in 
free  packages.  Country  orders  for  51.  worth  or  more  of 
proprietary  articles,  or  assorted  goods,  will  be  sent  in  free 
packages,  carriage  paid,  against  cash  at  seven  days.  There 
are  some  exceptions  to  this  last  concession.  For  instance, 
proprietary  articles  quoted  at  "  specia-1  cash-prices,"  cases 
of  mineral  waters,  condensed  milk,  or  similar  heavy  goods, 
proprietary  articles  sent  direct  from  the  makers  and  glass 
bottles  ordered  at  ex  works  prices. 


ftbe  Week's  (Poisonings. 

THIRTEEN  deaths  from  poisoning  have  taken  place 
during  the  week,  three  being  misadventures.  Three 
suicides  were  with  spirit  of  salt,  which  appears  to  be  in- 
creasing in  favour  as  a  suicide  medium,  and  one  misadven- 
ture was  caused  by  liquid  ammonia  being  given  to  Henry 
Solomon  (85),  of  Birmingham,  in  mistake  for  medicine. 
The  hydrochloric-acid  victims  were  Frances  Eveline  Boot 
(18),  of  Sutton;  William  Thomas  (17),  a  Battersea  bottle- 
wirer ;  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Duggan  (59),  of  Southwark. 
One  misadventure  took  place  with  laudanum  at  Southwell, 
an  overdose  being  inadvertently  taken  by  Mary  Young  (87). 
Two  suicides  with  laudanum  are  recorded,  one  at  Hull, 
where  William  Robinson,  a  bookkeeper,  ended  his  career 
with  it,  and  the  other  at  Landport,  where  it  was  taken  by 
Wallace  Spankie.  The  inquest  on  Spankie  has  had  a  sensa- 
tional development.  It  appears  that  he  had  lived  with  a 
married  woman  named  Clark,  and,  as  the  laudanum  bottle 
found  by  the  body  of  deceased  bore  the  label  of  Mr.  W.  R. 
Atterbury,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mr.  Atterbury  was  called 
as  a  witness.  While  giving  evidence  Mr.  Atterbury  recog- 
nised the  woman  Clark,  who  was  in  Court,  and  another 
woman  with  her  as  coming  to  his  shop  for  laudanum.  Mrs. 
Clark  said  the  laudanum  was  for  her  father,  but  at  the 
f.djourned  inquest  she  said  that  was  untrue  and  that  she 
wanted  the  laudanum  to  poison  herself.  Walter  Gibbs, 
who  was  described  as  "  chemist  assistant  at  Mr.  Chandler's, 
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Arundel  Street,"  deposed  to  serving  Mrs.  Clark  and  another 
woman  with  threepennyworth  of  laudanum  for  sleeplessness. 
He  gave  her  1  dr.  laudanum  "  and  the  rest  burnt  sugar." 
The  woman  Clark  was  afterwards  arrested  on  a  charge  of 
attempted  suicide.— Dr.  R.  P.  Fouracre  (72),  of  Tollington 
Park,  London,  poisoned  himself  with  prussic  acid  in  a 
Swindon  hotel. — A  woman  named  Pommanney  committed 
suicide  at  Chilworth  by  taking  poison,  the  symptoms  point- 
ing to  prussic  acid. — William  Johnson  (50),  an  Islington 
photographer,  took  a  solution  of  potassium  cyanide. — Car- 
bolic acid  was  taken  with  fatal  results  by  Hannah  Barnes 
(47),  of  Highbury,  and  by  Emily  Mackenzie,  of  Dunmow. 
Both  women  were  suffering  from  mental  depression. — The 
adjourned  inquest  on  Robert  Maurice  Collinge  (24),  a 
medical  student  at  the  London  Hospital,  who  was  found 
dead  at  the  Great  Northern  Hotel,  King's  Cross,  on  Jan- 
uary 2,  was  held  on  February  4.  Dr.  Freyberger,  the 
L.C.C.  toxicologist,  who  made  an  analysis  of  the  contents 
of  the  stomach,  found  a  small  quantity  of  an  alkaloid  which 
proved  to  be  morphine.  He  confirmed  the  opinion  expressed 
in  previous  evidence  by  Dr.  Spilsby  that  the  mode  of  death 
was  asphyxia. 


Bruci^torcs  association. 


THE  Council  of  the  Drug  Stores  Association  of  Great 
Britain  met  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  Leeds,  on  Wednesday, 
January  30,  Mr.  Walter  Huntrods  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Report. — Mr.  A.  Dobson  (Secretary)  presented  his  first 
quarterly  report,  stating  that  the  membership  has  increased 
more  than  fourfold,  and  five  had  been  enrolled  that  day. 
He  had  compiled  a  members'  register  and  a  list  of  possible 
members.  The  greatest  increase  had  occurred  in  Liver- 
pool, where  the  services  of  two  energetic  Local  Secretaries 
had  been  obtained,  and  Mr.  E.  S.  G.  Mayo,  of  Bootle,  had 
undertaken  the  duties  of  Vice-President. 

Local  Secretaries. — The  following  have  been  appointed 
since  the  last  meeting  : 

J.  Wade,  56  Boalcr  Street,  Liverpool. 

R.  S.  Smith,  139  Linacre  Eoad,  Litherland,  Liverpool. 

W.  Davies.  155  Waterloo  Street,  Oldham. 

C.  Manfull,  Thurgarton  Street,  Nottingham. 

Geo.  Wilson,  51  Hawthorne  Avenue,  Hull. 

T.  M.  James,  Cinderford,  Gloucester. 

A.  W.  Holmes,  South  Wigston,  Leicester. 

W.  Brookes,  Wolverhampton  Street,  Dudley. 

W.  V.  Thomas,  Aberdovey,  Wales. 

F.  H.  Ralphs,  Grimsby. 

W.  Rainbow,  Victoria  Street,  Coventry. 

Letters. — The  Secretary  and  the  President  reported  that 
they  had  received  large  numbers  of  congratulatory  letters. — 
A  letter  of  condolence  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  late  Mr.  Bolesworth,  Saltley,  near  Birmingham. 

Kelly's  Directory,  etc. — The  President  stated  that 
he  had  had  an  interview  with  Messrs.  Kelly  with  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  compiled  their  Chemists'  Direc- 
tory, and  they  had  agreed  to  follow  out  his  suggestions, 
which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  Association  and  of  service 
to  wholesale  houses.  He  had  also  had  an  interview  with  a 
number  of  leading  proprietary-medicine  manufacturers  on 
an  important  matter  which  he  could  not  at  present  make 
public. 

An  Auxiliary  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Clarkson,  Farley,  Kirkman,  and  Shaw,  was  appointed  to 
assist  the  President. 

Legislation. — Mr.  J.  Hutton  said  that  although  he  had 
only  recently  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Council,  he 
had  seen  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  say  that  the  work  was 
being  efficiently  carried  out. — The  President  also  spoke 
briefly  on  the  Association's  aims,  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  ignoring  the  rights  and  vested  interests  of  those 
men  who  had  devoted  their  whole  lives  to  the  drug-trade. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clarkson  (Treasurer)  presented  accounts,  which 
were  passed  for  payment. 


Miss  Theodora  Butcher,  of  Chesham,  Bucks,  who  took 
two  tablets  of  nerchloride  of  mercury  in  mistake  for  cascara 
tab'ets,  and  who  died  after  lingering  several  days,  was  or> 
Thursday  the  snbject  of  an  inquest,  at  which  the  jury  found 
a  verdict  of  accidental  death. 


©psoiun  treatment. 


rHE  Friday  evening  discourse  at  the  Royal  Institution 
on  February  1  was  by  Sir  Almroth  E.  Wright,  M.D., 
the  title  being  "The  Methods  of  Combating  the  Bacteria 
of  Disease  in  the  Interior  of  the  Organism."  Sir  James 
Crichton-Browne  was  in  the  chair.  Sir  Almroth  E.  Wright 
is  pathologist  and  bacteriologist  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
Paddington,  London,  W.,  and  was  knighted  last  year  in, 
recognition  of  his  services  to  medical  science  in  discovering 
the  opsonin  treatment  of  germ-diseases.  The  discourse 
began  by  comparing  the  ravages  of  bacterial  diseases  with 
the  nocturnal  attacks  of  the  man-eating  ghouls  in  Mr. 
H.  G.  Wells's  "Time-machine."  It  is  uncivilised,  said'. 
Sir  Almroth,  to  get  carried  away  by  bacterial  diseases. 
In  years  to  come  people  will  look  upon  the  ravages  of 
bacterial  disease  just  as  we  in  the  present  day  regard  the 
wolves  that  used  to  exist  in  England.  No  serious  effort 
has  been  made  to  get  rid  of  these  diseases.  The  methods 
adopted  hitherto  have  been  hygienic  measures  and  pre- 
ventive inoculation.  The  first  includes  the  provision  of 
good  drainage,  isolation  of  the  infected,  and  use  of  anti- 
septics to  kill  bacteria.  This  method  the  lecturer  likened 
to  killing  all  foreign  soldiers  so  that  the  British  nation 
could  rest  without  fear  of  invasion,  and  that  it  is  in- 
effectual is  proved  by  the  fact  that  1,200,000  people  have 
died  of  plague  in  India.  Much  could  be  done  by  preventive 
inoculation,  but  the  method  has  its  limitations.  At  pre- 
sent vaccination  against  small-pox  is  having  a  very  hard 
fight,  and  it  would  probably  be  impossible  to  obtain  legis- 
lative support  for  an  extension  of  the  system  against 
other  diseases.  The  third  way  is  to  wait  till  the  enemy  has 
taken  possession  of  the  body  and  then  try  to  dislodge 
him.  This  has  many  advantages,  and  involves  no  legis- 
lative difficulty.  The  fight  has  to  be  carried  on  with 
bacteriotropic  agents,  which  were  defined  as  substances 
which  turn  towards  and  enter  into  chemical  combination 
with  bacteria,  to  their  destruction.  Next  a  slide  showing 
the  hay-bacillus  on  a  gelatin-culture  was  exhibited,  and: 
emphasis  laid  on  the  profound  chemical  changes 
which  take  place  when  these  bacilli  are  treated  with  corrosive 
sublimate.  Several  bacteriotropic  substances  have  been 
discovered  in  the  blood,  these  in  order  of  discovery  being 
(1)  bactericidal  substances,  (2)  agglutinins,  (3)  bacterio- 
lysins,  (4)  opsonins.  The  composition  of  blood  was  then 
referred  to.  Blood  kept  from  clotting  by  the  addition  of 
citrate  or  oxalate  of  soda  separates  into  plasma,  white  cor- 
puscles, and  red  corpuscles;  while  clotted  blood  consists  of 
clot,  fibrin,  and  corpuscles.  The  action  of  agglutinin  wai 
shown  by  introducing  some  into  a  tube  of  serum,  a  granular 
precipitate  forming  in  a  few  minutes.  The  white  blood- 
corpuscles,  or  phagocytes,  have  the  power  of  ingesting 
bacteria,  this  being  spontaneous  and  small  in  amount.  The 
phagocytosis  can,  however,  be  increased  enormously  by  the 
introduction  of  blood-serum  containing  opsonins,  which 
makes  the  bacteria  "  tasty  morsels  "  for  the  white  corpuscles, 
A  few  slides  were  then  shown  to  illustrate  these  remarks, 
such  as  the  bacteria  of  staphylococcus,  Malta  fever,  tubercle, 
and  anthrax.  When  bacteriotropic  substances  are  only 
present  in  small  quantities  in  the  blood,  a  man  is  liable  to, 
disease,  and  a  rational  system  of  therapeutics  consists  in 
increasing  the  bacteriotropic  substances.  The  principle  is. 
that  when  the  body  is  inoculated  with  a  vaccine,  thebody 
produces  a  vaccinotropic  substance.  If  milk  is  injected 
hypodermically,  a  galactotropic  substance  is  developed  in 
a  few  davs  and  serum  from  the  blood  would  be  found  to 
clot  milk"  The  vaccines  used  in  the  future  will  be  dead 
bacterial  cultures,  which,  although  dead,  are  not  offensive. 
The  method  of  increasing  the  bacteriotropic  power  of  the 
blood  is  more  than  a  pathological  curiosity,  it  can  be  applied 
as  a  preventive.  Already  lupus  has  been  cured  by  increasing 
the  bacteriotropic  power  of  the  patient's  blood.  This  is  a 
local  bacteriological  affection,  and  the  task  is  not  so  easy 
where  constitutional  disturbances  accompany  the  local 
symptoms.  It  should,  however,  be  a  simple  matter  to 
orotect  against  each  infectious  disease  by  suitable  injections, 
and  the  medical  immunisator  must  apply  himself  to  dis- 
covering the  best  vaccines  or  resislers.  Laboratories  have 
already  been  established  at  St.  George's  and  the  London 
Hospitals. 
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^festivities. 


Hockey,  Cricket   and  Whist. 

Messes.  Reynolds  &  Branson,  Ltd.,  of  Leeds,  can  boast 
of  a  hockey  club  as  well  as  a  cricket  club,  and  among  the 
devotees  of  the  increasingly  popular  winter  pastime  the 
Reynolds  &  Branson's  Hockey  Club  has  become  quite 
prominent.  The  members  of  the  two  clubs  met  on  Feb- 
ruary 1,  and  along  with  a  few  friends  (numbering  eighty-two 
altogether)  had  a  whist-drive  at  the  Old  Bank  Restaurant, 
Commercial  Street,  Leeds.  The  evening  was  voted  a  splendid 
success.  Mr.  H.  Woodhead  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Club) 
and  Mr.  Price  were  M.C.s.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dykes  were  the 
popular  recipients  of  double  honours  for  the  evening, 
securing  gentleman's  second  prize  and  lady's  first  prize 
respectively.  Other  prizes  awarded  were  to  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Clark  (second  lady's)  and  to  Mr.  Ellis  (Goodall,  Back- 
house &  Co.)  (first  gentleman's).  Miss  Nendick  and  Mr.  H. 
Smith  securing  the  special  "sealed-number  prizes.  Mr. 
J.  Hull  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.)  announced  the  winners  and 
;  presented  the  prizes. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  tenth  annual  general  meeting  was  held  in  the  Imperial 
Hotel  on  Friday,  February  1.  Previous  to  the  meeting  the 
company  sat  down  to  supper,  the  Captain  (Mr.  J.  Stott) 
■presiding,  supported  by  the  principal  guest,  Mr.  J.  Ruther- 
ford Hill.  The  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured, 
the  toast  of  "The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club"  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hill,  who  congratulated  the  members  upon 
the  success  of  the  club  and  the  benefits  that  such  an  associa- 
tion does  to  the  craft  by  affording  opportunities  for  social 
intercourse.  The  Captain,  in  reply,  stated  that  from  the 
beginning  the  membership,  usefulness,  and  interest  in  the 
club  had  been  steadily  growing. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  McCutcheon)  submitted  his 
report  for  the  season,  which  stated  that  the  members  had 
turned  out  in  large  numbers  to  the  various  competitions. 
The  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  C.  F.  Henry)  presented  the 
financial  statement,  which  showed  a  considerable  balance  in 
hand.  A  guinea  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Captain,  Hon.  Secretary,  and 
Hon.  Treasurer  were  unanimously  re-elected,  Mr.  George 
"Baxter  being  appointed  Assistant  Secretary,  and  Messrs. 
A.  C.  Aitken,  J.  Anderson,  C.  Officer,  D.  S.  Philp,  Geo. 
Robertson,  E.  Steven,  and  C.  Stewart  members  of  committee. 
Fourteen  new  members  were  elected.  During  the  evening 
Messrs.  Manson  and  Nesbit  delighted  the  company  with 
songs  and  Messrs.  Murray  and  Jackson  with  recitations. 

Ashton-under-Lyne  Chemists'  Association. 

The  second  annual  dinner  was  given  in  the  George  and 
Dragon  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  February  5,  Alderman  J.  J. 
Phillip,  J. P.  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  company  of 
thirty-five  included  Dr.  Hancock  (M.O.H.  for  Staly- 
bridge),  Alderman  A.  Simpson,  J. P.,  Councillor  J.  Avison, 
J. P.,  Messrs.  Lane,  Arnfield,  Davis,  C.  and  J.  Heath,  Rand, 
R.  Needham,  P.  Bagnall,  and  J.  Holroyd.  The  loyal  toast 
having  been  honoured,  Mr.  Avison  proposed  that  of  "  The 
President,"  which  was  enthusiastically  received.  Mr. 
Lane,  in  a  capital  speech,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Association."  He  stated  that  it  is  just  thh'ty-eight  years 
since  the  last  dinner  of  the  old  Ashton-under-Lyne  and 
Dukinfield  Chemists'  Association  was  held,  and  the 
chemists  in  the  district  had  been  dormant  until  last  year. 
He  was  pleased  that  they  had  in  the  room  a  connecting  link 
between  the  two  Associations — viz.,  Councillor  J.  Avison, 
J.P.  Mr.  Harrison  having  replied,  other  toasts  were 
honoured,  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society"  being' given  by 
Alderman  J.  Simpson,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Bagnall, 
and  "  The  Medical  Profession  "  by  Councillor  Avison,  and 
responded  to  by  Dr.  Hancock.  The  remainder  of  the  even- 
ing was  devoted  to  music,  Messrs.  H.  D.  Albert  (bass), 
Nightingdale  (violinist),  Mellor  (tenor),  G.  H.  Lister 
(humorist),  and  Whitehead  (accompanist)  doing  excellent 
service  in  this  department. 

Boots'  Managers  Dine. 

The  managers  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  including  managers  of  de- 
partments at  the  head  office  and  warehouses  and  the  retail 


managers  of  the  branches  in  the  district  of  Xottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire,  and  Lincolnshire,  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  January  30  at  Nottingham.  The  Chairman  was  Mr.  A. 
Thompson  (general  manager),  who  was  supported  by  Mr. 
E.  S.  Waring  (director),  Mr.  E.  L.  Milne  (secretary),  and 
Mr.  S.  Rhodes  (vice-chairman).  The  company  numbered 
about  sixty.  After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  honoured, 
"The  Firm"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Rhodes  (Burton),  and 
the  Chairman  responded.  In  reply  to  "The  Office  and 
Wholesale  Staffs,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Thorpe  (Derby),  Mr. 
T.  S.  Ratcliffe  gave  the  following  statistics  : 

Every  year  they  received  at  Station  Street  very  much 
over  half  a  million  of  letters,  and  the  cheques  sent  out,  if 
placed  on  end,  would  cover  a  distance  of  4-g  miles.  If  the 
manufacturers'  invoices  received  were  placed  end  to  end 
they  would  cover  22£  milos,  while  the  branch  invoices 
would  cover  seventy-five  miles,  and  the  counter-books  used, 
if  stacked,  would  reach  9,733  ft.  high. 

Mr.  Waring  also  spoke ;  then  ' 1  The  Branch  Managers  and 
Retail  Staff "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Aspden  and  replied 
to  by  Mr.  Playford.  A  musical  programme  varied  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  contributors  being  Messrs.  Waring,  Bentley, 
Bennett,  Thompson,  A.  J.  Smith,  J.  Clarke,  and  H. 
Hodgkinson  (accompanist).  The  arrangements  were  in  the 
capable  hands  of  Mr.  W.  Kerridge  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Reynolds. 

Light  Beer. 

Some  leading  chemists  were  revelling  in  light  beer  on  the 
evening  of  Tuesday,  February  5.  The  occasion  was  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Institute  of  Brewing,  Mr.  A.  Gordon 
Salamon  being  in  the  chair.  Professor  Meldola  (President 
of  the  Chemical  Society)  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  In- 
stitute," and  in  the  course  of  his  speech  regretted  that 
after  the  success  of  the  agitation  for  duty-free  alcohol  for 
industrial  purposes  chemical-manufacturers  do  not  yet  seem 
very  keen  to  make  use  of  their  newly  acquired  facilities. 
The  President,  in  his  reply,  gave  a  facetious  turn  to  this 
grave  reflection,  saying  that  Professor  Meldola  did  not 
mean  to  suggest  that  the  brewing-industry  weuld  not  be 
prepared  to  take  advantage  of  duty-free  alcohol  if  it  had 
the  chance.  Mr.  Salamon  also  referred  to  the  recent  article 
in  the  "  Times  "  in  regard  to  drink-laws  in  Scandinavia,  and 
hinted  that  the  Danish  plan  might  be  followed  of  allowing 
beer  under  a  certain  alcoholic  strength  to  go  duty-free.  He 
further  suggested  that  the  medical  profession  should  study 
the  physiological  action  of  beer  containing  only  4  per  cent, 
of  alcohol,  compared  with  the  effects  of  the  foam  and 
flavour  producing  ingredients  of  certain  temperance 
beverages.  Sir  William  Ramsay,  in  a  humorous  speech, 
acknowledging  the  toast  of  "The  Guests,"  backed  up  the 
President,  and  said  that  a  serious  endeavour  might  be 
made  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  light  beer. 

Scarborough  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Castle  Hotel  on 
Thursday  evening,  January  31,  and  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  gatherings  in  the  Association's  history. 
The  following  members  and  friends  were  present  :  Mr. 
J.  W.  Longdin  (President),  Messrs.  E.  R.  Cross,  J.  W. 
Chapman,  R.  M.  Hill,  G.  H.  Meadley,  W.  H.  Newton,  W. 
Kirby,  R.  J.  Simms,  Alfred  Jones,  F.  A.  Lord,  T.  H. 
Brisby,  B.  Clements,  T.  E.  Edmond,  R.  Gilchrist,  G. 
Caddy,  W.  R.  Eyre,  E.  Parker,  R.  Garner,  E.  M.  Chap- 
man, W.  A.  Senior  (Secretary),  and  Messrs.  P.  S.  Smith 
(Pickering),  W.  H.  Beckett  (Terrv  &  Sons),  F.  W.  Wilson 
(Bleasdale,  Ltd.),  J.  F.  Buckman  (D.  &  W.  Gibbs),  and 
J.  S.  Edwards  (Hall,  Forster).  After  the  loyal  toast  Mr. 
R.  M.  Hill  proposed  that  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
and  Mr.  E.  R.  Cross  replied.  Mr.  Gilchrist,  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  coupled  each  visitor's  name 
with  the  town  from  which  he  came,  giving  also  a  brief 
historical  sketch  of  the  places  represented.  Messrs.  Buck- 
man,  Beckett,  Edwards,  and  Wilson  replied.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  in  a  eulogistic  speech,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
President  and  Members  of  the  Scarborough  Chemists' 
Association,"  to  which  the  President  replied  in  his  most 
happy  vein.  The  musical  portion  of  the  programme  was 
well  sustained  by  Messrs.  Wilson,  Hill,  Longdin,  Alfred 
Jones  (elocutionist),  and  Edmond  (accompanist).  The 
proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  at  12.30  by  the  hearty 
singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 
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©bsecvations  ant)  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


We  Eat  too  much  Meat 

is  the  burden  of  an  excellent  article 
by  Dr.  George  Sealy,  of  Weybridge,  in  the  "British 
Medical  Journal  "  of  January  26.  The  popular  notion  of  old 
English  fare,  mighty  barons  of  beef  and  flagons  of  ale,  is 
probably  traceable  to  historical  novels,  and  incorrect 
generally  ;  though  it  is  true  that  meat  was  much  cheaper  in 
old  than  in  modern  England.  But  Dr.  Sealy's  estimate  that 
in  consequence  of  the  importations  of  live,  frozen,  and 
tinned  meats  we  consume  four  times  as  much  per  head  as  the 
last  generation  did,  certainly  wants  confirming.  But,  how- 
ever this  may  be,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  classes  who 
have  appendicitis  and  other  abdominal  troubles  eat  three  or 
four  times  as  much  meat  as  is  good  for  them.  They  do  not 
remember  enough,  says  Dr.  Sealy,  that  meat  is  a  stimulant. 
Those  who  eat  the  most  are  those  who  want  the  most  meals. 
They  thus  overload  the  stomach  without  knowing  it,  and 
cast  on  the  liver  and  kidneys  more  work  than  these  organs 
can  properly  accomplish.  The  doctor  also  debits  the  exces- 
sive eating  of  meat  with  the  loss  of  nerve,  which  we  too 
readily  attribute  to  what  we  call  our  strenuous  lives.  An 
American  doctor  came  to  similar  conclusions  about  a  year 
ago,  and  he  and  Dr.  Sealy  both  support  their  opinions  by 
actual  experiences.  Dr.  Sealy's  view  is  that  we  should  get 
more  good  from  our  meals  and  enjoy  them  more,  though  we 
should  want  them  less,  if  we  limited  our  meat-consumption 
to  once  in  the  day  only. 
A  Natural  or  Acquired  Incompatibility 

has  always  severed  the 
legal  from  the  medical  mind,  and  this  condition  may  have 
influenced  Mr.  Justice  Warrington's  judgment  in  the 
Clifford  case.  It  is  an  intelligible  and  reasonable  proposi- 
tion that  the  High  Court  cannot  be  bound  by  the  ruling  of 
such  a  sublime  and  unaccountable  tribunal  as  the  General 
Medical  Council  when  it  exercises  its  judicial  authority, 
and  if  Mr.  Justice  Warrington  had  limited  himself  to  that 
position,  his  argument  would  have  been  unassailable.  In 
view  of  the  statutory  creation  of  the  Council's  functions 
and  of  previous  judgments  maintaining  its  findings,  he 
could  not  ignore  the  facts  which  it  professed  to  have 
ascertained,  though  in  an  independent  case  he  was  not 
required  to  take  the  same  view  of  them;  but  his  studied 
effort  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  "  infamous  or  disgraceful 
conduct  in  a  professional  respect  "  which  the  Council  found 
was  something  less  heinous  than  the  "professional  miscon- 
duct" which  the  deed  of  partnership  before  him  contem- 
plated, was  an  exercise  in  phraseological  exactitude  which 
will  hardly  commend  itself  to  anyone  but  lawyers.  More 
important  than  the  particular  case,  however,  was  the 
Judge's  thinly  veiled  contempt  of  the  bases  on  which  the 
Medical  Council  had  attributed  "  infamous  conduct  "  pro- 
fessionally to  the  plaintiff  then  before  him. 
Advertising' 

is  clearly  the  awkward  corner  where  Mr.  Justice 
Warrington  diverges  from  the  General  Medical  Council. 
To  the  Council  it  is  abhorrent,  dishonourable,  and  ruinous  to 
the  fair  fame  and  right  conduct  of  the  professions  it  controls 
that  any  one  member  of  either  should  seek  patients  by 
touting  or  by  the  publication  of  claims  of  superior  skill.  The 
Judge  finds  that  advertising  is  not  prohibited  by  any 
statute,  and  though  he  probably  would  disclaim  sympathy 
with  the  practice  generally,  he  apparently  cannot  bring 
himself  to  see  that  it  is  any  more  discreditable  to  a  dentist 
than  to  a  soap-maker.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  indicate  exactly 
the  distinction.    The  same  rules  of  moral  conduct  which 


apply  to  one  ought  to  govern  the  other.  Doctors  and 
dentists  are  not  of  different  spiritual  fibre  from  the  rest  of 
us.  And  yet  to  the  average  patient  the  idea  of  the  con- 
sultants of  Harley  Street,  or  the  dozen  general  practitioners 
by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  scrambling  for  the  care  of  his 
body,  and  detailing  their  academic  honours  and  clinical 
triumphs  in  circulars,  in  booklets,  or  in  the  columns  of  news- 
papers, is  revolting.  But  as  soon  as  he  divests  himself  of 
the  character  of  a  patient  and  becomes  a  mere  customer, 
the  fierce  strife  and  vast  expenditure  of  the  purveyors  of 
wine,  whisky,  pianos,  motors,  hats,  bonnets,  boots,  and 
shirts  to  secure  his  patronage  suggest  nothing  unfair  and' 
excite  no  resentment — at  the  worst  only  amusement.  Why 
do  we  thus  measure  our  fellow-creatures  by  such  varying 
standards  ?  The  ethical  problem  is  further  complicated 
by  the  fact  that  when  a  doctor  adopts  the  familiar  trick  of 
connecting  his  name  with  a  particular  complaint  by  means 
of  a  book,  we  do  not  experience  any  indignation,  though  we 
perfectly  understand  the  purpose. 
Rents,  Rates,  Wages,  and  General  Expenses 

have  all  been- 

going  up  in  Glasgow,  says  Mr.  Moir;  and  at  the  same  time 
prices  for  the  goods  which  chemists  supply  have  been  steadily 
going  down.  This  state  of  things  is  by  no  means  peculiar 
to  Glasgow.  In  London  and  other  large  cities  many  of  us 
can  recall  famous  streets  where  in  our  young  days  the  bright 
glitter  of  the  chemists'  shops  was  an  attractive  feature,  but 
where  now  gloomy  hat  or  umbrella  or  tea  and  bread-and- 
butter  shops  are  substituted.  The  chemist  has  either  gone- 
altogether  or  has  been  pushed  into  a  side  street.  And  yet, 
as  Mr.  Moir  says,  the  rents  in  those  main  thoroughfares 
have  steadily  gone  up.  That  must  mean  that  retail  trade 
generally  is  better ;  there  is  more  competition  for  stands  in 
those  great  streets.  So  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  we 
have  not  kept  our  relative  position  in  the  shopkeeping  world. 
Is  that  our  fault?  Not  entirely,  I  think.  The  great 
department  stores  chose  the  chemist  as  the  awful  example 
of  high  prices.  This  coincided  with  tradition,  and  besides 
did  not  cost  much  to  demonstrate.  To  a  large  extent  they 
kept  up  the  prices  of  furniture,  of  drapery,  of  ironmongery, 
of  stationery,  and  whenever  the  profits  of  these  sections  are 
revealed  they  rather  astonish  us.  Those  goods  are  sold  for 
pounds  while  drugs  are  sold  for  shillings,  and  yet  the  rate 
of  profit  seems  much  the  same  in  both  cases. 

The  Glasgow  Proposals 

to  remedy  the  unfortunate  condition 
which  it  is  agreed  exists  are  valiant,  but  vain.  "  The  bogey 
which  frightened  us  some  years  ago  has  been  laid  to  rest,'' 
said  Mr.  Moir.  If  that  means  that  customers  are  not  now 
as  keen  on  cut  prices  as  they  were,  Glasgow  must  be  peculiar 
in  this  respect.  Several  speakers  stated  that  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  getting  higher  than  store-prices  for  medicines : 
but  even  these  were  prudent  enough  to  advise  that  any 
arrangement  to  advance  should  be  strictly  "private  and 
confidential." 

Low  Prices 

naturally  suggest  Bond  Street,  of  which  all 
Londoners  are  proud.  His  Grace  the  landlord  of  that  street 
is  probably  as  well  aware  as  anybody  else  of  the  trading- 
value  of  the  thoroughfare,  and  the  occupiers  of  shops  there 
must  consider  him  when  they  arrange  their  scales  of  profits. 
My  own  experience  of  Bond  Street  charges  is  limited  to  once 
paying  18s.  bd.  for  cleaning  a  watch,  and  though  I  no  lcnger 
lavish  my  savings  in  that  gorgeous  style,  I  notice  that  Bond 
Street  still  looks  prosperous,  and  indeed  brilliant.  Very 
rarely  is  there  a  place  to  let  there,  and  even  its  chemists  seem 
contented.  There  is,  indeed,  one  more  in  the  street  than 
when  I  first  knew  it.  This  only  goes  to  show  that  retail 
business  of  the  highest  class  is  by  no  means  played  out  yet ; 
but  let  it  be  remembered  always  that  only  the  minutest 
fraction  of  us  live  in  Bond  Street  or  in  a  like  locality,  and  we 
must  be  cautious  not  to  let  ourselves  be  too  much  influence:! 
by  its  contemplation. 
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STANDARD 


DISINFECTANTS. 


"OKOL"   coefficiency  22 \   >  , 

"BACTOX"   ,,         13  oi-  101  a  ®  ? 

*  "  SPECIAL  CRUDE  SANITAS  "  7  to  BY  g  o  | 

"CREOCIDE  "    „  5  to   6  ■  %  gj  e» 

"SOLDIS"   ,,  2^  5°  W 

*  N.B. — "  Special  Crude  Sanitas  "  is  the  only  existing 

strong  germicide  which  is  also  an  oxidant. 


THE 

"SANITAS"  Co.,  Ltd., 

LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 


C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

Managing  Director. 


Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT  S  PATENT,  Ltd.,  24  &  25  Fenchurch  St.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


JEWSBURY  & 
BROWN'S 

MINERAL 
WATERS. 

Ardwick  Green,  Manchester. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  DC, 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S,W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


fRENCH*CERMAN 

proprietary  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION.  LOWEST  PRICES. 


MUNN'S 

Genuine 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

New  Season's  make.     Finest  Quality. 

Lowest  price  on  app'ication  to 

W.  A,  MUNN, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


FOOD 


NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

6  &  8  EASTCHEAP-  E.C. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.    Pamphlets  gratis. 


REGINALD    W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludtrate  Hill,  London. 


Ebttoual  Continents. 


Parliamentary. 

Ox  the  eve  of  the  reassembling  of  Parliament  (February  12) , 
the  only  leading  we  are  able  to  present  in  regard  to 
pharmacy  legislation  comes  from  Mr.  James  Reid,  of  Dum- 
fries (see  p.  241).  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  said  nothing 
about  the  matter  on  Wednesday,  but  we  surmise  that  the 
experimental  conference  with  representatives  of  local  asso- 
ciations to  be  held  on  February  27  has  something  to  do 
with  legislation  or  will  be  an  opportunity  to  talk  about  it. 
So  far  chemists'  associations  have  done  well  in  interviewing 
or  otherwise  trying  to  persuade  members  of  Parliament 
to  ballot  for  a  place  for  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  if  anyone 
is  fortunate  in  securing  a  good  place  Mr.  Winfrey  will  be 
prompt  enough  in  reintroducing  the  Bill.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Reid  comes  close  to  the  truth 
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of  the  matter  in  urging  delay  ;  but  there  is  one  element  in 
the  situation  which  is  bound  to  dominate  the  policy  of  the 
Session,  and  that  is  what  the  Government  does  about  the 
"Poisons  Bill.    If  the  Earl  of  Crewe  brings  it  in  again  as 
it  left  the  House  of  Lords  last  year  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  cannot  delay  introduction  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
and  it  should  preferably  be  placed  in  the  first  instance 
before  the  same  assembly  as  the  Government  Bill— whether 
Lords  or  Commons.    This  would  be  the  quickest  way  to 
reach  a  clear  issue  and  have  the  question  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee decided.    We  do  not  agree  that  the  change  in  presi- 
dency is  a  reason  for  delay,  or  that  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should,  whoever  he  may  be,  take 
the  Parliamentary  burden  upon  his  shoulders.    This  way  of 
proceeding  works  out  into  the  comparative  inactivity  of 
the  other  members  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  What 
is  wanted  is  the  strong  individual  activity  of  these  members 
working  in  concert  and  unrestrained  by  the  thought  of  what 
• '  the  President  "  may  be  doing  or  what  he  may  desire.  The 
Council  is  composed  of  one-and-twenty  members,  and  the 
twenty  should  not  be  deprived  or  excused  of  their  share  in 
this  matter. 

A  Look  Ahead. 

The  report  of  the  Registrar  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852 
and  1868,  is  considered  to  be  satisfactory  in  so  far  as  the 
number  who  registered  as  students  in  1906 — viz..  291— was 
the  largest  since  1900,  which  was  the  last  year  of  the  old 
Preliminary  examination,  when  1,217  were  registered.  On 
several  occasions  we  have  indicated  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  to  suffer  financial  embarrassment  in  consequence 
of  the  change,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  argue  that  statement 
since  it  has  been  realised  in  fact.  The  most  significant  and 
disconcerting  thing  about  all  the  examination  figures  for  1906 
is  that  the  old  balance  between  the  registrations  of  students 
and  successes  in  the  Minor  has  been  disturbed,  and  no  man 
knows  when  another  balance  will  be  struck.  Up  to  1901  it 
required  an  annual  supply  of  about  700  students  to  maintain 
a  yearly  500  Minor  pass.  Since  1901  only  1,131  students 
have  been  registered,  or  an  annual  average  of  188,  and 
these  numbers  represent  the  future  supply,  but  with  a 
novel  difference  brought  about  by  the  new  Preliminary. 
Formerly  the  majority  passed  and  were  registered  at  the 
beginning  of  apprenticeship ;  a  smaller  number  still  pass  at 
the  beginning,  but  the  majority  defer  registration  until  they 
think  of  going  in  for  the  Minor  examination.  It  follows 
from  this  that  in  a  comparatively  few  years  the  reserve  of 
registered  students  will  have  almost  ceased  to  exist.  Up  to 
1906  the  Minor  was  drawing  upon  a  reserve,  but  then  there 
was  an  indication  of  depletion,  only  400  candidates  having 
passed,  or  20  per  cent,  under  the  average  of  the  past  ten 
years.  The  actual  state  of  things  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : 


accumulation  of  forty  years,  and  most  will  never  enter  for 
the  Minor  examination,  while  some  who  have  registered  as 
students  since  1901  have  passed  the  Minor  examination.  It 
would  therefore  be  futile  to  continue  the  old  methcd  of 
comparison,  when  the  Minor  curve  followed  the  Preliminary 
one  at  some  distance  in  time  and  at  a  lower  level  in  number. 
We  have  to  view  the  whole  matter  as  a  simple  one  of  cause 
and  effect.    There  can  be  no  chickens  without  eggs,  and 
the   fewer   eggs   the    fewer   chickens.     The  registered 
student  is  to  the  Minor  man  what  the  egg  is  to  the  chicken, 
and  one  has  only  to  look  at  the  above  table  to  see  that  a 
scarcity  of  Minor  passes  was  bound  to  come,  and  has  already 
begun.    Curves  of  the  Preliminary  and  Minor  figures  indi- 
cate that  at  the  present  rate  of  progression  the  student 
registrations  cannot  reach  700  in  a  year  until  about  1920,  if 
then,  for  we  think  that  the  rate  of  progress  after  400  per 
annum  is  reached  will  be  slower,  and  it  may  take  another 
ten  years  before  the  next  100  is  touched.    As  to  the  Minor, 
were  it  not  for  the  changed  conditions  already  noted,  there 
would  be  a  straight  drop  to  a  figure  approximating  to  the 
seventy  students  of  1901.    We  did  not  get  to  this  in  1906, 
because  the  old  eggs  were  drawn  upon,  according  to  custom, 
and  new-laid  eggs  were  also  put  into  the  incubator.  We 
reckon   from  the  figures  that  the  available  egg-supply 
will  not  reach  so  low  a  level  as  to  give  us  only  seventy 
chickens  in  a  year,  but  until  1910  there  will  be  a  steady 
diminution  to  about  200  or  250  in  a  year.    This  represents  a 
shortage  of  Minor  successes,  and  the  result  will  be  a  steady 
diminution  on  the  register.    By  1910  the  number  of  regis- 
tered chemists  and  druggists  (including  Major  men)  is  not 
likely  to  be  more  than  15,000,  and  in  1920  about  12,500. 
Before  that  one  of  two  things  may  happen  :  (1)  the  value  of 
the  qualification  will  be  so  enhanced  financially  that  there 
will  be  a  great  influx  into  the  business,  or  (2)  the  resulting 
scarcity  will  cause  such  inconvenience  to  the  public  that  the 
State  will  step  in  with  new  conditions  for  the  registration 
of  those  in  the  business  other  than  pharmacists.    At  present 
the  latter  seems  the  more  imminent  sequence.  These  deduc- 
tions do  not  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  hundreds 
now  come  into  the  business  yearly  who  have  passed  no 
examination  and  do  not  intend  to.    This  is  the  most  pitiful 
result  of  the  1901  change. 


Year 

Students 
Registered 

Minors 
Registered 

Majors 
Registered 

Number  of 
Registered 
C.  &  D  s 

1897 

678 

460 

52 

15.215 

1898 

637 

535 

64 

15,473 

1899 

723 

552 

50 

15,595 

1900 

1,217 

548 

44 

15,863 

1901 

70 

497 

37 

15.600 

3902 

116 

468 

45 

15,526 

1903 

194 

524 

44 

15,577 

1904 

221 

584 

41 

15,743 

1905 

239 

468 

47 

15,948 

1906 

291 

400 

37 

15,943 

Peru 
Balsam, 


The  students  on  the  existing  register  consist  in  part  of  an 


Materia  Medica  Notes. 

The  London  market  is  troubled  once  more  about  the  quality 
of  the  balsam  of  Peru  which  is  coming  in  at  present.  Direct 
importations  are  usually  of  good  quality,  but  a 
great  deal  of  the  drug  coming  via  Hamburg  or 
via  New  York  is  practically  innocent  of 
natural  Peru  balsam,  being  composed  chiefly  of  synthetic 
cinnamein,  which,  however,  has  often  added  to  it  exhausted 
toln.  A  rough-and-ready  test  for  this  spurious  article  is 
to  draw  a  few  drops  out  between  the  fingers ;  the  genuine 
balsam  is  not  tacky,  but  much  of  the  spurious  balsam  is, 
and  can  be  drawn  out  into  short  threads. 

The  present  scarcity  of  copaiba,  which  almost  amounts  to 
a  famine,  has  naturally  caused  adulteration  to  reach  a  very 
high  pitch.     The  usual  and  more  common 
Copaiba,    adulterants  are  African  copaiba  and  Gurjun 
balsam,  and  these  are  now  found  in  many 
samples ;  but  some  parcels  are  being  offered  which  contain 
50  per  cent,  of  castor  oil.    As  the  addition  of  African 
copaiba  causes  a  heavy  drop  in  the  rotation  of  the  essential 
oil  distilled  from  the  drug,  often  taking  it  over  to  the  right, 
and  as  Gurjun  balsam  yields  so  characteristic  a  colour-re- 
action, it  is  found  dangerous  to  use  these  bodies  for  adul- 
terating where  the  drug  is  likely  to  be  examined.  A 
common  method  of  sophistication  is  to  add  yellow  resin 
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(colophony)  in  sufficient  amount  to  bring  the  quantity  of 
essential  oil  down  to  the  B.P.  limit  of  40  per  cent.  Para 
copaiba,  with  60  to  65  per  cent,  of  essential  oil,  takes  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  resin  before  the  oil  sinks  below  40  per 
cent.  ;  hence  it  is  now  a  matter  of  importance  to  examine 
the  resin  yielded  after  evaporation  of  the  essential  oil,  as 
well  as  the  essential  oil  itself. 

Haensel  has  examined  the  essential  oil  distilled  from  the 
so-called  African  sandalwood,  which  is  not  the  product  of 

Sunt  alum  album,  and  it  is  probable  that  it 
African      does  not  even  belong  to  the  Santalace.ce  at  all, 
SandOiT.°°d    s0  that  sandalwood  oil  is,  in  this  case,  as  in 

that  of  West  Indian  oil,  merely  a  "courtesy 
title."  The  oil  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0.959  :  optical  rota- 
tion, —40.6°;  acid-value,  1.7;  saponification-value,  17.9; 
and  acetyl-saponification  value,  88.3.  It  contains  a  sesqui- 
terpene boiling  at  260°  to  262°,  which  has  a  specific  gravity  of 
0.9238  and  optical  rotation  —39.6°.  This  body  does  not 
yield  a  solid  dihydrochloride.  The  oil,  after  saponification 
and  drying,  condenses  with  phenylcarbimide,  forming  a 
diphenylcarbimide,  but  does  not  react  with  phthalic  acid. 


Mendeleeff. 

The  great  Russian  chemist  Dmetri  Ivanovitsch  Mendeleeff 
died  in  St.  Petersburg  on  Saturday,  February  2,  in  his 
seventy-fourth  year.  "Chemist"  seems  an  inadequate 
name  for  a  man  like  Mendeleeff;  "  scientific  seer  "  would  be 
more  appropriate,  for  although  as  a  chemist  he  ranked  far 
above  the  average,  and  was  distinguished  in  mathematics, 
physics,  and  literature,  Professor  Mendeleeff  will  live  in 
the  annals  of  science  on  account  of  the  prophetic  achieve- 
ment embodied  in  his  Periodic  System  of  arranging  the 
Elements.  He  was  one  of  those  rare  men  whose  presence 
implied  greatness  :  more  than  commonly  tall ;  face  grave 
yet  pleasant,  and  with  a  latent  smile  in  it  partly  due  to 
the  beautiful  eyes  ;  and  head  leonine  in  its  luxuriant  growth 
of  hair — wherever  Mendeleeff  was,  the  first  glimpse  of  him 
gave  the  impression  of  greatness,  and  the  first  look  from 

him  left  a  feeling  of  kindli- 
ness. He  was  Siberian  born 
(February  7,  1834),  and  the 
seventeenth  child  of  the  Prin- 
cipal of  Tobolsk  Gymnasium 
There  he  was  educated  up 
to  the  point  of  his  entrance 
to  St.  Petersburg  University, 
where  in  1856  he  took 
his  doctorate  in  chemistry. 
He  held  scholastic  appoint- 
ments in  the  Crimea  and  at 
Odessa  until  the  beginning  of 
1860,  when  he  started  prac- 
tice as  a  chemist  at  Heidel- 
burg.  Three  years  later  he 
returned  to  St.  Petersburg 
,  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Technological  Institute, 
and  in  1866  he  was  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Chemistry 
in  the  University.  When  he  was  writing  the  first  edition 
of  his  "  Principles  of  Chemistry "  in  1869  the  Periodic 
system  occurred  to  him.  He  was  by  no  means  the  first  to 
notice  the  periodicity  of  the  elements.  John  Newlands  in 
1863  had  given  expression  to  it  in  his  "Law  of  Octaves," 
and  others  had  observed  indication  of  periodicity  in  the 
atomic  weights  and  properties  of  elementary  bodies; 
but  priority  in  the  clearer  elucidation  of  the  arrange- 
ment belongs  to  Mendeleeff  and  Lothar  Meyer  jointly, 
while  to  Mendeleeff  alone  belongs  the  honour  of  deducing 
from  the  general  properties  of  matter  the  prophecy  that 


other  elements  remained  to  be  discovered.    This  was  done 
in  1871,  and  since  then  Mendeleeff  has  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  greatest  chemists  the  world  has  ever  seen.   The  mere 
enunciation  of  an  hypothesis  does  not  entitle  a  man  to 
universal  honour ;  such,  indeed,  is  never  given  for  an  indi- 
vidual act.   But  Mendeleeff  backed  up  his  enunciation  with 
great  knowledge  of  analytical  and  physical  methods  and  of 
chemical  science ;  with  profound  mathematical  and  philo- 
sophical learning;  with  imaginative  perception,  and  with 
rare  charm  of  expression.    As  the  years  brought  in  dis- 
coveries confirmation  of  his  deductions,  his  working  hypo- 
thesis has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  Law.    A  most  striking 
manifestation  of  Mendeleeff's  ability  occurred  when  the 
elements  helium,  neon,  argon,  krypton,  and  xenon  were 
discovered,  and  there  was  no  place  for  them  in  the  periodic 
table.    In  "  An  Attempt  towards  a  Chemical  Conception  of 
the  Ether"  (which  we  said  at  the  time  "embodies  the 
thoughts  of  a  man  who  feels  that  his  message  to  his  fellows 
cannot  be  long  delayed"),  Mendeleeff  showed  that  there 
is  place  in  his  periodic  table  for  a  new  group  of  elements — 
the  Zero  group,  comprising  the  above,  leaving  spaces  for 
other  elements,  x  and  y.    The  latter  he  conceived  to  be  an 
analogue  of  helium,  and  to  be  the  solar  and  stellar  gas  called 
"  coronium,"  while  x  he  believed  to  be  the  universal  ether — 
a    corpuscular    substance    with    an  .atomic    weight  of 
O.O(juuilOOO0O53,  and  so  little  affinity  and  attraction  that 
"it  wanders  for  ages  in  the  regions  of  space"  impeded  by 
nothing,    xiiis  essay  was  written  on  a  basis  of  mathematical 
calculation  and  chemical  and  physical  experiment.    Yet  it 
was  pervaded  with  reasoning  which  took  the  writer  into 
the  spiritual  region,  and  that  he  seems  to  have  regarded  as 
the  all-important  part  of  the  contribution.    He  seemed  to 
know  that  the  substantial  facts  in  the  essay  would  not  be 
lost  to  experimenters,  but  that  the  imaginative  or  pro- 
phetic deduction  might  not  occur  again.    Mendeleeff's  name 
is  also  linked  with  several  subjects  in  the  prosaic  region 
of  experimental  chemistry,  such  as  the  hydrates  of  ethylic 
alcohol  (several  of  which  he  isolated)  and  his  theory  that 
petroleum  is  produced  by  contact  of  steam  and  red-hot 
carbon  in  the  earth's  interior.    He  retired  (pro  forma)  from 
the  professorship  in  St.  Petersburg  on  his  seventieth  birth- 
day, but  worked  until  the  end.    He  was  honoured  by  every 
scientific  and  academic  body  who  could  do  him  honour, 
except  the  St.  Petersburg  Academy  of  Sciences.    He  and 
Lothar  Meyer  got  the  Davy  medal  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
1882,  and  in  1905  he  received  the  Copley  medal.    He  was  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Royal,  Chemical,  and  Pharmaceu- 
tical Societies.   In  1889  he  was  the  Faraday  lecturer  of  the 
Chemical  Society,  and  actually  came  to  London  to  deliver 
the  lecture,  but  illness  of  one  of  his  children  called  him 
back  to  St.  Petersburg.     We  have  mentioned  that  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  that  city  had  not  honoured  him. 
This  is  an  old  and  pitiful  story,  which  may  be  briefly  told. 
Once  he  had  the  honour  of  being  consulted  by  the  Govern- 
ment regarding  an  education  scheme,  and  what  he  advised 
was  preferred  to  what  Count  D.  A.  Tolstoy  recommended. 
From  that  time  this  Count  pursued  Mendeleeff  with  bitter 
hatred.    For  two  years  he  had  him  dogged  by  detectives — 
everything  he  did,  everywhere  he  went,  every  word  he  said 
was  put  down,  but  not  a  political  deed  or  misdeed  could 
the  Count  lay  to  the  chemist's  charge.    All  that  he  could  do 
was  to  get  him  blackballed  at  the  Academy,  which  was  done, 
and  the  Count  even  left  a  legacy  to  the  effect  "  on  no  account 
elect  Mendeleeff  a  member  of  the  Academy."    The  black- 
balling was  attributed  to  the  Germans  in  the  Academy,  but 
time  has  exonerated  them.    They  helped  to  secure  his  elec- 
tion later,  but  he  declined  the  honour.    The  Count's  spite 
was  discounted  by  the  devotion  of  Mendeleeff's  confreres  in 
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Russia  and  elsewhere,  and  the  Czar  said  truly  in  his  sympa- 
thetic message  to  the  bereaved  family  :  "Russia  has  lost 
one  of  her  best  sons  in  the  person  of  Professor  Mendeleeff, 
who  will  ever  remain  in  our  memory ;  "  and  as  a  further 
tribute  of  Imperial  respect  the  cost  of  the  dead  scientist's 
funeral  is  to  be  defrayed  by  the  State. 


"Our  Attention  has  been  Called.' 

[This  is  a  phrase  used  by  some  correspondents  that  gives 
them  an  air  of  superiority  which  thev  may  not  intend  or  pre- 
tend.] 

Should  you  happen  to  be  mentioned  in  a  manner  that  is  bald, 

Or  in  language  capable  of  meliority ; 
Always  preface  your  reply  with  "  Our  attention  has  been 
called," 

For  it  indicates  sublime  "  superiority." 

When  your  finest  flights  of  fancy  by  the  critics  have  been 
mauled, 

Your  reply,  "The  Irresponsible  Minority," 
Should  have  always  the  beginning,  "  Our  attention  has  been 
called  "  : 

'Tis  the  essence  of  a  true  "  superiority." 

And  when  Parliament  our  measures  has  effectually  stalled, 

And  Jesse's  Bill  secures  a  large  majority, 
Some  chemist  may  write  boldly,  "  Our  attention  has  been 
called 

To  the  fact  that  we've  too  much  '  superiority.'  " 

Tuberculosis 

One  of  Sir  Michael  Foster's  last  public  acts  was  to  sign 
the  second  interim  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  relations  of  human  and  bovine  tubercu- 
losis. The  report  has  been  published  at  9^d.,  and  extends 
to  ninety-eight  foolscap  pages.  The  inquiry  arose  from 
Koch's  statement  that  bovine  tuberculosis  is  distinct  from 
human  tuberculosis,  and  the  kinds  are  not  intercom- 
munieable.  The  Commission  disproves  this  conclusively  ; 
but  there  is  a  difference  between  the  bovine  and  the  human, 
the  former  being  more  virulent.  They  are  the  same  in 
kind,  however,  and  under  certain  conditions  of  culture  the 
human  bacilli  become  as  virulent  as  the  bovine.  The  follow- 
ing is  such  a  synopsis  of  the  report  as  will  enable  those 
specially  interested  in  it  to  see  the  ground  covered  : 

Bovine  Tuberculosis. — The  effects  of  subcutaneous  in- 
jections ;  the  effects  of  intravenous  and  mammary  injec- 
tions ;  the  effects  of  feeding  calves  with  the  bacillus  of 
bovine  tuberculosis ;  ditto  on  guinea-pigs,  rabbits,  pigs, 
goats,  dogs,  cats,  rats,  monkeys,  and  anthropoid  apes. 

Human  Tuberculosis. — Effects  on  animals  by  similar 
methods  of  administration  as  the  above,  using  injections  of 
emulsions  of  tuberculous  material  and  injections  of  cul- 
tures. 

Feeding  Bovine  Animals  with  the  sputum  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis 

The  Tubercle  Bacillus. — Its  culture  and  varieties — 
dysqonic,  growing  with  difficulty,  and  eugonic,  growing 
with  readiness  in  media. 

Bovine  and  Human  Tuberculosis  Compared. 

The  origin  of  the  investigation  is  described,  an  interesting 
historical  sketch  of  phthisis  is  given,  and  laboratory  results. 
The  following  are  the  most  weighty  paragraphs  of  the  Com- 
mission's conclusions  : 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  certain  number  of 
cases  the  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the  human  subject, 
especially  in  children,  is  the  direct  result  of  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  human  body  of  the  bacillus  of  bovine  tubercu- 
losis;  and  there  also  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  majority 
at  least  of  these  cases  the  bacillus  is  introduced  through 
cows'  milk.  Cows'  milk  containing  bovine  tubercle  bacilli 
is  clearly  a  cause  of  tuberculosis  and  of  fatal  tuberculosis 
in  man.  A  very  large  proportion  of  tuberculosis  con- 
tracted by  ingestion  is  due  to  tubercle  bacilli  of  bovine 
source.  .  .  .  Our  results  clearly  noint  to  the  necessity  of 
measures  more  stringent  than  those  at  present  enforced 
being  taken  to  prevent  the  sale  or  the  consumption  of  such 
milk.  | 


Getting  at  the  Doctors. 

The  value  of  doctors  to  enterprising  manufacturers  of 
medicines,  foods,  and  hygienic  products  generally  is  very 
various,  but  on  the  average  it  appears  to  be  regarded  as  fairly 
considerable  by  the  most  successful  firms.  A  medical  prac- 
titioner residing  in  London  N.E.,  just  outside  the  radius, 
gave  in  last  week's  "  Lancet  "  statistics  of  the  circulars  he 
had  received  since  his  name  had  appeared  in  the  Medical 
Directory — that  is,  for  the  past  four  years.  The  circulars 
numbered  248,  310,  371,  and  390  in  each  year  respectively; 
samples  sent  unsolicited  were  16,  22,  13,  and  9  in  the  same 
years.  He  reckons  that  the  circular  postage  spent  on  him 
averaged  25s.  a  year.  Add  to  this  the  cost  of  the  circulars, 
of  samples,  of  advertisements  in  the  medical  journals,  of 
exhibitions,  and  of  travellers,  and  10/.  a  year  lavished  on 
every  medical  man  in  the  country  would  seem  to  be  a  modest 
estimate. 

Common  Salt  in  Canada. 

Bulletin  No.  128  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Laboratory  at 
Ottawa  deals  with  the  examination  of  eighty-seven  specimens 
of  common  salt  purchased  throughout  Canada.  The  analyst 
had  no  standard  to  go  by  except  that  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Table  salt,  dairy  salt,  is  fine-grained  crystalline  salt,  con- 
taining, on  a  water-free  basis,  not  more  than  one  and  four 
tenths  (1.4)  per  cent,  of  calcium  sulphate  (CaSOa),  nor 
more  than  five-tenths  (0.5)  per  cent,  of  calcium  and  mag- 
nesium chlorides  (CaCL  and  MgCU),  nor  more  than  one- 
tenth  (0.1)  per  cent,  of  matters  insoluble  in  water. 

At  least  one  half  of  the  samples  did  not  come  up  to  this 
standard,  but  many  of  the  samples  of  Canadian  origin  did. 
The  table-salt  which  seems  to  be  largely  in  favour  in  Canada 
is  called  "Windsor  fine  table-salt";  it  is  generally  free 
.  from  magnesium  chloride,  but  contains  variable  quantities  of 
calcium  sulphate  and  chloride.  Starch  was  found  in  Dear- 
born's premium  dairy  salt  (3.66  per  cent.),  Acme  sa^  (1.52 
per  cent.),  and  Leroy's  (1:05  per  cent.).  Two  analyses  of 
Cerebos  salt  are  given,  viz.  : 

Moisture                                     0.52  0.86 

Insoluble  in  water                         6.40  5.82 

Calcium  sulphate                          0.14  0.96 

Calcium  chloride                          0.00  0.00 

Magnesium  chloride                      0.00  0.00 

Sodium  chloride                         91.50  92.20 

The  peculiarity  about  Cerebos  is  its  freedom  from  chlorides 
of  calcium  and  magnesium.  Only  one  other  specimen  out 
of  the  eighty-seven  had  this  characteristic.  The  analyst 
remarks  in  regard  to  "  Cerebos  "  :  "  The  insoluble  is  mostly 
alumina  and  phosphate.  There  is  an  excess  of  sulphuric 
acid,  which  is  no  doubt  combined  with  alumina." 

Analysis  of  Jam. 

Recently  the  Inland  Revenue  Department  of  Canada  col- 
lected a  large  number  of  samples  of  jam  with  a  view  to  find- 
ing out  how  far  commercial  specimens  of  jam  conform  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Canadian  Adulteration  Act.  This 
Act  requires  that  a  mixed  article  shall  be  so  marked,  so  the 
analyst  (Mr.  McGill)  did  not  examine  such  samples,  these 
being  considered  as  "adulterated  according  to  Act."  Out 
of  eighty-five  samples,  fifteen  were  certified  as  adulterated 
and  seventeen  as  doubtful.  The  analytical  data  were  in 
regard  to  the  following  points  :  (1)  Quantity  and  quality  of 
fruit  used  ;  (2)  quantity  and  quality  of  sugar,  including  a 
determination  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  glucose  ;  (3) 
preservatives ;  (4)  artificial  dyes.  The  analyst  states  that 
the  objection  to  the  use  of  colouring-matter  is  that  inferior 
fruit  can  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  jam.  The  diffi- 
culty which  was  soon  encountered  was  the  absence  of 
standards  for  jam,  no  ratio  between  fruit  and  sugar  being 
established  by  law.  This  is  a  matter  which  the  analyst 
thinks  might  well  be  taken  up.  The  Department  of  Agri- 
culture at  Washington  have  recently  adopted  a  ratio  of  not 
less  than  45  lb.  of  fruit  for  55  lb.  of  sugar  ;  when  glucose  was 
present  in  a  proportion  of  more  than  10  per  cent,  the  analyst 
pronounced  the  jam  as  adulterated.  In  regard  to  the  ana- 
lytical details  given  we  note  that  benzoic  acid  is  the 
favourite  preservative  used  in  Canadian  jam,  salicylic  acid 
taking  second  place. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  first  business  at  Wednesday's  meeting  was  the  election 
of  a  Vice-President  in  place  of  Mr.  Young.  The 
choice  fell  on  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington.  The  death  of  two 
honorary   members — Sir  Michael   Foster   and  Professor 

D.  I.  Mendeleeff — was 
the  occasion  of  eulo- 
gistic references  to  their 
scientific  careers.  The 
Registrar's  annual  report 
gave  rise  to  a  short  dis- 
cussion and  •  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  Secretary  to 
call  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board 
to  the  fact  that  in 
eighteen  cases  "poisons  " 
obtained  from  unquali- 
fied persons  as  evidence 
of  the  illegal  sale  of 
poisons  were  found  to 
be  free  from  the  active 
ingredient.  The  Bene- 
volent Fund  Committee 
recommended  grants 
amounting  to  971.,  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  Atkins)  incidentally  mentioning  that  2,849/. 
was  distributed  last  year  in  annuities  and  grants.  A  meet- 
ing is  to  be  held  of  divisional  officers  and  representatives 
of  local  associations  living  within  easy  distance  of  London, 
at  the  end  of  February.  Mr.  Gifford  complained  that  the 
Committee  of  Organisation  had  not  carried  out  'ae  remit 
of  the  Council  in  that  his  suggestion  which  involved  the 
appointment  of  an  Organising  Secretary  was  disregarded. 
Reports  of  the  examinations  in  Edinburgh  were  received 
from  the  Board  of  Examiners  and  the  Government  Visitor. 
There  are,  the  President  said,  one  or  two  manifest  mis- 
conceptions in  the  Visitor's  report  which  are  to  be  investi- 
gated by  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 


Me.  J.  F.  Harrington. 


At  the  meeting  held  on  February  6,  at  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  there  were  present  Mr.  J.  R.  Young 
(President),  Mr.  Walter  Hills  (Treasurer),  and  Messrs. 
C.  B.  Allen,  S.  R.  Atkins,  A.  S.  Campkin,  M.  Carteighe, 
W.  L.  Currie,  W.  H.  Gibson,  R.  L.  Gifford,  A.  Hagon, 
J.  F.  Harrington,  J.  Harrison,  A.  E.  Hobbs,  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme,  D.  Storrar,  C.  Symes,  and  A.  C.  Wootton. 

It  was  nearly  twenty  minutes  past  eleven  before  the 
President  called  for  order,  and  after  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  had  been  taken  as  read,  the  councillors 
proceeded  to  the 

Election  of  a  Vice-President. 
The  ballot-papers  were  distributed  and  collected  by  Mr. 
Chater.  WThen  the  President  had  called  over  the  votes,  he 
announced  that  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Council  had 
fallen  on  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington,  and  briefly  congratulated 
him  on  the  "well-placed  and  well-deserved  honour." 
(Aoplause.) 

The  Vice-President  thanked  the  Council  for  this  proof 
of  their  confidence  and  for  the  compliment  paid  to  him. 

The  President  here  mentioned  that  Mr.  Southall  was 
unable  to  be  present  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  his  wife. 
Mr.  Cross  was  absent  on  account  of  indisposition. 

Deaths. 

The  President  then  referred  to  the  death  of  Sir  Michael 
Foster,  who  had  been  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society 
since  1881.    In  1883  he  delivered  the  inaugural  address  to 


the  students  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy.  Several  times  Sir  Michael  had  been  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Society,  and  he  had  identified  himself 
with  the  educational  work  of  the  Society.  He  was  the 
author  of  a  "Text-book  of  Physiology"  which  is  a 
classic.  No  one  who  heard  Sir  Michael  Foster's  public 
utterances  could  but  be  struck  by  his  evident  sincerity.  The 
death  of  Professor  D.  I.  Mendeleeff  was  also  the  subject 
of  remarks  by  the  President.  Professor  Mendeleeff  was  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Society  and  was  present  at  the 
annual  dinner  in  1894.  He  was  the  author  of  "  The  Prin- 
ciples of  Chemistry,"  and  well  known  as  the  exponent  of 
the  periodic  law.  "  These  gentlemen,"  added  the  President, 
"  have  left  niches  empty  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  fill." 

Mr.  Carteighe  spoke  of  Sir  Michael  Foster  as  an  old 
personal  friend,  and  said  that  his  interest  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  the  well-being  of  chemists  and  druggists 
was  real  and  sympathetic.  No  one  who  knew  him  could 
help  feeling  admiration  and  affection  for  him  :  he  always 
impressed  his  personality  on  any  company  he  was  in. 
Mr.  Carteighe  also  mentioned  that  in  early  life  Sir  Michael 
Foster  was  in  precarious  health,  and  that  his  high  position 
was  not  won  without  much  hard  work. 

Mr.  Campkin  referred  to  the  feeling  of  universal  respect 
at  Cambridge  in  regard  to  Sir  Michael  Foster,  and  to  the 
assistance  he  gave  in  local  affairs. 

The  Treasurer  echoed  what  Mr.  Carteighe  had  said. 

Elections. 

Forty-six,members  and  thirty-five  student  associates  were 
then  elected.  Thirteen  members  were  restored  to  their 
former  position  in  the  Society.  One  name  was  restored  to 
the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  the  required  de- 
claration having  been  made  and  the  fee  paid. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  following  members  of 
the  Council  retire  in  May  :  S.  R.  Atkins,  W.  L.  Currie, 
W.  H.  Gibson,  R.  L.  Gifford,  A.  Hagon,  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme,  and  R.  A.  Robinson. 

Annual  Report. 
The  Registrar's  annual  report  was  next  presented.  This 
showed  the  state  of  the  registers  and  the  membership  of 
the  Society  on  December  31,  1906.  There  were  15.943  names 
on  the  Register,  compared  with  15,948  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  1905—13,827  chemists  and  druggists  and  2,116 
pharmaceutical  chemists.  In  regard  to  the  annual  sub- 
scribers to  the  Society,  the  number  of  members  on  Decem- 
ber 31  stood  at  5.969,  against  5,718  at  the  end  of  1905 ;  and 
the  student  associates  482,  against  474  in  1905.  Life  com- 
pounders numbered  537,  against  508  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year.  An  analysis  of  the  examinations  for  1905 
was  also  given,  from  which  it  appears  that  291  students  were 
registered,  and  out  of  79  Major  candidates  37  passed, 
exactly  400  passing  the  Minor  out  of  1,164  candidates.  The 
erasures  from  the  Register  during  the  year  were  451,  addi- 
tions 446,  the  net  decrease  being  5.  Following  these  statis- 
tics the  Registrar  gave  particulars  of  the  cases  of  alleged 
infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  investigated  during 
1906,  the  following  being  a  summary  of  the  172  cases  : 

Drug-store  proprietors    ...       ...       ...       -■■       •••       •••  52 

Unqualified  managers  and  assistants  in  drug-stores      ...  6 

Chemists       ...      ...      ...     .  ■•■      •••              •••      •■•  5 

Unqualified  managers  arid  assistants  to  chemists   35 

Unqua'ified  partner  with  a  chemist                  _   1 

Unqualified  managers  to  the  executors  of  chemists  _  ...  4 
Unqualified  directors,  managers,  and  assistants  to  limited 

companies    5o 

Grocers  and  oilmen    6 

Florist          ...    1 

Medicine-chest  fitter    1 

Watchmaker    I 

Toy-dealer     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...                          •••  1 

General  merchant   1 

In  eighteen  other  cases  of  alleged  infringement  which  had 
been  reported  at  Barnoldswick,  Bradford,  Brighton  (3)r 
Clayton-le-Moors,  Hereford,  Leeds,  Leicester  (2),  Middles- 
borough,  Nottingham,  Portsmouth,  Preston  (2),  Sheffield, 
Stockport,  and  West  Bromwich,  it  was  found  upon  analysis 
that  the  poison  asked  for  had  been  omitted  from  the  articles 
purchased,  and  proceedings  could  not,  therefore,  be  taken 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 

Mr.  Hagon  said  the  report  was  gratifying,  as  it  showed1 
increased  figures  all  round.  The  number  of  secessions  during 
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1906  was  only  226  against  425  in  1905.  This,  he  said,  repre- 
sented a  clear  gain  of  two  hundred  guineas,  which  might 
be  earmarked  for  organisation. 

Mr.  Gifford  called  attention  to  the  serious  state  of 
affairs  shown  by  the  last  paragraph,  where  the  "  poisons  " 
sold  were  found  to  be  minus  the  active  ingredient.  Could 
nothing  be  done  in  these  cases  ? 

The  President  said  the  Society  have  no  power  to  prose- 
cute in  such  cases ;  they  could  only  call  the  attention  of  the 
police  to  the  sales'. 

Mr.  Gifford  :  Surely  some  means  could  be  found  of 
punishing  the  offenders. 

Mr.  Newsholme  moved  that  the  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  the  facts  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  proposal,  having  been  seconded  by  Mr. 
Allen,  was  carried. 

Finance. 

The  Vice-President  presented  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  which  showed  the  following  receipts  : 

£  s.  a. 

Penalties  and  costs    91    1  2 

School-fees    37   5  6 

Subscriptions    1,030    1  0 

"  Pharmaceutical  Journal  "   446    0  7 

Restoration-fees  ...       ...       ...       ...  4  40 

Registration-fees   142  16  0 

Rent  and  ground  rent   67  13  9 


£1,819   2  0 

There  was  an  adverse  balance  on  January  2  of 
676/.  12s.  8d.,  so  that  part  of  the  month's  receipts  was 
required  to  pay  accounts  amounting  to  2,022/.  18-s.  Ad. 
authorised  at  the  January  meeting.  This  having  been 
done,  there  remained  a  balance  of  4727.  16s:  Ad.,  with  which 
to  pay  the  following  amounts  recommended  for  payment  : 

£    s.  d. 

On  behalf  of  the  "  Journal  "   930    6  3 

Sundries    37    1  6 

House    85  14  6 

Stationery,  etc   16  15  9 

Current  expenses    250    0  0 

Salaries,  etc.    262  18  4 

School  and  examinations    301  19  5 

Law  charges      97  1C  4 

Library    9   3  0 


£1,991    9  1 

The  balances  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  were  : 

£    s.  d. 

Current  account    787  17  7 

Donation  account   10    9  6 

Orphan  Fund    89  10  8 

The  Vice-Peesident,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port, stated  that  the  donations  to  the  Benevolent  Fund 
included  money  from  the  Blackpool  Chemists'  Association, 
61.  5s.  Qd.  ;  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  11.  15s.  ; 
Pharmaceutical  Football  Club,  21.  2s.,  and  1Z.  l.s.  to  the 
Orphan  Fund  ;  Grimsby  Chemists'  Association,  11.  Is. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolence. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  then 
considered  in  committee,  after  which, 

Mr.  Atkins,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  stated 
that  fourteen  cases  were  considered  by  the  committee,  nine 
were  relieved  by  grants  amounting  to  97/.,  one  was  de- 
clined, and  four  were  deferred  for  fuller  information.  The 
total  amount  voted  last  year  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  was 
2,849?.— 1,777/.  in  annuities  and  1,072/.  in  grants.  Mr. 
Atkins  also  gave  encouraging  reports  of  the  two  orphans 
whom  the  Society  is  supporting  in  the  Watford  Orphan 
Asylum.  One  lad,  particularly,  is  marked  out  for  a  suc- 
cessful career  in  life. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  L.,  M.,  S.,  and  H.  Committee. 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  next  presented  the  report  of  the 
Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee,  which 
was  adopted. 

Organisation. 
The  President  then  presented  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Organisation.    In  this  was  a  report  tendered  by 


the  Secretary  containing  suggestions  for  promoting  a  closer 
relationship  between  divisional  officers,  local  associations, 
and  the  Society.  There  are,  this  report  stated,  nearly 
eighty  pharmaceutical  associations  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  cost  of  bringing  to  London  one  delegate  from  each 
association  within  fifty  miles  of  London  would  be  96/.  By 
grouping  the  associations  as  follows  the  cost  would  be 
materially  lessened  : 

To  Meet  in  London. — Brighton,  Cambridge,  Canterbury, 
Colchester,  Dover,  Eastbourne,  East  Sussex,  Folkestone, 
Guildford,  Isle  of  Thanet,  North  Kent,  Oxford,  Reading, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Thames  Valley,  West  Ham,  Western 
Chemists,  London  Chemists — thirty-six  representatives. 

The  cost  of  paying  third-class  fare  for  two  delegates  from 
each  of  the  foregoing  Associations  would  be  12/.  10s.  M. 

To  Meet  in  Manchester. — Altrincham,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  Bolton,  Bury.  Liverpool.  Manchester.  Oldham, 
Southport,  Sheffield,' Stockport,  Wigan— twenty-two  repre- 
sentatives. 

To  Meet  in  Leeds.— Barnsley,  Bradford,  Dewsbury, 
Halifax,  Harrogate,  Huddersliekl,  Hull,  Keighley,  Leeds, 
Scarborough,  Wakefield,  York— twenty-four  representa- 
tives. 

To  Meet  in  Preston. — North-East  Lancashire,  Blackpool 
and  Fylde,  Burn!ey,  Carlisle,  Cumberland  and  Westmore- 
land, Preston,  Whitehaven,  Darwen,  Workington— eighteen 
representatives. 

To  Meet  in  Nottingham. — Derby,  Grimsby,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Nottingham  and  Notts,  Peterborough— twelve  re- 
presentatives. 

To  Meet  in  Birmingham. — Midland  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, Northampton,  Wolverhampton,  Worcester — eight 
representatives. 

To  Meet  in  Chester. — Birkenhead  and  Wirral,  Chester, 
North  Staffs,  Northwich,  Wrexham — ten  representatives. 

To  Meet  in  Sunderland. — Hartlepool,  Newcastle. 
Sunderland,  Teesside — eight  representatives. 

To  Meet  in  Bristol. — Bath,  Bournemouth,  Bristol,  Chel- 
tenham, Exeter,  Newport,  Plymouth,  Torquay — sixteen  re- 
presentatives. 

In  regard  to  South  Wales  it  is  suggested  that  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  Associations  covering  the  ground  might 
be  held  either  at  Cardiff  or  Swansea  at  the  option  of  the 
Associations  themselves. 

It  might  be  desirable  as  an  experiment  to  first  convene 
the  London  meeting  as  indicated  above,  and  place  before 
the  delegates  attending  a  definite  proposal  whereby  the 
associations  and  divisional  officers  might  b:>  kept  in  close 
union  with  the  Society  without  interfering  with  the  efficacy 
of  the  present  scheme  of  local  organisation  adopted  by  the 
Council  in  1900.  The  meeting  should  be  convened  at  a  time 
when  it  would  be  possible  for  the  President  and  a  goodly 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Council  to  be  present  to 
receive  the  delegates  and  the  subject  for  discussion  should 
be  the  essential  details  of  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  to 
bring  about  the  desired  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the 
local  bodies.  The  meeting  might  be  held  at  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
such  delegates  as  desired  to  return  home  the  same  night  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Gifford  entered  a  protest.  He  stated  that  the 
Council  instructed  the  committee  to  consider  proposals  from 
Mr.  Hobbs  and  the  Secretary  and  also  an  alternative  pro- 
posal which  he  (the  speaker)  was  asked  to  bring.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  he  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  arrangement  could  be  adequate  unless  it  had  the 
necessary  connecing  link — a  salaried  organising  secretary. 
The  report  gives  no  indication  of  this,  and  is  merely  a 
repetition  of  the  inadequate  scheme  of  two  years  ago.  He 
contended  that  he  was  quite  in  order  in  raising  the  question 
of  an  organising  secretary. 

The  President  stated  that  Mr.  Hobbs  was  not  prepared 
to  place  his  scheme  before  the  committee  when  the  time 
came,  and  as  for  Mr.  Gifford's  scheme  it  was  merely  a 
repetition  of  f  n  idea  of  some  time  previous  when  the  ques- 
tion was  discussed  and  abandoned.  Mr.  Gifford  did  not 
put  a  definite  resolution  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gifford  repeated  that  the  subject-matter  on  the 
agenda  was  not  sufficiently  inclusive,  and  the  terms  of 
reference  were  not  fulfilled.  Although  he  was  ruled  out  of 
order,  he  contended  that  he  had  proved  himself  right  as  to 
the  terms  of  reference. 

The  Treasurer  asked  if  the  arrangements  mentioned  in 
the  report  are  to  be  put  in  force. 

The  President  :  As  far  as  the  trial  meeting,  we  must 
begin  somewhere. 

Mr.  Hobbs  gave  another  explanation  of  what  took  place 
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at  the  committee-meeting,  stating  that  some  of  his  ideas 
were  embodied  in  the  Secretary's  report.  He  formed  an 
idea  that  the  question  of  an  organising  secretary  had  been 
finally  dealt  with  in  open  Council. 

Mr.  Allen  suggested  that  the  South  Wales  Associations 
should  automatically  alternate  the  place  of  meeting. 

Mr.  Hagon  said  it  was  not  quite  clear  to  him  from  the 
report  whether  it  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  two  delegates  from 
the  Cardiff  and  Swansea  Associations  or  a  meeting  of  the 
members  of  both  Associations.  The  Associations  do  not 
represent  the  whole  of  South  Wales ;  there  are  many 
chemists  who  do  not  belong  to  either  association.  A 
more  central  position  could  be  chosen  than  either  Swansea  or 
Cardiff. 

Mr.  Allen  said  that  all  the  divisional  officers  would  be 
summoned,  as  well  as  representatives  of  the  associations. 

Mr.  Hagon  replied  that  there  are  large  numbers  of  the 
craft  outside  the  associations  and  the  Society.  The  invita- 
tions should  be  extended  to  all  chemists.  In  regard  to 
the  experimental  meeting  for  February  27,  why  not 
hold  it  a  week  later  when  the  members  of  the  Council  will 
all  be  in  London  ? 

The  President,  in  reply,  said  the  Council  would  only 
be  committed  to  the  experimental  meeting,  the  other  meet- 
ings being  "purely  speculative  and  tentative."  It  would 
be  impossible  to  find  a  date  to  suit  everybody,  and  he  (the 
President)  thought  his  convenience  should  be  studied  to 
some  extent.  The  scheme  is  a  compromise,  as  the  Council 
cannot  commit  themselves  to  a  costly  scheme,  the  question 
of  finance  being  always  before  them. 

Mr.  Campkin  hoped  the  meetings  would  increase  the 
circle  of  interest  and  form  an  empire  within  an  empire, 
the  central  meeting  of  picked  members  of  associations  repre- 
senting the  various  districts.  Much  as  he  (the  speaker) 
would  like  to  follow  Mr.  Gifford  in  his  scheme  of  an 
organising  secretary,  he  saw  that  it  was  impossible  at 
present.  Perhaps  after  the  experimental  meeting  the 
Council  would  be  prepared  to  consider  further  develop- 
ments. 

Dr.  Symes  was  asiazed  to  hear  Mr.  Gifford  describe  the 
work  outlined  as  meagre.  In  his  opinion,  the  scheme  over- 
shadows everything  else.  It  is  more  important  than  any- 
thing else  to  perfect  the  organisation.  It  is  possible  that 
the  work  of  organisation  is  going  on  too  fast,  because  it 
must  be  remembered  that  chemists  have  their  own  busi- 
nesses to  attend  to,  and  cannot  devote  the  whole  of  their 
energies  to  organisation.  As  an  instance  of  this  may  be 
quoted  the  600  communications  sent  out  about  divisional 
secretaries.  These  brought  thirty  replies,  which  resulted 
in  only  seven  elections. 

Mr.  Newsholme  said,  as  he  understood  it,  Mr.  Gifford 
complains  that  no  reference  is  made  in  the  report  to  the 
organising  secretary.  The  organising  secretary  is  dead. 
The  scheme  is  being  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  limited  only  by 
the  all-absorbing  question  of  finance. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Examinations  in  Scotland. 

The  report  on  the  examinations  held  last  month  in  Scot- 
land was  received  from  the  Board  of  Examiners.  From 
this  it  appears  that  eighty-one  candidates  were  examined 
for  the  Minor,  and  thirty-seven  passed. 

Of  greater  interest  was  the  report  of  the  Government 
Visitor  (Dr.  G.  Balfour  Marshall)  received  from  the  Privy 
Council.  This  report  first  dealt  with  the  statistics  of  the 
examinations,  and  concluded  with  the  following  remarks  : 

There  is  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  candidates 
for  the  year  1906,  as  only  342  presented  themselves  for 
examination  before  the  Board  in  Edinburgh.  Whether  this 
diminution  in  numbers  is  limited  to  Scotland,  or  is  applic- 
able to  England  as  well,  cannot  be  determined  until  the 
report  on  the  London  examinations  is  issued.  During  the 
previous  ten  vears  the  numbers  have,  with  the  exception  of 
the  years  1901  and  1905.  usually  reached  nearly.  500  or  over, 
and  this  is  the  first  occasion  in  my  experience  where  they 
have  fallen  b"low  400. 

The  re  is  a  slight  imnrovement  in  the  percentage  of  passes, 
largely  due  to  fewer  failures  in  practical  pharmacy  and  dis- 
pensing. Still.  31_  per  cent,  of  the  candidates  failed  in  this 
subject  alone,  which  is  not  as  it  should  be  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  it  forms  the  most  important  part  of  an  appren- 
tice's dailv  work. 

Practical  chemistry  continues  to  be  the  great  difficulty, 


and.  taken  by  itself,  was  sufficient  to  account  for  the  rejection 
of  154  out  of  the  172  candidates  'who  failed  in  the  practical 
portion  of  the  examination.  This  is  equal  to  45  per  cent, 
of  the  total  number  who  appeared  before  the  Board  of 
Examiners.  For  comparison,  I  quote  the  percentage 
failures  in  practical  chemistry  during  the  previous  four 
years — viz.,  37,  39,  41,  46.  The  corresponding  percentages 
in  practical  pharmacy  are  25,  29,  21,  32.  It  will  be  seen  from 
these  figures  that  the  failures  in  practical  work  have  been 
increasing,  and  yet  the  standard  of  examination  has  re- 
mained the  same.  Does  the  fault  lie  in  the  intelligence  or 
education  of  the  student  ?  In  the  absence  of  a  compulsory 
curriculum,  leaving  it  to  the  student  to  get  his  training 
where  and  how  he  may,  I  consider  the  system  of  education 
is  at  fault.  It  might  seem  wearisome  repetition  to  continue 
in  these  reports  advocating  a  curriculum  in  officially  recog- 
nised schools,  were  it  not  that  the  analysis  of  results  annually 
emphasises  the  importance  of  the  student  receiving  a  sys- 
tematic training,  especially  in  laboratory  work,  which  ho 
can  only  get  if  made  compulsory. 

I  have  also  previously  favoured  a  division  of  the  Minor 
qualifying  examination  into  two  parts,  and  again  do  so, 
provided  a  compulsory  curriculum  is  at  the  same  time 
adopted,  and  that  high  marks  in  one  subject  should  not 
equalise  a  very  low  percentage  in  another.  Under  the 
present  system  of  marking  a  high  percentage  in  prescrip- 
tions, a  subject  in  which  candidates  rarely  fail,  would 
equalise  a  low  percentage  in  practical  pharmacy.  Thus,  a 
candidate  who  is  an  indifferent  dispenser  may  become 
qualified. 

The  examination  is  sufficiently  stringent  to  be  a  severe 
test  to  the  average  student,  especially  as  at  present  trained, 
as  he  must  make  the  necessary  minimum  aggregate  of  marks 
in  all  seven  subjects  in  order  to  qualify.  Failure  in  one 
subject  means  failure  in  all.  In  order  to  satisfy  myself  on 
this  point  of  the  severity  of  the  test,  I  have  analysed  the 
pass  marks  of  the  125  successful  candidates,  and  find  that 
50  per  cent,  of  these  made  just  the  minimum  aggregate 
necessary  to  secure  the  qualification.  If  to  this  be  added 
the  number  of  those  who  little  more  than  satisfied  the 
examiners,  the  percentage  rises  to  81.  Only  four  (i.e.,  3.2  per 
cent.)  qualified  with  high  marks. 

When  candidates  pass  with  high  marks,  as  these  four  did, 
and  thus  qualify  with  distinction,  they  might  well  get  the 
credit  of  it  in  their  diplomas.  This  is  done  in  the  qualifying 
medical  examinations.  It  stimulates  the  candidate  to  do 
better  work  and  aim  at  a  high  percentage,  in  the  knowledge 
that  if  a  diploma  be  gained  with  distinction  it  will  give  him 
a  better  chance  of  advancement  in  the  future  by  proving 
him  a  brilliant  student.  Under  the  present  system  the 
sixty-two  candidates  who  just  satisfied  the  examiners  are  on 
an  equal  footing  with  him  who  made  full  marks  in  all  but 
one  subject.  Such  a  candidate  might  well  have  his  ability 
recognised  by  passing  "  with  distinction "  or  "  with 
honours." 

In  conclusion,  I  have  pleasure  in  expressing  entire  satis- 
faction with  the  manner  in  which  the  examiners  perform 
their  duties. 

The  President  said  that  as  Dr.  Marshall's  report  con- 
tained one  or  two  "manifest  misconceptions,"  he  proposed 
that  it  be  sent  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  for  con- 
sideration. 

Correspondence. 

The  Colonial  Office  sent  copies  of  an  enactment  for  the 
regulation  of  the  importation,  the  sale,  and  use  of  morphine 
in  the  State  of  Penang ;  an  ordinance  to  provide  for  the 
registration  of  medical  practitioners  and  dentists  in 
Gambia ;  and  orders  affecting  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
£>&.  Vincent. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  learned,  scientific,  and  technical  societies  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  securing  more  favourable  postage- 
rates  for  their  transactions,  in  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  invited  to  nominate  a  representative  on  the 
committee.    The  Secretary  was  nominated. 

The  Keighley  and  District  Chemists'  Association  con- 
veyed a  resolution  urging  a  reduction  to  5.9.  in  the  annual 
subscription  paid  by  members  of  the  Society.  The  Presi- 
dent said  he  thought  this  could  be  negatived  at  once  with- 
out going  to  a  committee.  It  was  useless  to  talk  about  such 
a  suggestion  at  a  time  when  the  treasury  was  depleted. 

The  Huddersfield  and  District  Chemists'  Association 
forwarded  a  resolution  of  approval  of  the  steps  being  taken 
to  promote  a  closer  union  between  the  Society  and  the  local 
associations. 

The  Public  Dispensers'  Association  asked  for  permission 
to  hold  an  evening  meeting  of  the  Association  in  the  Lecture- 
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theatre  of  the  Society  ;  but  as  neither  the  date  nor  subject 
of  the  lecture  was  mentioned,  this  could  not  be  considered. 

A  member  whose  certificate  of  membership  had  been 
burnt  was  granted  a  new  one.  . 

A  Dutch  apothecary  submitted  certificates  for  registra- 
tion as  a  student.  The  Board  of  Examiners  are  to  be 
informed  that  the  Council  approves. 


The  University  of  Aberdeen  acknowledged  the  Society's 
address  of  congratulation,  and  thanked  the  Society  for 
"the  great  honour  conferred  on  the  University  in  sending 
an  address."  The  University  document,  which  was  litho- 
graphed, also  asked  the  Society  to  "  accept  our  admiration 
of  the  form  and  literary  style  of  the  address." 

This  was  all  the  public  business. 


Zbc  Winter  Session  of  Chemists'  associations. 


Mb.  J.  T.  Hohnblower. 


Association  Presidents. 

Mr.  Joshua  Thomas  Hohnblower,  the  new  President  of  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  comes  into  that  honourable 

*    position  in  the  year  of  his 

,  -v<«MMi^i«.«feiCTN  semi-jubilee  on  the  labora- 
tory staff  of  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb, 
Ltd.  Mr.  Hornblower  was 
apprenticed  in  1877  to 
Messrs.  Morris  Banks  & 
Co.,  High  Street.  Bir- 
mingham, and  at  the  end 
of  the  four  years'  period 
stayed  on  a  fifth  year  as 
junior  assistant.  After 
that  he  had  experience  in 
Sheffield,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  and  Rockferry ; 
then  in  1882  joined  Messrs. 
Evans's  staff.  This  posi- 
tion enabled  him  to  attend 
the  late  Mr.  Ward's  classes 
at  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and  after 
qualifying  on  October  29, 
1884,  Mr.  Hornblower  assisted  Mr.  Ward  for  a  session  as 
demonstrator.  In  his  position  as  assistant  to  the  late  Mr. 
Michael  Conroy,  who  had  charge  of  Messrs.  Evans's  labora- 
tories until  his  death,  Mr.  Hornblower  helped  in  many 
researches  in  galenical  pharmacy,  and  he  has  frequently  con- 
tributed practical  papers  to  the  Association  of  which  he  is 
now  President.  Essentially  a  modest  and  retiring  man,  it  is 
only  in  quiet  conversations  that  one  appreciates  Mr.  Horn- 
blower's  wealth  of  pharmaceutical  experience  and  knowledge, 
and  he  should  worthily  maintain  the  traditions  of  the  chair 
which  he  is  now  called  upon  to  fill. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  in  the  Royal  Hotel  on  February  5,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Gregory  (President)  in  the  chair,  a  paper  was  read 
by  Mr.  H.  Goddard  Dutton  on  "  Harrogate  and  its  Mineral 
Waters."  From  the  abstract  of  the  lecture  which  we  have 
received  we  judge  that  it  showed  most  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  subject  in  its  geological,  chemical,  and  therapeutic 
aspects.  Mr.  Dutton  compared  the  Harrogate  waters 
with  those  of  spas  abroad,  and  he  also  interested  the  meeting 
greatly  by  his  topographical  knowledge  of  Harrogate  and  its 
vicinity. 

Hull  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  White  House  Hotel,  Hull,  on 
the  evening  of  February  5.  Mr.  Richardson  (President)  was 
in  the  chair.  The  only  public  business  was  in  reference  to 
pharmacy  legislation  and  a  summer  picnic.  It  was 
decided  to  do  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  asked  in  the  former  matter.  A  picnic  for  the  summer 
having  been  suggested  in  consequence  of  the  success  of  the 
Society's  recent  dinner,  it  was  informally  discussed,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  place  it  on  the  agenda  for  the  next  meeting 
on  March  5. 

Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  January  29 
at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Bridge  Street,  Mr.  T.  Walton  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  Potts  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Association,  and  the  Federation's  letter  was  read.  A 
discussion  followed  on  those  points  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  which  would  affect  retail  chemists.  A  sugges- 
tion that  a  visit  of  inspection  be  paid  to  the  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary.  Newcastle-cn-Tyne,  was  adopted,  the  Secretary 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.    A  copy  of  the  report 


presented  to  the  Pharmacopceia  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  by  the  Committee  of  Reference  in  Phar- 
macy was  handed  round  and  discussed. 

Workington  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Mrs.  Sherwood's  Refresh- 
ment Rooms,  Workington,  on  January  30,  Mr.  J.  R.  Taylor 
in  the  chair.  The  report  and  statement  of  accounts  were 
submitted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  they  showed  the  Association 
to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state  as  to  membership  and  finances. 
The  reports  were  unanimously  adopted  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  R.  Mason,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Hubble.  The 
election  of  officers  was  as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Taylor  (succeeding  Mr.  Herbert  Smith) ;  Vice-President, 
Mr.  S.  P.  Whitehouse ;  Mr.  Taylor  was  re-elected  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  After  the  business  was  concluded 
the  members  sat  down  to  supper,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  a  pleasant  social  manner. 

Three  Towns  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  library  of  the  Association  on 
Thursday,  January  31  (Mr.  F.  W.  Hunt  in  the  chair),  Mr. 
H.  H.  Cannon  gave  a  lecture  and  demonstration  to  a  large 
number  of  apprentices  and  others  on  the  manufacture  and 
estimation  of  spirit,  asther.  nitrosi.  At  the  close  the  lecturer 
was  thanked  on  the  motion  of  the  President  (Mr.  S.  A. 
Perkins),  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  F.  Roper. 

Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  January  31,  Mr.  J.  P.  Norwood 
(President)  in  the  chair.    Mr.  W.  Rigby  read  a  paper  on 
Lenses. 

Mr.  Rigby  briefly  described  the  theory  of  ether  waves, 
showing  that,  according  as  the  rapidity  of  the  movements 
of  these  ether  particles  reaches  or  exceeds  a  certain  limit, 
either  the  electric  waves  of  wireless  telegraphy  are  obtained 
or  those  waves  which,  impinging  upon  the  eye  or  a  photo- 
graphic plate,  are  recognised  as  light.  The  science  of  light 
in  all  its  forms  is  the  science  of  optics.  The  first  law  of 
optics  is  that  light  travels  in  straight  lines  and  by  the 
nearest  path,  while  the  second  law  concerns  itself  with  the 
velocity  of  light.  Mr.  Rigby  then  clefined  a  lens,  enumerated 
many  forms  of  lenses,  and  showed  how  varying  effects  were 
produced  upon  pencils  of  light  by  the  different  lenses.  The 
defects  of  lenses  and  the  methods  of  counteracting  them 
were  touched  upon,  and  the  lecture  closed  with  a  practical 
demonstration  of  the  points  referred  to. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Rigby. 

Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Church  House,  Dewsbury,  on 
February  4,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  Day,  Savile  Town)  in 
the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  J.  Rhodes  (Mir- 
field),  S.  N.  Pickard  (Ossett).  A.  Taylor  (Morley),  G.  N. 
Gutteridge  (Dewsbury),  A.  B.  Barker  (Heckmondwike), 
J.  Craven  (Cleckheaton),  R.  Gledhill  (Dewsbury),  and  G. 
Walker  (Dewsbury),  Secretary. 

Federation  — It  was  decided  to  become  members  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations. 

Bile  Beans. — The  Leeds  Chemists'  Association  wrote 
pointing  out  that  they  had  decided  to  approach  the  pro- 
prietors of  Bile  Beans  calling  attention  to  the  small  margin 
of  profit  allowed  on  that  article,  and  asking  them  to  join 
the  P.A.T.A.  and  give  a  fair  margin  of  profit  to  dealers. 
Leeds  asked  Dewsbury  to  adopt  a  similar  course. — Mr. 
Pickard  said  he  had  written  to  the  Bile  Beans  Co.  on  this 
subject,  and  they  had  replied  thit  they  were  allowing  as 
much  remuneration  as  was  really  necessary,  "and  their 
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arrangement  was  working  very  amicably.  Mr.  Pickard 
went  on  to  say  that  he  was  prepared  to  suggest  that  they 
should  boycott  such  firms  by  legitimately  doing  all  they 
could  to  prevent  the  sale  of  their  goods.  He  moved  that 
the  Secretary  write  to  the  Bile  Beans  Co.  pointing  out  that 
the  profit  they  allow  is  inadequate  and  expressing  the  hope 
that  they  will  see  their  way  to  allow  the  trade  more  sub- 
stantial terms  or  join  the  P.A.T.A. — Mr.  Gutteridge 
seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  unanimously  carried. 

Legislation. — Mr.  Gledhill  reported  that  he  and  Mr. 
Day  had  waited  upon  Mr.  Walter  Eunciman,  M.P., 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  re  pharmacy  legisla- 
tion. They  asked  him  if  he  would  ballot  for  the  Bills  and 
use  his  influence  in  the  direction  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  possibility  of  the  two 
Bills  being  incorporated,  so  that  one  Bill  might  be  formu- 
lated to  meet  all  requirements.  Mr.  Eunciman  met  them 
very  courteously,  but  pointed  out  that  as  a  member  of  the 
Ministry  he  had  no  power  to  ballot  for  Bills.  With  regard 
to  other  matters  he  was  perfectly  in  sympathy  with  chemists 
and  druggists  in  the  struggle  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
As  a  member  of  the  Ministry  Mr.  Eunciman  could  not 
accompany  the  proposed  deputation,  but  he  had  promised 
to  do  all  he  could  to  carry  out  their  suggestions.— -The  Presi- 
dent reported  having,  along  with  Mr.  Barker,  interviewed 
Sir  T.  P.  Whittaker,  member  for  the  Spen  Valley.  They 
found  him  well-informed  on  all  subjects  affecting  chemists, 
and,  though  he  could  not  promise  to  do  anything  in  the  way 
of  balloting,  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  further  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee,  and  he  promised  to  form  one 
of  the  proposed  deputation. — Mr.  Pickard  said  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hutton,  the  member  for  Morley,  had  not  been  in  the  district 
for  some  time;  but  he  promised  to  wait  upon  him  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  meeting  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  London,  W.,  on 
January  31  was  attended  by  about  twenty  members, 
the  President  (Mr.  J.  Clark)  occupying  the  chair.  Mr. 
Latreille  remarked  that  Dr.  Cantlie  appears  to  have  fallen 
in  with  Mr.  Cooper's  suggestion  [C .  <h  D.,  December  22, 
1906,  p.  936),  for  he  recently  had  a  prescription  from  the 
doctor  ordering  a  25-rrunim  dose  of  chloroform,  initialled, 
and  a  footnote  drawing  attention  to  the  initialling. 
Mr.  H.  Creemer  Cooper,  M.E.C.S.,  L.D.S.,  read  a  paper  on 
the  evolution  of 

Dentistry, 

a  short  resume  of  progress  in  the  century,  illustrated  with 
instruments  and  specimens.  The  tooth-key  was  used  up  to 
forty  years  ago  for  extraction.  The  fine  specimen  which 
Mr.  Cooper  showed  was  made  in  Paris  about  1805.  It  was 
a  dangerous  instrument  on  account  of  its  enormous  leverage, 
and  a  fractured  jaw  was  not  a  rare  result  of  its  use. 
Anatomically  fitted  forceps  were  first  introduced  by  Sir 
John  Tomes.  Artificial  dentures  in  the  eighteenth  century 
were  originally  carved  complete  from  a  solid  piece  of  hippo- 
potamus tusk.  Human  and  cattle  teeth  were  also  used  in 
combination  with  bone.  Then  gold  and  silver  plates,  with 
bone  and  natural  teeth  riveted  on,  were  used,  tied  to  sound 
teeth  with  silk  or  cotton.  Later  gold  bands  replaced  silk 
and  cotton  ligatures.  The  next  advance  was  the  mtroduc- 
tion  in  1817  of  porcelain  teeth,  made  of  felspar,  silica,  and 
kaolin,  pigmented.  About  1844  the  famous  Dr.  Thomas 
Evans,  of  Paris,  introduced  artificial  plates  of  rubber. 
The  rubbers  chiefly  used  now  are  pink,  red,  black,  and 
white,  containing  48  parts  of  rubber  and  24  of  sulphur, 
■coloured  with  vermilion,  ivory  black,  or  zinc  oxide.  They 
are  vulcanised  at  315°  F.  for  1£  hour.  In  continuous 
gum-work  the  teeth  are  fused  with  porcelain  on  to  a 
platinum  plate  in  an  electric  furnace.  Mr.  Cooper  then 
showed  several  old  drills  and  passed  on  to  the  fillings  in 
Tise.  _  Gold  is  the  ideal  filling,  but  can  only  be  used  where 
it  will  not  show.  Silver,  gold,  tin,  and  zinc  amalgams  are 
largely  used.  Oxy-phosphate  ("white  fillings")  is  zinc 
oxide  and  ortho-phosphoric  acid.  Guttapercha  filling  is 
composed  of  gutta  50  parts,  finely  levigated  silica  30  parts, 
and  zinc  oxide  20  parts.  Porcelain  inlay  now  replaces  gold 
for  exposed  teeth.  Bridge  and  crown  work,  regulation  of 
protruded  and  overcrowded  teeth  by  gold  tension-plates, 
springs,  or  screws,  and  the  value  of  the  arrays  in  detecting- 


position  or  malformation  of  roots  were  referred  to,  and  Mr. 
Cooper  passed  on  to  lay  down  some  laws  for  the  conserva- 
tion of  the  teeth.  They  should  be  brushed  evening  and 
morning  inside,  outside,  and  on  the  top  of  the  crowns  with 
a  medium  (not  hard)  bristle.  Seven  people  out  of  ten  never 
brush  the  inside.  Tooth-powders  should  consist  of  an  alkali 
(soap,  pot.  chlor.,  or  pot.  bic),  precipitated  chalk,  and 
flavouring-agents.  On  no  account  should  pumice  be 
present ;  a  tooth  brushed  with  pumice  for  two  hours  was 
worn  away  to  the  nerve  canal.  Antiseptic  washes  are  useful 
after  brushing.  Floss  silk  passed  between  the  teeth  is  an 
invaluable  decay-preventive.  Finally,  Mr.  Cooper  con- 
sidered the  relation  of  the  chemist 'and  the  dentist.  A 
chemist,  he  said,  is  quite  within  his  province  in  supplying 
a  remedy  for  toothache,  but  he  should  point  out  that  it 
will  only  afford  temporary  relief,  and  that  a  dentist  should 
be  consulted  in  order  that  the  tooth  may  be  saved.  In  indi- 
gestion, mixtures  may  be  given,  but  in  these  cases,  arising 
frequently  from  deficient  mastication,  a  dentist  should 
be  recommended.  Much  harm  may  result  from  the  use  of 
guttapercha  stopping  by  amateurs.  When  moistened  with 
saliva  it_ swells  and  causes  separation  of  the  teeth.  It  sets 
up  gum-inflammation,  loosens  the  teeth,  and  does  not  arrest 
decay.  For  mouth  abscesses  Mr.  Cooper  recommends,  as 
internal  poultices,  the  fingers  of  a  glove  stuffed  with  bread 
and  heated  in  water. — A  discussion  followed.  In  his  reply, 
Mr.  Cooper  said  that  nitrous-oxide  anaesthesia  is  now  ob- 
tained for  five  minutes  at  a  time  by  means  of  a  tube  through 
the  nostrils.  Ethyl  chloride  is  very  valuable  for  children, 
but  he  does  not  use  it  for  aged  persons. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Boyal  Institution  on  Thursday 
evening,  January  31,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  (President)  in 
the  chair. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  received  letters  of 
apology  for  non-attendance  from  Messrs.  T.  F.  Abraham, 
E.  C.  Cowley,  P.  H.  Marsden,  and  E.  Stockdale.  He  also 
had  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Martin  thanking  the  Association 
for  the  honour  they  had  accorded  him  in  electing  him  an 
honorary  member. 

The  Annual  Eepcrt 
was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  was  adopted.    Mr.  W. 
Welhngs  presented  the  Treasurer's  statement,  showing  a 
balance  in  hand  of  41.  16s.  2d.,  which  was  approved. 

After  some  discussion  Eule  7  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
J.  Shacklady,  amended. 

The  retiring  members  of  the  Council— Messrs.  Bain,  Buck, 
Cowley,  Marsden,  and  Wokes,  together  with  Messrs.  J. 
Shacklady  .and  Tharratt— were  elected  members  of  the 
Council. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 

Mr.  J.  Shacklady  said  a  member  informed  him  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  inspectors  are  inquiring  and 
getting  samples  of  tinct.  quinime  ammon. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Buck  said  he  saw  by  the  daily  papers  that  the 
medical  officer  for  Liverpool  was  instructed  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  upon  the  constitution  of  the  quack  medicines 
sold  in  Liverpool.  He  wondered  if  any  member  had  heard 
anything  of  this  or  could  throw  any  light  upon  it,  but  no 
answer  was  forthcoming. 

Presidential  Address. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his 
address  on  the  occasion  of  his  assuming  the  duties  of  Presi- 
dent. He  selected  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  his  sub- 
ject, on  the  principle  that  those  engaged  in  pharmacy  are 
never  able  to  dissociate  themselves  from  it.  He  quoted 
from  the  Medical  Act  the  Section  authorising  the  General 
Medical  Council  to  produce  a  Pharmacopoeia  for  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  deduced  from  this  enactment  that 
in  the  first  place  the  book  is  for  a  list  of  medicines,  etc., 
and,  secondly,  that  it  is  capable  of  extending  its  matter  and 
information  in  any  sphere  of  necessity  or  usefulness  to  the 
users  of  it,  as  evidenced  by  the  words  "containing  such 
other  matter  and  things,  etc."  He  thought  that  all  who  do 
use  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  special  ways  have  a  claim  to 
consideration  in  the  revision  of  the  book — viz.  : 

1.  The  medical  profession  who  prescribe  the  remedies. 

2.  Chemists  and  drugsrists  who  dispense  for  the  patients 
and  supply  the  public  with  drugs. 
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3.  Manufacturers,  etc.,  who  supply  the  retail  trade  and 
many  large  and  small  public  institutions. 

4.  The  public,  who,  while  not  users  of  the  book,  may  be 
considerably  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  Hornblovver  then  proceeded  to  submit  suggestions  for 
the  revision  and  amplification  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
premising  that  the  medical  profession  have  the  claim  as  to 
what  drugs,  preparations,  etc.,  the  book  shall  contain.  In 
the  subjoined  abstract  we  give  his  suggestions  as  concisely 
as  they  can  be  put  : 

1.  In  view  of  the  extended  prescribing  of  preparations  of  a 
secret  nature,  the  Pharmacopoeia  should  contain  a  supple- 
ment similar  to  the  "  B.P.C.  Formulary"  or  '-National 
Formulary,"  expressly  designed  like  the  latter,  whose  preface 
Mr.  Hornblower  quoted,  to  "be  used  or  directed  to  be  used 
in  place  of  the  commercial  articles,  the  composition  of  which 
is  generally  kept  secret."  This  "  mission  .  .  .  can  only  be 
properly  accomplished  by  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession." The  plan  of  publishing  such  formulae  as  a  supple- 
ment is  adopted  by  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia,  the  ob- 
ject being  to  secure  only  those  medicines  that  promise  to  enrich 
their  materia  medica.  It  is  for  the  medical  profession  to  say 
what  drugs  they  would  wish  to  combine  in  a  prescription  or 
formula,  and  the  pharmacist  to  effect  for  them  the  most  suit- 
able and  therapeutically  active  preparation,  having  a  due 
regard  to  elegance.  This  would  be  ensured  in  the  case  of  a 
supplement  by  the  joint  labours  of  the  two  bodies  (the  B.P.C. 
Committee  only  consisted  of  pharmacists).  It  may  then 
happen,  seeing  that  the  medical  profession  would  be  more 
acquainted  with  the  existence,  contents,  and  objects  of  such 
supplement,  that  they  would  be  induced  to  prescribe  these 
official  remedies,  where  necessary,  and  if  they  did  so  as 
loyally  as  they  would  wish  some  chemists  to  abandon  illegi- 
timate prescribing  a  larger  amount  of  genuine  dispensing 
would  accrue  to  the  average  chemist,  who,  broadly  speaking, 
should  be  able  to  dispense  the  ordinary  prescription.  The 
point  of  revision  being  necessary  before  the  Pharmacopoeia 
could  be  solved  by  issuing  such  revision  as  a  "  Revised  Supple- 
ment "  until  a  new  Pharmacopoeia  was  brought  out,  or  it 
might  be  that  the  publishing  in  the  "London  Gazette"  by 
the  General  Medical  Council  of  a  drug  with  full  descrip- 
tion, etc.,  would  be  deemed  by  the  Privy  Council  sufficient 
to  include  it  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  until  such  times  as  a  new 
edition  appeared. 

2.  A  few  concise  notes  for  prescribers  and  dispensers 
relating  as  concern  the  former  to  ambiguous  nomenclature 
and  suggestions — e.g.,  as  to  indicating  in  words,  as  well  as 
signs  and  figures,  any  unusual  doses,  and  the  latitude  allow- 
able in  dispensing  abnormal  prescriptions. 

3.  For  Dispenser  s. — The  Pharmacopoeia  in  its  preface 
recognises  "various  pharmaceutical  devices  which  have  been 
introduced  in  recent  years  for  the  more  easy  administration  of 
medicines."  Mr.  Hornblower  considered  it  should  introduce 
such  standards  as  time  for  solution  or  disintegration  in  pills, 
tablets,  etc. 

4.  A  solubility  table  including  chemicals  in  frequent  use, 
not  foi-getting  that  many  are  soluble  in  glycerin,  ether,  etc. 

5.  Note  on  dosage,  proportionate  to  the  various  ages. 

6.  For  the  Retail  Chemis  t. — The  inclusion  of  an 
appendix  on  general  symptoms  and  treatment  in  poisoning 
cases. 

7.  For  Manufacturer  s. — It  has  been  said  that  the 
present  Pharmacopoeia  is  a  wholesalers'  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
it  will  probably  be  more  so  the  more  standardisation  is  deemed 
a  necessity.  There  is  also  a  tendency  for  chemists  to  buy 
galenicals  and  not  make  them,  and  so  long  as  good  and 
reliable  preparations  are  forthcoming  (and  be  it  remembered 
that  the  manufacturer  of  to-day  who  has  not  accuracy  and 
excellence  of  product  for  his  aim  and  standard  will  sooner  or 
later  suffer  by  it)  a  very  large  number  of  chemists  will  always 
avail  themselves  of  them  because,  from  want  of  time  and  other 
causes,  the  question  of  price  being  one,  he  does  not  care  to 
make  them.  How,  then,  can  the  Pharmacopoeia  benefit  manu- 
facturers by  additional  matter  with  a  further  view  to  accuracy 
of  preparations  ?  By  extending  the  characters  and  tests  to 
more  preparations  than  they  are  now  applied,  or  by  more 
correctly  describing  the  product— e. g. ,  some  liquid  extracts, 
contentrated  liquors,  tinctures,  lin.  camph.,  and  others.  Mr. 
Hornblower  considered  that  the  selection  of  standards  for 
these  should  not  be  left  to  a  Local  Government  Board 

8.  For  those  who  may  do  analyses,  Mr.  Hornblower  recom- 
mended an  extension  of  the  B.P.  Appendix  on  atomic  weights 
to  include  molecular  formula?  and  weights  as  in  the  U.S. P.  ; 
some  practical  notes  on  alkaloid  estimation  by  immiscible 
solvents;  fuller  description  of  articles  employed  in  chemical 
testing;  and  a  description  of  the  polarimeter.  He  instanced 
how  complete  the  U.S.P.  is  in  such  matters." 

9.  An  alcohol  table  including  absolute  alcohol  by  weight 
and  volume,  and  also  proof  spirit. 

10.  So  far  as  the  public's  claim  to  consideration  in  the  book, 


Mr  Hornblower  said  such  household  remedies  as  lin.  camph., 
tinct.  camph.  co.,  tinct.  benzoin  co.,  tinct.  rhei,  spt.  aether, 
nit.,  and  vin.  ipecac,  should  bo  supplied  according  to  official 
formulae.  There  is  greater  reason  for  chemists  always  doing 
this,  because  many  other  dealers  in  drugs,  etc.,  do  not. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  Hornblower  strongly  commented  upon 
the  rubbish  supplied  by  some  shopkeepers  as  approved 
medicines,  and  urged  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  should 
be  constituted  the  legal  standard  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  for  all  drugs,  preparations,  and  chemicals 
contained  therein  when  used  for  remedial  purposes. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Symes.  in  proposing  a  vcte  of  thanks,  complimented 
the  President  upon  his  address.  He  considered  that  the 
B.P.  Committee  should  consist  partly  of  medical  men  and 
partly  of  pharmacists,  and  the  pharmacist  should  have 
equal'ity  on  the  committee.  This  is  so  in  the  United  States 
and  on  "the  Continent.  We  have  the  next  best  thing  perhaps 
by  the  General  Medical  Council  inviting  the  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  to  nominate  certain  persons  to  form  a  sub-com- 
mittee to  make  suggestions  to  the  medical  committee  for 
amending  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  he  held  it  could  be 
managed  much  better  than  this  by  having  pharmacists  on  the 
committee.  . 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that 
some  standards  do  not  exactly  meet  the  requirements,  as 
the  preparations  may  come  up  to  B.P.  standard  but  be  below 
what  is  recognised  as  the  commercial  standard  As  far  as 
the  standard  of  preparations  in  England  is  concerned,  he 
did  not  think  English  wholesale  houses  have  anything  to 
fear  from  the  American  or  Continental  ones.  He  did  not 
say  that  the  individual  pharmacist  could  not  turn  out  pre- 
parations, but  considering  that  they  handle  large  quantities 
English  wholesale  houses  turn  out  very  good  articles,  such 
as  standardised  tinctures,  etc.  He  thought  a  B.P.  Supple- 
ment an  excellent  idea,  and  remarked  that  the  "  National 
Formulary  "  is  not  only  used  in  the  United  States,  but  very 
largely  here,  and  if  brought  before  the  notice  of  medical 
men,  its  preparations  might  be  used  in  preference  to  secret 
rcniGcliBS. 

Mr.  R.  Cleave,  in  supporting  the  motion,  maintained 
that  in  all  samples  of  preparations  taken  for  analysis  a 
reasonable  variation  should  be  allowed  for  what  is  not  up 
to  standard,  and  the  standard  should  be  adjusted  for  pro- 
secution-purposes, with  a  reasonable  limit  for  commercial 
variation. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  President 
briefly  replied. 

North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association. 

There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members  at  the  Bute  Cafe, 
Blackburn,  on  January  31,  when  Mr.  James  Riley,  Chief 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  borough,  read 
a  paper  on  "The  Anomalies  and  Inconsistencies  of  our 
Present  System  of  Weights  and  Measures,  as  compared  with 
the  Metric  System  and  also  the  System  advocated  by  the 
British  Weights  and  Measures  Association." 

Mr.  C.  A.  Critchley  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Riley  began  by  characterising  the  imperial  system  of 
weights  and  measures  as 

Unwieldy,  Confusing,  and  altogether  Unsuitable 
for  the  commercial  conditions  of  the  present  day.  He  pointed 
out  that  there  was  pressing  need  of  reform,  and  detailed 
what  had  been  attempted  by  means  of  legislation  from  1864 
until  1897  to  secure  the  substitution  of  the  metric  system 
for  the  imperial  system.  In  1897  the  metric  system  was 
made  permissive  for  all  purposes,  but  traders  generally  do 
not  seem  to  be  eager  to  adopt  it.  Mr.  Riley  then  proceeded 
to  give  an  instructive  historical  account  of  the  evolution 
of  our  present  system  of  weights  and  measures. _  The  unit 
of  time,  he  said,  was  probably  the  first  attained;  then 
distances  were  measured  by  the  time  it  took  to  walk  them. 
Then  the  man  with  cloth  to  exchange  for  an  iron  bar  had 
to  have  some  way  of  explaining  the  size  of  the  cloth,  and 
thus  small  areas  of  measurement  were  established,  the  length 
and  diameter  of  the  bartered  bar  being  requisite.  Similarly 
1  units  of  volume  and  of  mass  (or  weight)  were  devised.  These 
measurements  were  subsequently  subdivided,  according  to 
:  the  trades  in  which  thev  were  used.  Consequently  for  each 
of  the  quantities  of  "length,"  "area,"   "volume,"  and 
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"weight"  arose  a  multitude  of  tables  of  units,  and  this 
universal  method  of  measurement  is  in  vogue  at  the  present 
day. 

In  earlier  times  the  standard  was  obtained  by  reference 
to  the  proportions  of  the  human  body.  Thus  the  foot 
measure;  the  digit,  or  finger's  breadth;  the  inch,  or  thumb 
breadth ;  the  nail,  from  the  tip  to  the  middle  joint  of  the 
longest  finger;  the  palm  as  measured  across  the  middle 
joints  of  the  four  fingers;  the  hand,  clasped  with  the  thumb 
uppermost;  the  span,  thumb  and  little  finger  extended 
to  the  uttermost ;  the  cubit,  from  the  elbow  to  the  end  of  the 
extended  finger ;  the  pace,  or  two  steps.  The  yard  is  said  to 
be  derived  from  a  Saxon  word  signifying  the  girth  of  the 
King's  body.  The  foot  and  nail  are  still  legal  measures, 
and  the  hand  (now  used  in  measuring  horses)  was  originally 
declared  by  a  statute  of  Henry  VIII.  to  be  equal  to  4  in.  ; 
while  the  fathom  is  the  distance  a  man  can  stretch  with  his 
two  arms.  Units  of  weight  and  measure  have  by  law  been 
based  on  certain  substances,  such  as  seeds,  etc.  One  of  the 
earliest  statutes  of  Henry  VIII.  provided  that  the  English 
penny,  called  the  sterling,  should  weigh  "  32  grains  of 
wheat,  well  dried,  and  gathered  out  of  the  middle  of  the 
ear ;  that  20  pence  do  make  an  ounce,  and  12  ounces  one 
pound."  A  statute  of  Edward  II.  also  provided  that  three 
barleycorns,  round  and  dry,  make  an  inch,  and  an  earlier 
statute  of  Edward  I.  had  provided  that  an  inch  be  equal  to 
"  three  barleycorns  laid  end  on  end." 

These  rough-and-ready  methods  were  ultimately  replaced 
by  fixed  standards  of  weight  and  measurement,  but  the 
Inspector  showed  how  complicated  the  imperial  system  has 
become.  Anomalies  still  exist  which  are  perfectly  mystify- 
ing. There  are  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  in 
common  use  in  almost  every  trade,  weights  other  than  those 
of  avoirdupois,  apothecaries',  troy,  or  metric  : 

Hay  and  straw  are  sold  by  the  truss  and  the  load,  a  load 
of  straw  is  quite  a  different  weight  to  a  load  of  hay,  and  a 
load  of  new  hay  is  quite  a  different  weight  to  a  load  of  old 
hay.  Wool  .  .  .  has  a  set  of  weights  of  its  own — viz.,  the 
clove,  the  stone,  the  tod,  the  wey,  the  pack,  the  sack,  and 
the  last.  Cement  and  lime  are  sold  bv  the  ton,  cwt.,  cental, 
yard,  cubic  foot,  hundred,  peck,  chaldron,  measure  basket, 
bushel,  and  bag. 

Summing  it  up,  Mr.  Riley  declared  that  there  are  from 
150  to  200  different  kinds  of  weights  and  measures  in  use 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  present  time.  The 
system  is  neither  uniform,  accurate,  easily  understood,  nor 
simple  in  calculation.  A  chemist  has  to  buy  his  goods  by 
avoirdupois  weight  and  sell  them  by  apothecaries'  weight. 
He  must  therefore  reduce  his  avoirdupois  pounds  to  grains 
at  the  rate  of  7,000  to  the  pound,  and  then  calculate  them 
out  again  in  drachms,  ounces,  and  pounds  apothecaries' 
weight  at  the  rate  of  5,760  grains  to  the  pound. 

The  Metric  System 
was  then  dealt  with  in  detail  by  the  lecturer,  its  simplicity 
in  comparison  with  the  prevailing  system  being  dilated  upon. 
The  persistent  efforts  of  advocates  for  the  use  of  the  metric 
system  brought  into  being  the  British  Weights  and  Measures 
Association,  whose  primary  object  is  to  combat  the  adoption 
of  the  metre  as  the  unit.    The  Association  advocates  : 

The  co-relation  of  the  units  so  as  to  fit  the  imperial 
weights  and  measures  for  scientific  purposes  as  they  are 
now  suitable  for  purposes  of  manufacture  and  trade. 

The  inch  being  made  the  standard  of  a  system  of  co-rela- 
tion, because  it  is  an  ideal  length  for  the  purpose  and  is 
commensurable  with  present  weights  and  measures,  while 
the  ratios_  could  be  adjusted  and  simplified  as  and  when 
derived  with  little  or  no  expense. 

Obtaining  the  co-operation  of  all  trades  and  ascertaining 
their  practical  experience  before  recommending  what 
multiples  of  the  units  are  best. 

The  standardisation  of  units  and  the  elimination  of 
those  "  customary  "  measures  which  are  illegal  and  lead 
to  confusion. 

Although  not  antagonistic  to  the  decimal  system,  the  Asso- 
ciation does  not  desire  to  be  bound  down  to  its  use.  They 
would  make  the  inch  the  linear  standard,  the  cubic  inch 
the  volume  standard,  and  the  weight  of  water  in  a  cubic 
inch  the  standard  of  weight  (each  expressed  as  1),  elimi- 
nating base  values  and  securing  a  set  of  units  of  the  greatest 
simplicity,  and  containing  the  co-related  principle,  which 
gives  value  to  them  for  scientific  purposes.  On  this  base 
ratios  may  be  introduced  as  from  time  to  time  demanded 
by  the  various  trades,  and  upon  that  base  scientists  may 
build  decimal  multiples  for  facility  of  computation.  Dis- 
cussing the  probable  expense  of  changing  the  sets  of  weights 


from  the  imperial  system  to  the  metric.  Mr.  Riley  estimated 
the  individual  cost  of  new  metric  weights  for  a  chemist  or 
grocer  as  follows  : 

Iron-. — 20  kilos,  (approximately  44  lb.),  down,  1/.  ;  10  kilos. 

(approximately  22  lb.),  down,  13s.  ;  2  kilos,  (slightly  over 

4  lb.),  down,  Es. 
Brass. — 1  kilo,  (about  2  lb.),  down  to  1  gram,  9s. 
These  prices  would  be  subject  to  discount,  and  something 
would  be  allowed  for  discarded  weights.  The  stand-scales 
and  counter-machines  in  present  use  need  not  be  interfered 
with.  Small  platform-machines,  cart-machines,  and  weigh- 
bridges would  in  most  cases  require  only  a  new  steelyard. 

A  short  discussion,  in  which  the  Chairman  and  others 
took  part  ,  preceded  the  thanks  which  were  heartily  accorded 
to  Mr.  Riley  for  his  paper. 


Society  of  public  analysts. 

THE  members  had  a  busy  evening  on  Wednesday, 
February  6,  when  three  meetings  were  held  at  Burling- 
ton House,  Piccadilly,  in  rapid  succession.  The  first  was 
an  extraordinary  general  meeting,  called  for  the  purpose  of 
confirming  the  resolutions  passed  at  an  extraordinary  general 
meeting  held  last  month,  by  which  it  was  agreed — 

1.  That  the  Society  should  be  incorporated  under  the 
Board  of  Trade  regulations  as  a  limited-liability  company. 

2.  That  the  name  of  the  Society  should  henceforth  be  the 
•'  Society  of  Public  Analysts  and  other  Analytical 
Chemists." 

The  business  was  purely  formal,  the  resolutions  being 
carried  unanimously.  The  annual  general  meeting  followed, 
at  which  the  following  officers  and  Council  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  elected  : 

President:  John  Clark. 

Past-Presidents  (limited  by  the  Society's  constitution  to 
ten  in  number) :  M.  A.  Adams,  E.  J.  Bevan,  A.  Dupre, 

B.  Dyer.  T.  Fairley,  W.  W.  Fisher,  O.  Hehner,  J.  Muter, 
Sir  T.  Stevenson.  J.  A.  Voelcker. 

Vice-Presidents:  A.  Bostock  Hill,  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  J. 
White. 

Hon.  Treasurer :  E.  W.  Voelcker. 

Hon.  Secretaries:  A.  C.  Chapman  and  P.  A.  E.  Richards. 
Council :  A.  Angell.  J.  Baynes,  B.  Blount,  M.  W.  Blvth, 

C.  H.  Cribb,  J.  T.  Dunn,  C.  Estcourt,  J.  T.  Hewitt,  D. 
Lloyd  Howard,  H.  W.  Richmond,  L.  W.  Stansell,  W.  L. 
Sutton. 

Mr.  Bevan,  the  retiring  President,  in  his  annual  address 
reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  referred  to  Dr.  Sykes's 
death,  and  mentioned  that  Mr.  J.  L.  Baker  had  been  selected 
to  fill  the  vacant  post  of  editor  of  the  "  Analyst." 

An  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Society  immediately  fol- 
lowed the  annual  meeting,  Dr.  John  Clark,  the  newly- 
elected  President,  in  the  chair.  Two  papers  on  "  Vinegar" 
were  read  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Ratcliff,  in  the  first  of  which  the 
author  criticised  a  method  recently  recommended  by 
Richardson  and  Bowen,  in  a  communication  to  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry,  for  the  estimation  of  mineral  acid  in 
vinegar — a  method,  the  author  contended,  which  shows  the 
presence  of  free  mineral  acid  when  none  really  exists.  The 
second  paper  dealt  with  the  composition  of  English  fermen- 
tation vinegar,  the  most  interesting  feature  of  which  was 
the  great  variation  in  the  amount  of  chlorine  present — viz., 
11.2  to  155.4  grains  per  gal.  ;  three  samples  containing  110.0, 
125.0,  and  155.4  grains  per  gal.  A  short  note  on  the  "  Detec- 
tion of  Cane  Sugar  in  Milk,"  by  W.  H.  Anderson,  was  also 
read. 


3nfonnaticm  Mantcb, 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Drug-gist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D, 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed, 

28/56.    Present  address  of  makers  of  "  Latipac." 
29/56.    Where  can  tablets  marked  "  Fiz  26"  be  ob- 
tained ? 

23/67.  Where  can  Haydon's  (or  Horden's)  Indian  tinc- 
ture for  horses  or  cattle  be  obtained  ? 
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Society  of  Chemical  3noustn?. 

THE  severe  weather  on  February  4  accounted  for  a 
smaller  attendance  than  usual  at  Burlington  House, 
Piccadilly,  London,  W.,  at  the  meeting  of  the  London 
Section  of  this  Society.  Mr.  R.  J.  Friswell  was  in  the 
chair,  and  before  the  business  began  he  referred  to  the 
death  of  Mendeleeff  and  his  enormous  services  to  chemical 


-The  Chairman  then  called 


Grace  IReport 


sciences. 

Portrait  of  Peter  Greiss. 
on  Mr.  Watson  Smith  to  present  a  portrait  of  the  late 
Peter  Greiss  to  the  Society.  Mr.  Watson  Smith  gave  a 
biography  of  Greiss— the  father  of  the  azo-dye  industry— 
and  also  presented  three  bottles  of  the  first  azo-dyes  with 
autograph-letters  describing  the  discovery  of  the  dyes.  Dr. 
Caine  said  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Watson  Smith  was  at 
variance  with  the  generally  accepted  statements;  but  the 
Chairman,  in  an  interesting  speech,  related  how  that  the 
dye  which  Field  discovered  previous  to  Greiss's  azo-dye  was 
not  really  di-azo-benzene  anilide,  but  an  isomer.  Greiss  really 
began  his  research  in  1858  when  working  on  the  substitution 
of  nitrogen  for  hydrogen  in  amido-organic  compounds.  The 
portrait  was  accepted,  and  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Society  at  Westminster  Bridge. 

Motor-tyre  Rubber. — A  paper  was  then  read  by  Dr. 
Philip  Schidrowitz  and  Mr.  F.  Kaye  on  the  "  Chemical 
Composition  of  some  Motor-tyre  Rubbers."  The  authors 
pointed  out  that  many  tyre  failures  are  undoubtedly  due  to 
faulty  rubbers,  and,  as  there  is  practically  nothing  in 
literature  on  this  subject,  they  subjected  a  large  number  of 
tyre-covers  to  analysis,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  (1)  the 
general  nature  of  the  rubber-mixings  employed,  and  (2) 
whether  in  the  case  of  faulty  tyres  any  light  can  be  thrown 
on  the  cause  of  the  trouble  by  these  means.  As  a  result  of 
their  investigations  the  authors  infer  (1)  that  in  many  cases 
tyre  trouble  is  directly  referable  to  chemical  defects  (such 
as  over  or  under  curing,  unsuitability  of  the  quality  of  the 
rubber,  and  excess  of  mineral  matter)  of  the  rubber- 
mixings  ;  (2)  that  manufacturers  are  by  no  means  agreed 
as  to  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  various  ingredients 
and  conditions  of  manufactures  to  be  employed  ;  (3)  that  it 
is  apparent  from  the  widely  divergent  results  obtained  in 
some  cases  with  tyres  of  the  same  size  and  make  that  the 
process  of  manufacture  is  not  always  conducted  on  sound 
scientific  lines.  On  the  other  hand,  the  authors  point  out 
that  seme  of  the  results  of  their  investigations  indicate 
that  even  and  constant  quality  may  be  obtained  by  adequate 
supervision  of  man  if  acture. 

New  Crude  Rubbers. — A  second  paper  by  the  same 
authors  gave  the  results  of  a  chemical  examination  of 
rubbers  from  the  newer  sources  of  supply,  such  as  Ceylon, 
Uganda,  and  Malaya,  and  also  of  a  sample  of  Castilloa 
elastica  from  Mexico.  Experiments  o  na  series  of  Ceylon 
biscuit-rubbers  support  the  view  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  turn 
out  rubber  in  thin  biscuit  form,  and  observations  were 
made  on  the  apparent  nature  of  the  changes  produced  in 
rubbers  prepared  in  this  manner.  A  modification  of  the 
Ditmar  method  of  analysis  of  crude  rubbers  was  described, 
and  preliminary  figures  given  referring  to  the  nature  of  the 
proteids,  resins,  and  mineral  matters  in  some  of  the  rubbers 
examined. 

The  discussion  which  followed  was  contributed  to  by 
rubber  planters  and  rubber  experts.  Mr.  Reid  made  an 
interesting  observation  about  a  new  process  of  devulcanising 
rubber,  which  is  practised  in  France.  The  old  tyres  are 
dissolved  in  terpineol,  and  the  rubber  precipitated.  This 
speaker  said  he  had  been  working  for  years  on  the  synthesis 
of  rubber  with  "unvarying  unsuccess." 

Determination  of  Nitrogen. — As  everybody  was  leaving 
a  paper,  entitled  "  Sources  of  Carbon  Dioxide  in  the  Deter- 
mination of  Nitrogen  in  Organic  Compounds  by  the  Abso- 
lute Method,"  by  Messrs.  G.  Young  and  B.  Caudwell,  was 
briefly  referred  to.  This  concerned  a  modification  of 
Theile's  apparatus  ("  Annalen,"  1889,  233,  242)  for  the  evo- 
lution of  carbonic  acid  in  an  external  generator.  The  design 
of  the  mercury  trap  and  safety  tube  are  novel.  The  carbon 
dioxide  produced  is  claimed  not  to  contain  0.1  cc.  of  air  per 
5  litres. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Sties  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  h>gher  prices  are 
Commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street.  London,  E.C.,  February  7. 

T\  HE  business  tone  in  drugs  and  chemicals  has  improved 
1     this  week,  several  articles  meeting   with   a  better 
demand      Some  important  price  alterations  have  also 
taken  place,  the  most  noteworthy  being  a  sharp  advance  m 
genuine  copaiba,  which  is  attributable  to  the  new  American 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.    Grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  continues 
to  sell  at  extreme  prices.    Ipecac,  meets  with  a  fair  demand 
at  steady  rates.    Castor  oil  is  easier.    Chiretta  and  gentian 
are  arriving  freely.    The  Norwegian  cod-fishing  is  not  de- 
veloping ,so  rapidly  as  was  anticipated,  on  account  of 
stormy  weather,  but  prospects  are  still  good.    Among  fine 
chemicals  citric  acid  is  fully  Id.  dearer,  and  makers  are 
practically  out  of  the  market  as  a  result  of  the  rise  m  raw 
material.      Cream    of    tartar    of    high    test    is  firmer 
and    citrates    are    higher.      Pilocarpine    and  eserine 
have    been    reduced    by    makers    owing    to  competi- 
tion     Quinine  has  shown  a  sagging  tendency  m  con- 
sequence of  the  heavy  bark  shipments  during  January. 
Bromides  show  an  improved  demand  at  unchanged  rates, 
and  several  rumours  are  current  as  to  their  future,  but 
nothing  definite  has  transpired.  Refined  camphor  continues 
firm     Alum  and  oxalic  acid  are  dearer.    In  essential  oils 
higher  prices  are  asked  f  or  high-testing  cassia  oil,  but  star- 
aniseed  is  easy.    Lemon  and  bergamot  oils  are  very  firm. 
Changes  in  drysalteries  include  a  dull  and  lower  market  for 
turpentine,  easier  prices  for  garnet  shellac,  and  an  advance 
in  palm  oil.    The  changes  of  the  week  are  as  follows  : 


Higher 


Firmer 


Alum 

Bergamot  oil 
Cardamom  oil 
Cassia  oil 
Citric  acid 
Copaiba 
Perri  am.  cit. 
Mace 

Potash  citrate 
Sarsaparilla 

(grey) 
Sassafras  oil 
Vanilla 


Coconut  oil 

(Ueylou) 
Cream  of 

Tartar  98% 
Oxalic  acid 
Paim  oil 


Easier 


Cantharides 
Castor  oil 
Lycopodium 
Quinine 

(seconds) 
Shellac  (A  C 
Garnet) 


Lower 


Chillies 
Cocoa  butter 
Coriander 
Eserine 
Jalapin 

Ol.  pini  sylvest 
Pilocarpine 
Turpentine 
Wintergreen 
oil 


Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  February  6  :—  The  opium  market  is  steady,  but 
quiet,  at  from  9s.  lOd.  to  10*.  Id.  per  lb.  for  manufacturing 
qualities.    Sellers  are  firm. 

New  York,  February  7  :— Business  in  drugs  is  active. 
Opium  is  lower  at  $3.45  per  lb.  for  druggists  in  case  lots. 
Jalap  shows  a  hardening  tendency  at  18c  per  lb.  Copaiba  is 
advancing,  55c.  being  asked  for  South  American.  Refined 
camnhor  is  strong  at  $1.20  per  lb.,  and  menthol  is  firmei  at 
$2  60  per  lb  Ipecacuanha  is  firmer  at  $1.80,  and  Cartagena 
at  $1.70.    Buchu  is  higher  at  22c.  per  lb. 

Arrivals. 

Among  the  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  which  have  arrived  at 
the  principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  January  31 
to  February  6  are  the  following.:  Acetic  acid,  (®  To  neuzen) 
119.  (@  Antwerp)  63.  (@  Fredrikstad)  122 :  aconite  (@  Mar- 
seillesY  14:  aloes,  (@  Mossel  Bay)  40.  (@  New  York)  37  cs 
aniseed,  (@  Hong-Kong)  25  cs.,  (®  Komgsberg)  39;  annatto- 
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seed  (@  Copenhagen),  19;  antimonv,  (@  Havre)  51  cs., 
Colon)  148;   argol,  (@  Cape  Town)  44,   (@  Oporto)  180; 
arrowroot  (@  St.  Vincent),  1,891 ;  arsenic,  (@  Melbourne)  50, 
\<S  Oporto)  113,  (@  Hamburg)  20;  ''balsam"  (@  Acajutla), 
25  pkgs.  in  tr.;  benzoin  (@  Penang),  158;  blcaching-powder 
(@  Cologne),  160  cs.  125  pkgs.;  buchu  (@  Cape  Town),  8; 
bromine  (@  Hamburg),  224  cs.  ;  camphor,  (@  Havre)  564  cs., 
(@  Hamburg)  10;  camphor  oil  (@  Hamburg)  12;  carbolic 
acid  (@  Rotterdam)  25 ;  cardamoms,  13 ;  cardamom-shells  (@ 
Colombo),  6;   castor  oil,  (@  Leghorn)  46.  (@  Genoa)  50; 
chamomiles  (@  Ghent),  10;  cinchona  (@  Bahia),  10;  cinna- 
mon oil  (@  Ceylon),  8  cs.  ;  cloves,  (@  Hamburg)  3,602,  (@ 
Rotterdam)  200,  (@  Marseilles)  950;  clove-stems  (@  Ham- 
burg), 99;  coca-leaves  (@  Colombo).  22;  cocaine,  crude  (@ 
Callan),  4  pkgs.;  cochineal  (@  Las  Palmas),  32;  cod-liver  oil 
(@  Rotterdam),  40  cs. ;  cream  of  tartar,  (@  Rotterdam)  19,  (@ 
Marseilles)  222,  ((a),  Bordeaux)  57;  cumin-seed  (@  Bombay), 
170;  drugs,  (@  Trieste)  48,  (@  Marseilles)  24  bis.  22  bgs. ; 
essential  oils,  (@  Messina)  28/7,  ((g),  Ostend)  14,  (@  Hong-Kong) 
25.  (@  Havre)  50  cs.,  (@  New  York)  50  cs. ;  eucalyptus  oil 
(@  Australia),  13  dms. ;  fenugreek-seed  (@  Bombay),  633 ; 
galls  (@  Bussorah),  274;  gentian  (@  Marseilles),  189;  ginger 
(@  Jamaica).  13;  gum  arable  (@  Aden),  32  cs.  ;  gum,  un- 
enumerated  (@  Persian  Gulf).  35  gcs.  182  bgs.  ;  ipecacuanha 
(@  Singapore),  31 ;  jalap,  (@  Hamburg)  19,  (@  New  York)  4  ; 
kola  (@  W.C.  Africa),  5;  lemongrass  oil  (@  Hamburg),  20; 
lime-juice  (@  Dominica),  55  pkgs. ;  lime  oil,  (@  Dominica) 
33  pkgs.,  (@  Jamaica)  6;  manna  (@  Palermo),  2;  monazite- 
sand  (@  Newport  News),  125  bgs.;  menthol,  (®j  Hamburg) 
25  cs.,  (@  Havre)  20;  myrrh  ((%  Aden),  26  cs.  30  bgs.;  nux 
vomica  (@  Calicut),  127,  230  in  tr. ;  opium,  (@  Colombo)  16, 
(@  Bushire)  12;  orris  (@  Marseilles),  25:  patchouli  oil  (@ 
Singapore).  29;  peppermint  oil  (@  New  York),  19  cs. ;  phos- 
phorus (&,  St.  John,  N.B.).  200  cs.  ;  potash  chlorate  (@  Gothen- 
burg), 40;  quinine,  (@  Amsterdam)  120  cs.,  (@  Rotterdam) 
185  cs.  ;  rhubarb  (@  Shanghai),  34;   roots,  barks,  etc.  (@ 
New  York),  25;  sandalwood,  (@  India)  638  bells.,  (for  Liver- 
pool) 417  bells.  ;  sarsaparilla,  (@  Havre)  7,  ((a}  New  York) 
25,  95  in  tr. ;  senna,  (@  Alexandria)  50,  (@  Tuticorin)  176 ; 
soda  ash  (@  Ghent),  250;  tamarinds  (@  Calcutta),  121;  tartar, 
(@  Naples)  23,  (@  Messina)  34,  (@  Marseilles)  50;  tartaric 
acid  (@  Bari)  67;  vanilla  (@  New  York),  20  cs.  ;  wax,  bees', 
(&,  France)  18,  (@  Hamburg)  46,  (@  Jamaica)  5,  (@  Suez) 
49  bdls.;  wax,  carnauba  ((a),  Pernambuco),  67;  wax,  vege- 
table, (@  Kobe)  50  cs..  (@  Hamburg)  69;  wine-lees  (@  Valen- 
cia), 331:    witch-hazel   (@  New  York),   11;    wood  oil  (@ 
Shanghai),  28. 

Continental  Markets. 

Albumen  (Egg). — Chinese  is  offered  somewhat  more  freely, 
although  high  prices  are  still  maintained — about  550m.  per 
100  kilos.  To  all  appearances  the  consumption  is  becoming 
decidedly  smaller,  so  that  the  scanty  stocks  are  sufficient. 
If  the  imports  should  increase,  a  fall  in  price  is  possible. 

Balsam  Peru. — The  keen  demand  which  followed  on  the 
advance  during  the  first  half  of  December  has  been  succeeded 
by  a  lull,  but  nevertheless  prices  have  been  firmly  main- 
tained, and  will  probably  go  higher  when  the  demand  sets  in 
again,  as  shipments  from  Peru  are  not  offered  below  12m. 
per  kilo. 

_  Camphor. — The  expected  advance  has  become  an  estab- 
lished fact,  and  quotations  have  been  raised  by  50m.  to 
1,050m.  per  100  kilos,  for  original  barrels  in  Hamburg.  The 
market  has  been  brisk,  and  it  seems  more  and  more  probable 
that  prices  will  go  higher,  if  not  before,  at  any  rate  in  April 
and  May,  when  the  heavy  demand  sets  in.  There  are  not 
sufficient  second-hand  stocks  to  cover  this  demand,  and  as 
manufacturers  have  to  contend  with  the  prevailing  unfavour- 
able conditions  as  regards  raw  material,  they  arc  obliged  to 
raise  their  quotations. 

Copaiba. — Enquiries,  which  have  been  regular  all  through 
1906.  still  continue;  imports  are  small,  and  the  improvement 
in  the  conditions  has  involved  a  considerable  advance  in 
price.  As  quotations  will  probably  go  higher,  consumers 
should  buy  in  good  time. 

Lycopodium. — The  demand  is  only  small,  and  the  quiet 
market  has  resulted  in  reduced  quotations  in  Germany.  There 
is  no  great  inclination  to  sell,  as  inquiries  from  America  are 
expected,  which  will  probably  have  a  hardening  effect  on  the 
market. 

Platinum. — A  Paris  report  states  that  the  highest  price 
for  platinum  has  been  6. lOOf .  per  kilo.  At  present,  however, 
it  has  gone  down  to  5,400f.,  and  a  further  fall  is  anticipated. 
There  has  been  some  speculation — although  only  on  a  small 
scale — by  the  purchase  of  one  or  more  kilogrammes;  5,600m. 
per  kilo,  can  be  obtained  for  February  delivery. 

Rhubarb. — During  the  last  two  years  the  production  of 
China  rhubarb  has  been  very  scanty,  and  in  1906  a  falling-off 
in  the  quality  was  also  noticeable,  says  a  German  report. 
Offers  of  the  new  crop  should  be  at  hand  in  April,  and  are 
looked  for  with  great  interest,  as  only  small  quantities  of 
first-class  goods  are  to  be  had  at  present,  and  the  first  ship- 
ments usually  show  the  best  quality. 


Acid,  Citric,  has  advanced  fully  Id.  from  the  lowest 
point  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  raw  material.  English  is 
now  Is.  8d.  and  foreign  Is.  7^(7.  per  lb.  Makers  are  not 
anxious  sellers,  and  Howards  ask  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  at  which 
they  would  sell  limited  quantities. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  is  firmer  at  from  4£<7.  to  4^/.  per  lb.  not 
in  limited  quantities  only. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  steady  at  llg(7.  for  English  and  ll^d. 
for  foreign. 

Aloes. — Cape  aloes  is  inquired  for.  but  little  is  available. 
The  arrivals  include  a  parcel  of  Curacao  in  gourds  of  large 
size,  which  will  be  offered  next  week.  Socotrine  is  selling 
slowly  at  90s.  for  good. 

Alum. — The  makers  have  advanced  the  price  by  5s.  per- 
ton  to  67.  for  lump,  and  67.  10s.  per  ton  for  ground. 

Aniseed  sells  at  24s.  6d.  to  25s.  per  cwt.  for  Russian  in 
retail  parcels. 

Arrowroot. — Quiet  but  firm  at  auction.  Good  manufac- 
turing St.  Vincent  in  barrels  was  bought  in  at  2§r7.  per  lb., 
and  of  four  kegs  Bermuda  offered  two  sold  at  Is.  2d. 

Arsenic  is  very  firm  at  347.  per  ton  for  best  white 
powdered. 

Asafetida. — Some  of  the  recent  arrivals  will  be  offered 
in  sale  next  week. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — The  extreme  scarcity  of  genuine 
balsam  has  resulted  in  a  further  important  and  rapid 
advance.  Sales  have  been  made  at  from  2s.  9d.  up  to  4s. 
per  lb.  for  Maranham,  the  latter  price  having  been  paid  in 
Liverpool.  Very  little  is  now  offered,  genuine  as  imported 
being  quoted  4s.  9d.  The  advance  is  due  in  part  to  the 
operation  of  the  new  American  Food  and  Drugs  Law  which 
prohibits  the  importation  of  "faked"  Continental 
balsam  standing  the  B.P.  and  U.S. P.  tests.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  adul- 
terated copaiba  from  the  United  States,  and  cheap  offers 
emanating  from  that  quarter  or  Hamburg  must  be  looked 
upon  with  suspicion. 

Benzoin. — The  arrivals  amount  to  150  cases  of  Sumatra 
and  Palembang.  Qualities  between  11.  and  87.  have  been 
selling  well  privately  and  are  now  scarce. 

Bromides  have  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion  during 
the  week,  and  the  fact  that  negotiations  between  the  German 
and  American  producers  are  still  going  on  has  induced  more 
demand  at  unchanged  prices — viz.,  8^(7.  to  9*7.  per  lb.  for 
potassium  bromide. 

Camphor  is  unaltered.  Japanese  1-oz.  tablets  are  held  for 
4s.  8d.  on  the  spot,  and  2^  slabs  4s.  6d.  spot,  and  for  April- 
May  shipment.  Chinese  crude  for  shipment  is  quoted 
rather  easier  at  365s.,  c.i.f. 

Camphor  Monobromide  has  been  advanced  about  Is.  per 
lb.,  and  is  now  quoted  at  from  7s.  9(7.  to  8s.  per  lb. 

Canary-seed  continues  slow  of  sale  at  35s.  per  quarter 
for  Turkish  on  the  spot. 

Cantharides. — New  Russian  are  offered  at  3s.  Id.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot.  . 

Caraway-seed  is  firm  at  32s.  to  33s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  to 
good  Dutch. 

Cashew  Nuts.— The  parcel  of  60  cases  bought  in  at 
auction  last  week  at  42s.  6(7.  has  since  been  sold. 

Chamomiles  are  tending  higher  at  from  120s.  to  125s., 
the  latter  price  being  for  single  bales.  Belgian  advices 
report  that  France  and  Germany  have  been  ready  buyers, 
and  higher  prices  are  anticipated  in  a  month  or  so. 

Chillies.— Lower  at  auction  ;  175  bales  Japan  offered  and 
sold,  good  large  red  at  45s.  to  47s. ;  60  bales  fair  rather 
mixed  Mombasa  were  bought  in  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Chiretta. — An  arrival  of  65  bales  has  taken  place. 
Cinchona.— The  exports  from  Java  to  Europe  during 
January  were  as  follows  : 

Amst.  lb.  Amst„\Jb- 
1907     .  .    1,433,000  1902    ...  940,000 

1906     ...      597,000  1901    ...  1,000.000 

1905     ...      781.000  1900    ...  615.000 

1904     ...      855,000  1899    ...  509,800 

1903     ...      593,000  1898    ...  956,000 

These  shipments  are  considered  heavy,  but  they  comprise 
five  weeks'  shipments  instead  of  the  usual  four. 

Cloves.— No  Zanzibar  were  offered  at  auction.  Four 
cases  Penang  sold  without  reserve  at  11^(7.  to  lift/,  for  fair 
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picked.  Privately,  Zanzibar  have  been  sold  on  the  spot  at 
7%d.  to  l^d.,  and  for  delivery  the  market  is  dearer,  with  a 
good  business,  the  sales  including  March-May  at  from  7§cZ. 
to  7  ? id.  ;  June-August,  7 -fed.  to  7 -fed.  ;  for  arrivals  January- 
March  shipment  has  been  sold  at  7-fed.  to  7§cZ.,  c.i.f.  d/w. 

Coca-leaves. — It  is  reported  from  Hamburg  that  between 
500  and  600  bales  of  &outh  American  have  been  reshipped 
from  that  port  to  New  York.  The  stocks  have  thereby 
been  considerably  reduced  by  these  sales,  and  holders  are 
asking  more  money  in  Hamburg.  The  fact  that  New  York 
has  been  buying  in  Europe  points  to  scarcity  in  Peru. 

Cocoa-butter. — In  auction  70  tons  of  Cadbury's  A  sold 
at  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  6§d.,  the  average  being  Is.  6£tf,,  or 
2-fed.  per  lb.  lower.  At  the  Amsterdam  auction  held  on 
February  5,  80  tons  Van  Houten's  sold  at  94c.  to  96c. 
(average  price  being  95.20c,  against  90.40c.  at  the  previous 
auction)  ;  7\  tons  de  Jong  sold  at  94c.  to  94|c,  and  5  tons 
Mignon  at  94c.  to  94|c.  per  half-kilo. 

Coriander  is  lower,  Morocco  being  offered  at  13s.  per 
cwt.  on  the  spot ;  but  the  demand  is  very  slow. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  steady  at  83s.  to  83s.  6c/.  for 
98-per-cent.  and  87s.  for  95-per-cent.  powder. 

Cumin-seed  is  steady,  with  more  business  doing ;  Morocco 
at  40s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Dragon's-blood. — Since  the  auctions  further  sales  have 
been  made  at  about  9?.  for  good,  bright,  seedy  lump. 

Ergot. — Fair  small  Russian  is  held  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and 
for  shipment  new  crop  is  quoted  Is.  3c/.,  c.i.f.  terms.  In 
another  quarter  Is.  2%d.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  from  Hamburg, 
and  is.  2^-c/.,  c.i.f.,  for  direct  shipment  from  Russia. 

Eserine  is  lower,  the  prices  of  sulphate  and  salicylate 
having  been  reduced  5d.  to  6d.  per  grm.,  10-grm.  lots  offer- 
ing at  Is.  9c/.  and  50-grm.  lots  at  Is.  8c?.  The  pure  is  Is.  to 
Is.  Id.  lower  at  from  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  id.  for  10-grm.  and 
50-grm.  lots  respectively. 

Fenugreek. — Quiet,  at  10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  cwt. 

Ferri  Ammon.  Cit.  has  advanced  Id.  per  lb.  to  Is.  9c?. 
for  small  quantities. 

Gambier.' — The  market  is  still  bare  of  cubes,  and  sellers 
of  January-February  ask  28s.  per  cwt.  ex  quay. 

Gamboge. — Further  business  has  been  done  privately  at 
about  16?.  10s.  for  good  Siam  pipe.  No  arrivals  have  taken 
place. 

Gentian. — Arrivals  from  Marseilles  have  been  unusually 
heavy  this  week,  but  no  doubt  partly  in  transit.  London 
prices  are,  however,  below  the  parity  of  those  asked  in 
France.    Small  lots  are  selling  cn  the  spot  at  21s. 

Ginger. — At  auction  39  barrels  Jamaica  were  bought  in 
at  80s.  to  85s.  for  fair  washed,  slightly  wormy,  and  90s.  for 
good  washed.  Cochin  and  Calicut  was  firm,  about  300  bags 
selling,  including  washed  rough  Cochin  wormy  at  30s.,  and 
good  washed  rough  Cochin  at  35s.  Brown  Calicut  rough 
was  bought  in  at  37s.  6d.  to  39s.,  and  limed  Japan  at  28s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — Soudan  sorts  are  firmer,  26s.  per  cwt. 
being  asked  for  half  hard  ;  for  good  pale  clean  sifted  42s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  has  been  paid. 

Hydrastis  is  firmer  at  from  6s.  3c7.  to  6s.  4c7.  per  lb.  net. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Pak  Ling  has  arrived  with  31 
bags  East  Indian  root  from  Singapore,  which  will  probably 
be  offered  next  week.  A  few  packages  of  Cartagena  are 
also  close  at  hand.  The  market  is  quiet  and  unaltered. 
•  Jalapin. — Makers  have  reduced  their  prices  by  about 
3s.  per  lb.  to  23s. 

Linseed. — Firm,  at  47s.  6c?.  to  50s.  per  quarter  for  good 
to  fine  quality. 

Lycopodium  is  a  shade  easier  at  2s.,  c.i.f.,  for  five-case 
lots. 

Matico-leaves  are  offered  at  ll^cZ.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Menthol. — Although  the  demand  from  consumers  is 
small,  there  is  a  steady  undercurrent,  sellers  adhering  to 
the  unchanged  quotations  of  8s.  6(7.  to  8s.  7^d.  per  lb.  spot 
for  Kobayashi. 

Musk  continues  extremely  scarce.  Further  sales  of  old- 
fashioned  Tonquin  pod  have  been  made  at  65s.  per  oz., 
but  70s.  is  now  asked.  Russian  Cabardine  is  firm  with  sales 
at  19s.  6c?.  per  oz.,  20s.  being  asked. 


Oil,  Castor. — Easier.  Hull  make  of  first  pressing  is 
offered  at  35?.  per  ton  for  February  delivery,  33/.  for  March, 
31/.  for  April,  29?.  10s.  for  May-June,  and  28?.  15s.  for 
July-December,  delivered  free  ex  wharf  London.  In 
Liverpool  the  demand  is  rather  quiet,  the  sales  including 
first  French  at  3ffc?.,  with  sellers  still  offering  second  French 
at  lid:,  and  good  seconds  Calcutta  at  4(/.  to  4£c/.  per  lb. 
spot.  No  business  is  reported  for  arrival,  and  the  market 
for  first  French  for  prompt  and  February  shipment  is  rather 
quieter  at  3|c/.  per  lb.,  whilst  for  Calcutta  for  February- 
March  and  March- April  shipments  the  price  is  still  4£cZ. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
February  4  that  "  As  stormy  weather  is  still  prevailing  there 
is  but  little  progress  to  report  in  the  cod-fishing,  which 
remains  behind  that  of  last  year.  The  official  statistics  are 
still  rather  incomplete,  and  show  a  total  output  of  cod  of 
about  H  million  cod,  yielding  1,000  barrels  of  cod-liver  oil 
and  1,200  barrels  of  liver  for  '  raw  '  oil.  This  compares 
with  over  3£  million  cod,  yielding  3,200  barrels  of  cod-liver 
oil  and  1,300  barrels  of  liver,  at  the  same  time  of  1906. 
The  market  is  unaltered,  and  very  quiet.  Only  new  oil  is 
creating  any  interest  at  prices  equivalent  to  67s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.,  for  finest  non-congealing  Lofoten  quality.  The  ex- 
ports from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  760  barrels,  against 
1,001  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year."  A 
Bergen  advice  of  February  2  from  another  source  offers 
1906  non-freezing  Lofoten  oil  at  68s.,  and  1907  oil  at  68s.  to 
70s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  Hull  for  February-March  shipment.  If 
anything  the  tone  of  the  market  is  firmer  in  London,  new 
oil  offering  for  February-March  shipment  at  67s.  6d.  per 
barrel,  c.i.f.,  at  which  a  small  business  has  been  done. 

Oils,  Essential. — Among  the  minor  essential  oils,  the 
price  of  Copaiba  oil  continues  to  advance,  that  from  Para 
balsam  costing  fully  5s.  per  lb.  ;  but  at  the  close  this  price 
is  nominal.  Cardamom  oil  is  about  Qd.  per  oz.  dearer  at 
4s.  9(7.,  and  for  English  distilled  oil  of  Cumin  it  is  difficult 
to  give  a  quotation.  Genuine  English  distilled  Sassafras 
oil  has  been  advanced  Is.  to  4s.  6(7.  per  lb.  Oil  of  Pine 
Sylvestris  is  rather  lower  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  that  from 
pini  pumilion  (B.P.)  being  quoted  7s.  6(7.  to  8s.  per  lb. 
Wintergreen  oil  is  rather  lower  at  4s.  9(7.  per  lb.  for  genuine 
in  1-lb.  bottles,  the  artificial  offering  in  56-lb.  tins  at  Is.  5c/. 
per  lb.  Lemon  oil  of  pure  quality  is  worth  5s.  on  the  spot, 
and  for  shipment  cable-prices  vary  from  4s.  7^(7.  to  4s.  lie/., 
c.i.f.  It  is  reported  from  Messina  that  the  crop 
is  350,000  lb.  less  than  that  of  last  year  in  consequence 
of  damage  to  the  lemons  as  a  result  of  severe  weather. 
Bergamot  oil  is  dearer  at  12s.  7c?.,  c.i.f.  terms.  The 
market  for  Star  aniseed  oil  remains  easy  at  5s.  5c7.  to 
5s.  6c7.  spot,  and  for  shipment  the  price  is  about  5s.  Cassia 
oil  continues  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  the  value  of  80  to 
85  per  cent.  c.a.  being  5s.  3c/.,  75  to  80  per  cent.  5s.,  and 
70  to  75  per  cent.  4s.  9c?.  per  lb.  ;  for  January  shipment 
some  business  has  been  done  at  4s.  3c7.  to  4s.  4c7.  c.i.f.  for 
7b  to  80  per  cent.,  and  4s.  2c7.  c.i.f.  for  70  to  75  per  cent, 
from  second-hands.  Sales  of  American  H.G.H.  oil  have 
been  made  at  from  13s.  6cZ.  to  13s.  9c/.  per  lb.  according  to 
quantity,  and  Wayne  County  in  tins  at  9s.  6c/.  ;  Japanese 
dementholised  is  quoted  6s.  l^c/.  spot.  Genuine  English- 
drawn  oil  of  E.I.  Sandalwood  is  quoted  12s.  per  lb.  The 
Madrid  correspondent  of  the  "  Times  "  telegraphs  on  Feb- 
ruary 4  that  unusually  severe  weather  has  been  experienced 
in  many  parts  of  Spain,  causing  damage  to  the  orange-crop 
in  the  Mediterranean  seaboard  provinces. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Lagos  Palm  oil  has  advanced  a  further  Is. 
to  35s.  on  spot.  Coconut  is  firmer  at  41s.  for  Ceylon  on  the 
spot,  Cochin  being  unaltered  at  44s.  Linseed  has  been  steady 
at  between  21s.  10J,c?.  to  22s.  in  pipes,  and  22s.  l^cZ.  in 
barrels  on  spot.  Bape  oil  is  6c/.  dearer  at  29s.  for  ordinary 
brown  naked,  and  31s.  9c/.  for  British  refined  in  casks  on 
spot.  Jamba  is  28s.  and  Ravison  27s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  Petro- 
leum is  quiet,  Russian  on  the  spot  offering  at  6^c7.  to  6|c/., 
American  6|c/.  to  6|c/.,  and  water-white  7|c/.  to  7|cZ.  per  gal. 
Turpentine  is  dull  and  lower  at  51s.  3c7.  to  51s.  6cZ.  for 
American  on  spot. 

Olibanum. — Good  pale  drop  is  scarce  and  wanted;  fair 
drop  has  been  sold  at  37s.  6cZ.  to  40s.,  and  middling  at  32s.  6cZ. 
to  35s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Steady,  with  more  demand  for  Persian  at  up 
to  10s.  9cZ.  per  lb."  Good  manufacturing  qualities  of  Turkey 
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are  quoted  10s.  6c/.  to  10?.  9c/.  Our  Smyrna  correspondent 
writes  as  follows  : 

Smyrna,  January  26. — The  demand  still  continues,  and  the 
arrivals  ai'e  becoming  more  and  more  limited.  Holders,  who 
at  the  opening  of  the  market  had  agreed  to  sell  at  former 
prices,  are  now  asking  an  advance.  It  is  reported  that  the 
thaw  and  the  excessive  cold  have  damaged  the  crops  which 
have  been  sown.  The  thermometer  has  fallen  to  an  unprece- 
dented degree  for  our  latitude,  but  to  speak  of  damage  is 
quite  out  of  the  question  just  now.  The  sales  amount  to 
70  cases  choice  Karahissar  t.q.  at  the  parity  of  9s.  10d.,  14  cases 
ditto  at  10s.  Id.,  and  two  cases  Yerli  t.q.  at  10s.  id.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.  European  ports.  The  market  closes  firm.  The  arrivals 
in  Smyrna  amount  to  3,001  cases,  against  1,428  cases  at  the 
same  time  of  last  year. 

Smyrna,  January  25. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to 
86  cases,  as  follows,  comprising  60  cases  extra  Karahissar  for 
America,  21  cases  extra  Karahissar  for  England,  three  cases 
extra  Karahissar  for  the  Continent,  and  two  cases  Yerli  t.q. 
Severe  cold  weather  has  set  in  this  week,  accompanied  with 
hard  frost.  Farmers  telegraph  that  much  damage  has  been 
done  to  the  opium-plants,  which  are  this  year  unprotected 
by  the  usual  covering  of  snow.  The  autumn  and  winter 
sowings  having  failed,  we  now  depend  upon  the  spring 
sowings  for  next  season's  crop.  Stocks  are  very  low  every- 
where, therefore  we  must  expect  much  higher  prices  later. 
The  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  in  Smyrna  is  now 
1,883  cases,  against  3,125  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last 
year ;  and  in  Constantinople  376  cases,  against  699  cases. 

Pepper  was  lower  in  auction,  320  bags  Singapore  being 
offered,  of  which  157  sold  without  reserve  at  4§c/.  to  A%d.  for 
greyish.  Privately  the  market  continues  firm,  but  no  sales  are 
reported,  the  spot  value  of  fair  Singapore  being  5c/.  per  lb., 
at  which  sales  have  been  made ;  for  arrival  February- April 
shipment  quoted  4f^-c7.  value,  and  March-May  4|ifZ.  buyers, 
c.i.f.,  delivered  weight.  At  auction  the  demand  for  White 
pepper  was  slow,  and  all  the  offerings  were  bought  in.  Pri- 
vately the  market  continues  slow  also,  at  6f d.  spot  for  fair 
Singapore,  and  fair  Penang  at  6d. ;  for  arrival  Singapore 
February-April  shipment  sellers  at6£c/.,and  buyers  at  bfgd., 
c.f.  and  i.,  delivered  weight. 

Phenacetin  has  met  with  more  inquiry,  and  as  raw 
material  is  by  no  means  plentiful  and  makers  busy,  they  are 
not  anxious  for  much  fresh  business  at  the  present  low 
prices  of  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity 

Pilocarpine  is  much  lower  as  the  result  of  competition, 
the  pure  offering  at  Is.  3cZ.  per  gram  in  5-gram  lots  and 
30s.  for  1  oz.,  being  a  reduction  of  3s.  9d.  on  the  latter 
quantities.  The  hydrochloride  crystals,  nitrate  B.P.,  and 
other  salts  are  now  quoted  9d.  per  gram  in  5-gram  lots,  and 
15s.  6d.  in  1-oz.  quantities,  the  latter  showing  a  reduction 
of  6s.  9c/.  per  oz. 

Pimento. — Steady  at  auction,  fair  realising  2§c/.  to  2Jc/. 
per  lb.,  and  ordinary  mixed ~2^d. 

Potash  Citrate  has  advanced  Id.  per  lb.  to  Is.  9d.  for 
small  quantities. 

Quicksilver  is  steady  and  unchanged  at  11.  per  bottle 
from  importers  and  61.  16s.  in  second-hands. 

Quinine. — The  bark-shipments  from  Java  for  January, 
which  were  not  made  public  until  Monday,  proved  extremely 
heavy  (see  Cinchona),  and  with  an  exceedingly  dull  second- 
hand tone  the  market  sagged  to  9^d.  per  oz.  for  B.  &  S. 
and  for  Brunswick  sulphate  in  bulk.  Business,  however,  is 
practically  at  a  standstill,  there  being  few  sellers. 

The  landings  during  January  were  200,496  oz.,  and  the 
deliveries  205,392  oz.,  making  the  stock  on  January  31 
3,300,544  oz.,  against  2,780,384  oz.  in  1906. 

Rhubarb. — Good  Shensi  of  pale,  pinky  fracture  and  good 
coat  has  been  sold  at  2s.  6c/.,  fair  medium  size  flat  and  round 
Canton  at  Is.  bd.,  and  flat  high-dried  at  Is.  Ad.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — There  is  a  fair  inquiry  for  grey  Jamaica, 
but  the  few  bales  held  in  second  -hands  are  worth  3s.  3c/.  per 
lb.,  and  this  price  is  said  to  have  been  paid  for  coarse.  The 
arrivals  this  week  comprise  seven  bales  grey  Jamaica,  nine 
bales  Lima-Jamaica,  and  seven  bales  red  native. 

Senega  sells  in  small  lots  at  2s.  per  lb.  net  on  spot. 

Shellac. — The  spot  market  has  been  firm  throughout, 
fair  T.N.  selling  on  a  basis  of  213s.  per  cwt.,  the  range  of 
quotations  being  from  210s.  to  214s.  for  ordinary  to  fine  T.N. 
The  values  of  fine  orange  qualities,  which  are  rather  more 
plentiful,  are  from  245s.  to  255s.  A.C.  Garnet  is  quoted 
198s:*spot  and  195s.,  c.i.f.,  G.A.L.  in  circle  offering  at  190s. 


spot.  Futures  have  been  firm,  with  few  sellers,  the  high 
prices  asked  checking  business. 

Tragacanth. — A  gocd  business  has  been  done  in  most 
qualities  at  generally  full  prices. 

Turmeric. — Small  sales  of  fair  to  good  Madras  finger 
have  been  made  at  from  27s.  6d.  to  30s.  Bengal  is  held  for 
21s.  on  the  spot,  and  Cochin  spit  bulbs  at  lis. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  the  small  supply  of  250  tins  found 
ready  buyers  at  an  advance  of  from  6c/.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb., 
the  following  prices  being  paid  : 

Seychelles. — Fair  to  good,  8  in.  to  9  in.,  15s.  6c/.  ;  8  in.,  14s. ; 
7  in.  to  8  in.  9s.  9c/.  to  12s.  ;  7^  in.,  lis. ;  5  in.  to  7i  in.,  7s.  to 
10s.  ;  6^  in.  to  7  in.,  7s.  3d.  to  9s.  3d.  ;  6  in.  to  6i  in.,  7s.  to 
8s.  9(Z.  ;  5i  in.  to  6  in.,  6s.  9c/.  to  8s.  bd. ;  3  in.  to  5j  in.,  5s.  9c/. 
to  8s.  6c/.  ;  good  splits,  4g  in.  to  8  in.,  5s.  9c/.  to  6s.  bd. ; 
common,  5s.  3c/.  to  6s.  6c?.  Bourbon-. — Fair  to  good,  7^  in. 
to  8  in.,  12s. ;  7£  in.,  lis. ;  7  in.  to  7i  in.,  10s. ;  7  in.,  9s.  3rf.  to 
9s.  bd. ;  bJ2  in.  to  7  in.,  9s.  ;  6  in.  to  6i  in.,  8s.  to  8s.  bd. ;  4i  in. 
to  5s  in.,  6s.  6c/.  to  8s.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Vegetable,  is  steady  at  67s.  bd.  spot,  with  a  small 
business,  and  for  near  at  hand  61s.  9c/.  to  62s.  6c/.,  c.i.f.,  has 
been  paid. 

Indian  Government  Quinine. 

Referring  to  the  cultivation  of  cinchona  by  the  Indian 
Government  and  the  production  of  quinine  in  India,  the 
American  Consul-General  at  Calcutta  reports  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal  has  taken  steps  recently  to  extend  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cinchona  and  the  manufacture  of  quinine  at  Sonada. 
The  new  plantation  opened  four  years  ago  is  now  beginning 
to  send  good  quantities  of  bark  to  the  factory,  and  a  further 
extension  is  under  consideration.  The  factory  is  at  present 
being  enlarged  and  equipped  with  additional  machinery,  so 
that  ere  long  the  output  of  quinine  will  be  considerably  in- 
creased, and  fresh  outlets  for  its  distribution  will  be  arranged 
for  in  Bengal,  the  price  of  the  packets  being  fixed  at  one  pice, 
or  a  farthing  each. 

German  Potash  Industry. 

The  sales  of  pure  potash  on  behalf  of  the  Syndicate  during 
1906  exceeded  the  previous  year's  figures  by  402  tons,  and  the 
total  sales  during  the  past  eight  years  have  doubled.  It  is 
intended  to  devote  a  considerably  larger  sum  for  propaganda 
purposes  this  year,  especially  for  experimental  plans,  publica- 
tions, and  advertising,  11,200/.  to  be  devoted  to  the  last 
object.  The  question  of  raising  prices  for  export  to  the 
United  States  has  been  postponed.  The  higher  prices  would, 
it  is  stated,  give  the  right  to  American  firms  to  cancel  the 
contracts  which  would  otherwise  run  to  1909. 

Japanese  Ginger. 

In  reporting  on  the  ginger-root  industry  of  Japan,  the 
Canadian  Commercial  Agent  at  Yokohama  remarks  that  this 
root  is  largely  produced  in  Shizuoka  prefecture,  and  was  first 
exported  about  twenty  years  ago.  Owing  to  deterioration 
of  quality,  the  export  almost  entirely  stopped.  The  quality 
having  improved  in  recent  years  by  more  skilled  methods,  the 
export  trado  has  revived,  and  cultivation  is  carried  on  more 
extensively,  with  prospect  of  rapid  advancement.  In  1905 
the  total  area  of  land  devoted  to  ginger  in  the  prefecture  was 
about  8,025  acres,  which  produced  2,833,333  lb.,  valued  at 
about  19,120?.  The  dried  ginger  is  exported  chiefly  to  the 
United  States,  some  going  to  Europe  and  India.  In  Japan 
the  demand  for  ginger  is  limited,  the  consumption  not  exceed- 
ing 40,000  lb.  a  year  for  medical  purposes,  in  addition  to  a 
small  quantity  used  for  seasoning  food.  The  producers  in 
Shizuoka  are  said  to  be  trying  to  improve  the  quality  and 
quantity,  with  the  view  to  displacing  West  Indian  and  Cuban 
ginger  on  the  foreign  markets,  but  they  have  a  difficult  task 
beforo  them. 


The  German  Alcohol  Ring. — Many  rumours  are  afloat 
in  connection  with  the  renewal  of  the  German  alcohol  ring. 
In  consequence  of  the  defection  of  a  number  of  South 
German  distillers,  the  position  of  other  South  German 
adherents  also  became  somewhat  unsettled,  and  the  leaders 
of  the  "ring"  had  determined  on  a  renewal  without  their 
co-operation.  In  the  meantime,  however,  negotiations  with 
the  East  German  spirit- factories  were  brought  to  a  successful 
issue.  The  South  German  distillers  seem  again  disposed 
to  join,  and  the  promoters  now  declare  that  their  co  opera- 
tion is  indispensable  for  the  renewal  of  the  syndicate. 
Another  essential  condition  is  the  participation  of  the  inland 
industrial  distillers.  Negotiations  to  this  effect  were  begun 
in  1906,  but  were  broken  off  because  of  the  uncompromising 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  East  German  section.  The  renewal 
of  the  "  ring  "  seems  a  foregone  conclusion. 
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i  0  CORRESPONDENTS. -Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION  We  have  very  full  records  of 

the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Letters  in  Brief. 
Syr.  Fehri  Phos.  Co.,  C.  <fe  D.,  January  26,  p.  159.— The 
cochineal  nitrate  is  to  be  made  up  to  2  gals.,  not  6  gals,  as 
printed. 

List  of  Sheep-breeders. — In  reply  to  recent  inquiries,  a 
correspondent  (37/32)  informs  us  that  Messrs.  W.  Cooper  & 
Nephews,  Berkhamsted,  publish  a  book  entitled  "  The  Sheep- 
breeders'  Directory,"  which  contains  a  list  of  sheep-breeders. 

Pipe-lighting  with  Potassium. — In  reference  to  the  reply 
in  this  column  on  January  26,  H.  It.  L.  (20/64)  writes:  "You 
are  wrong,  as  I  bought  same  of  a  hawker  in  Fleet  Street  about 
twenty-two  years  ago ;  it  was  sold  in  a  little  metal-capped 
tube." 

Kax. — Mr.  IF.  G.  Burgc  (123  Shirland  Road,  W.)  writes  in 
regard  to  a  new  proprietary  called  ''Kax,"  the  wholesale 
price  of  which  is  lis.  3t7.  perdoz.  for  the  Is.  l^d.  size.  "  A  note 
is  enclosed,"  adds  Mr.  Burge,  "  stating  that  the  makers  have 
applied  for  membership  of  the  P.A.T.A.  I  hope  they  will  not 
be  accepted  at  such  a  meagre  profit.  I  find  the  working,  ex- 
penses of  my  business  are  nearly  18  per  cent,  of  my  returns, 
and  I  consider  mine  is  worked  on  an  economical  scale.  There- 
fore, there  is  a  loss  on  every  bottle  even  if  full  price  be 
obtained." 

Kossolian  Blood-salt.—  Mr.  L.  L.  Stroud,  of  Tewkesbury, 
writes  in  regard  to  Messrs.  Day,  Son  &  Hewitt's  terms  for 
"Kossolian  Blood-salt."  Mr.  Stroud  was  asked  for  the  salt 
by  a  customer,  and  wrote  to  the  firm  for  a  half-guinea  tin  of 
it.  This  was  invoiced  by  the  makers  at  10s.,  subject  to  2^  per 
cent,  discount.  The  margin  of  profit  appeared  to  be  so  in- 
finitesimal that  Mr.  Stroud  wrote  to  Messrs.  Day,  Son  & 
Hewitt,  who  replied  that  the  price  was  quite  correct,  and 
that  they  were  compelled  to  limit  the  discount  to  both  the 
wholesale  and  retail  trade,  owing  to  the  expense  they  had 
incurred  in  making  the  article  known.  As  the  cost  and  ex- 
penses left  Mr.  Stroud  a  margin  of  not  more  than  6d.,  he 
considers  the_  terms  quite  inadequate  for  an  educated  man 
like  a  chemist,  and  expresses  himself  strongly  upon  the 
subject. 

The  Outlook.— Still  Unqualified  (29/31)  wants  to  be  quali- 
fied, and  although  he  would  not  suggest  lowering  the  standard 
either  of  the  Preliminary  or  Minor  examinations  so  as  to 
place  the  errand-boy  on  an  equality  with  his  employer,  yet 
he  thinks  that  if  they  were  modified  to  the  actual  requirements 
there  would  be  fewer  unqualified  men,  and  many  an  employer 
who  to-day  has  to  entrust  the  greater  part  of  his  business  to 
a  junior  or  an  improver  solely  because  he  cannot  afford  a 
qualified  assistant  would  gladly  employ  a  man  whom  he  could 
legally  and  morally  rely  upon.  It  would  thus  be  an  easy 
matter  to  place  the  whole  trade  in  qualified  hands,  instead, 
as  is  too  often  the  case,  one  qualified  man  being  responsible 
for  several  not  only  unqualified  but  incompetent  assistants. 

A  Rowland  for  an  Oliver. 

Sir, — It  is  unfortunate  for  "  Xrayser's  "  mildly  satirical 
comments  in  the  C.  db  D.  for  January  26,  on  a  portion  of 
my  "  Observations  on  Counter-work,"  that  they  were 
founded  upon  a  condensed  report.  Had  he  been  acquainted 
with  the  full  context  much  of  the  criticism  would  have 
been  disarmed.  One  would  expect  the  holder  of  the  nom 
de  plume  "  Xrayser "  to  exhibit  sufficient  penetration  to 
read  between  the  lines. 

I  suppose  there  is  not  any  aphorism  which  has  not  an 
element  of  danger  lurking  beneath  its  laudable  intentions, 


if  pushed  too  far.  The  hearers  were  asked  to  guard  against 
some  of  these  dangers — e.g.,  politics  were  specifically  men- 
tioned as  unsuitable  topics — and  common  sense  indicates 
that  allied  controversial  matters  should  be  banned  also. 
"Interest  in  a  customer"  may  be  construed  as  something 
else  than  "  familiarity,"  with  which  "  Xrayser"  apparently 
confounds  it — another  point  on  which  a  warning  was  de- 
finitely conveyed.  "Interest"  may  be  taken  in  what  the 
customers  say  in  any  troubles,  complaints,  or  pleasures 
they  may  mention.  "  Interest"  in  the  different  types  met 
with  and  what  style  pleases  each  best.  "Interest"  in 
ascertaining  their  requirements,  rather  than  the  lethargic 
indifference  often  met  with — in  fact,  an  air  of  "interest," 
not  "  inquisitiveness." 

In  demonstrating  that  the  weather  even  may  be  made 
interesting,  I  did  say — and  it  is  quite  true — that  I  never 
knew  a  visitor  to  Edinburgh  fail  to  be  interested  in  R.  L. 
Stevenson's  description  of  its  climate — which  I  quoted,  and 
which  passage  contains  "...  and  a  downright  meteoro- 
logical purgatory  in  spring."  That  is  more  suitable  for  a 
visitor  than  a  resident,  and  was  suggested  by  "interest." 
At  the  same  time,  the  advantage  of  ringing  the  changes  on 
the  laconic  in  certain  cases,  with  examples  given,  was  em- 
phasised— which  is  avoiding  the  "mechanical."  Neither 
is  every  customer  in  a  hurry.  One's  "  interest "  will  decide 
whether  or  not  to  facilitate  his  or  her  exit  with  expedition. 
One  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  discussion,  complained  that 
they  usually  stayed  too  long.  It  was  suggested  also  that 
the  suburban  and  provincial  business  is  where  the  personal 
element  of  "  taking  interest  "  and  "  being  interesting  "  finds 
its  special  sphere.  Yours  faithfully, 

E.  0.  Rowland. 

Edinburgh,  January  30. 

Hints  on  Hospital  Dispensing. 

Sir., — I  am  very  glad  to  find  from  the  C .  &>  L).,  February  2, 
p.  199,  that  tincture  of  quillaia  is  becoming  more  generally 
used  as  an  emulsifying-agent,  for  I  have  found  it  most 
useful,  not  only  with  chloroform,  but  also  with  ol.  menth. 
pip.,  cinnamon,  santal.  and  paraldehyde,  examples  of  which 
I  published  in  the  "B.M.J."  last  summer.  Since  then  I 
have  added  the  following  to  the  list  : 

Syrup  of  Lemon. 

OI.  limonis   3ss. 

Tinct.  quill   ...  3?s. 

Aq.  ad   ...  3j. 

Shake,  then  add — 

Syrup,  ad   3XV- 

Syrup  of  Tolu. 

Balsam,  tolu   Jfvj. 

Ext.  quill,  fluid  5.1- 

Sp.  vini  rect.  ad    J'ss- 

Dissolve  ;  add  this  to — 

Syrup  q.s.  ad  Jxxiv. 

Shake  at  once,  and  filter. 
I  make  my  tinct.  quill,  by  using  P.  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract 
and  diluting  to  B.P.  strength  (1  in  20)  with  water.  With 
reference  to  elixir  ipecac,  I  have  always  used  the  formula 
given  in  Sutherland's  "Dispensing  Made  Easy";  it  is  the 
same  as  the  one  given  by  Miss  Rayner,  except  that  the 
strength  is  1  in  20  instead  of  1  in  140;  can  it  be  that  the 
latter  is  a  misprint?  Would  Miss  Barltrop  oblige  by 
giving  her  formula  for  liquor  cresoli  saponatus  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Lewisham,  February  4.  L.  F.  Hemmans,  M.B. 

[The  total  quantity  given  in  the  Elixir  Ipecac,  formula  last 
week  (p.  199)  was  wrong,  although  printed  as  written.  It 
should  have  been  "  Aq.  ad  Jxx.,"  not  Ovij.— Editor.] 

A  Truce. 

Sir, — In  a  long  and  arduous  war  it  is  common  enough  for 
both  sides  to  agree  to  a  truce  in  order  that  the  exact  position 
occupied  by  each  may  be  ascertained.  We  are  drawing  to 
the  close  of  the  first  ten  years  in  a  war  which  has  been  as 
strenuously  fought  by  both  parties,  or  rather  by  all  parties, 
as  any  war  in  the  history  of  British  professionalism.  I  say 
by  all  parties,  because  it  has  been  a  case  of  pharmacy  against 
a  multiplicity  of  sordid  interests,  any  one  of  which  would 
have  proved  a  heavy  opponent,  and  all  of  which,  put  to- 
gether, would  have  borne  us  down  long  ago  but  for  the  fact 
that  we  are  fighting  under  the  banner  of  justice  and  right. 
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It  is  now  very  clear  that  if  we  cannot  have  our  way  in 
this  matter  the  other  parties  cannot  have  theirs  in  face  of 
our  opposition,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  reasonable  request 
for  us  to  make  to  the  Government  that  in  the  coming  Session 
no  Parliamentary  action  be  taken.  Let  it  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  this  is  in  no  way  shirking  the  fight.  The  war 
must  go  on,  in  my  poor  opinion,  now  to  a  finish.  This  is 
merely  a  tactical  step  made  necessary  on  our  side  by  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  Chief  of  these  is  the  fact  that  we  have 
lost  our  commander.  I  have  all  confidence  in  the  new 
President,  but  he  must  have  time  to  consider  his  line  of 
action.  The  resignation  of  Mr.  Robinson  came  as  a  bolt 
from  the  blue,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Mr. 
Rymer  Young  had  not,  up  to  that  time,  given  so  much 
thought  to  his  action  as  a  probable  leader  of  pharmacy  as 
he  had  given  to  his  duty  as  a  follower  of  Mr.  Robinson. 
He  must  have  time  to  consider  his  line  of  advance,  and  I 
hope  he  will  act  on  his  own  initiative,  and  not  merely  follow 
the  roads  which  other  leaders  have  trodden  with  no  con- 
spicuous success.  A  second  reason  is  that  the  coming  Session 
of  Parliament  is  likely  to  be  one  of  stress  and  strain  in  both 
Houses.  We  shall  probably  have  some  kind  of  Irish  Devolu- 
tion Bill,  a  fresh  Education  Bill,  at  least  a  resolution  regard- 
ing the  House  of  Lords,  if  not  something  more  serious;  and 
I  am  afraid  that  amid  all  these  mammoth  interests  our 
poor  little  bark  may  get  swamped  without  anyone  taking 
any  special  notice  of  the  disaster. 

Again,  there  is  a  pretty  strong  current  setting  in  in  this 
country  against  the  most  objectionable  of  American  business 
methods.  We  have  had,  as  a  nation,  nearly  all  we  can 
stand  of  them.  They  have  triumphed  for  a  few  years,  but 
John  Bull  is,  notwithstanding  all  his  failings,  too  solid  a 
fellow  to  keep  on  following  trade  methods  so  unsound  and 
unbusinesslike  as  those  referred  to.  There  is  evidence  on 
every  hand  of  the  British  Press  turning  round  on  trusts  and 
combines,  and  even  co-operation  is  coming  in  for  a  severe 
handling  in  many  of  our  journals.  There  is  a  journalistic 
feeling  that,  after  all,  individual  trading  is  perhaps  more 
solid  and  more  likely  to  lead  to  a  prosperous  and  happy 
condition  in  the  State  than  the  concentration  system.  On 
this  point  I  never  had  any  doubt  myself.  By  concentration 
come  almost  all  internal  State  calamities. 

Another  point  may  be  said  to  resemble,  to  some  extent, 
the  post  scriptum  of  a  lady's  letter,  in  so  far  as  it  is  most 
important  of  all.  It  is  that  the  next  move  will  probably  be 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  investigate  the  whole 
pharmaceutical  position.  This  is  what  I  specially  wish  to 
see  ;  but  I  would  not  like  to  see  a  Committee  appointed  rashly 
or  hastily.  It  would  be  better  for  us  if  no  such  Committee 
were  appointed  until  the  new  President  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  have  at  least  time  to  bring  their  whole 
weight  to  bear  on  that  appointment.  Let  us  remember  the 
Poisons  Committee,  its  appointment,  and  its  witnesses.  I 
will  say  nothing  further  of  the  Poisons  Committee  than  this  : 
that  there  is  not  a  chemist  in  the  country  districts  either 
in  England  or  Scotland  who  does  not  know  that  there  is 
not,  and  never  has  been,  any  agitation  regarding  agricul- 
tural poisons  among  farmers  or  any  reason  for  agitation. 
A  few  resolutions  had  been  passed  at  agricultural 
meetings,  but  they  had  been  passed  without  interest  or  en- 
thusiasm, and  were  in  most  cases  engineered  by  the  insti- 
gators of  the  movement  for  a  Poisons  Committee.  In  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  examine  the  whole 
pharmaceutical  position  we  must  see  that  we  do  not  have 
a  second  edition  of  the  Poisons  Committee.  The  finding  of 
a  Committee  composed  of  such  men  as  we  have  opposed  to 
us  in  the  House  of  Lords,  for  instance,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  fatal  to  British  pharmacy.  Let  us  not  forget  that  even 
moral  right  does  not  triumph  simply  because  it  is  moral 
right,  nor  do  those  who  fight  for  moral  wrong  fight  less 
doggedly  because  they  are  fighting  for  moral  wrong.  In  this 
country,  however,  there  is  a  feeling  that  moral  right  and 
legal  right  ought  to  go  hand-in-hand,  and  the  party  which 
fights  with  moral  right  at  its  back  stands  a  much  better 
chance  of  securing  legal  right  than  the  other  party — that  is, 
if  both  parties  fight  with  equal  courage,  forethought,  and 
determination.  That  the  whole  position  into  which  the 
chemist  of  the  present  day  has  been  forced  is  not  only 
unjust  from  his  point  of  view,  but  absurd  from  a  public 
point  of  view,  is  becoming  clearer  every  day.  Here  is  a 
man  who  has  qualified  for  the  title  and  practice  of  a 


chemist  because  clear  Acts  of  Parliament  said  he  could  not 
secure  either  of  these  without  passing  the  examinations 
prescribed.  He  finds  that  another  man,  who  has  passed 
no  examinations,  has  by  another  method  secured  both.  He. 
the  qualified  man,  becomes  a  mere  dividend-machine  in  the 
hands  of  the  ignorant  man.  He  gets  a  salary  which,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  may  be  almost  as  good  as  that 
enjoyed  by  a  stone-mason  or  a  carpenter.  He  is  made  re- 
sponsible for  a  staff  of  assistants  in  whose  engagement  he 
has  no  voice  ;  they  may  be  untrained,  they  may  drink,  they 
may  be  of  any  age  or  number.  If  they  make  a  fatal  mis- 
take the  qualified  assistant  may  be  had  up  for  manslaughter, 
while  the  unqualified  man  who  engaged  them  goes  free. 
Truly,  the  qualified  man  has  to  pay  a  heavy  price  for  the  sin 
of  qualification  meantime ;  but  these  facts  are  bound  to 
have  weight  in  the  settlement  of  a  question  not  only  of 
moral  right,  but  of  ordinary  reason  and  common-sense. 
Dumfries,  February  4.  James  Reid. 

West  Indian  Lemongrass  Oil. 

Sir, — It  is  not  quite  clear  from  the  paper  on  West  Indian 
lemongrass  oils  by  Messrs.  Umney  and  Bennett  (C .  &  D., 
January  26,  p.  138)  whether  they  consider  the  low  per- 
centage of  citral  due  to  the  method  of  determination  or  to 
the  presence  of  other  bodies  which  have  not  yet  been 
identified.  But  one  thing  most  certain  is  that  the  hot 
solution  of  sodium  bisulphite,  which  they  state  is  the  cus- 
tomary method  of  determination,  never  has  given,  and  is 
never  likely  to  give,  either  accurate  or  concordant  results. 

In  the  method  I  have  adopted  in  these  laboratories  for 
some  years  past  for  the  determination  of  aldehydes,  solution 
of  normal  sodium  sulphite  is  used,  and  it  has  the  following 
advantages  over  the  acid-sulphite  process  : 

1.  The  determination  is  carried   out   in   practically  a 
neutral  solution. 

2.  The  temperature  in  most  cases  need  not  exceed  60°  C. 

3.  The  end  of  the  reaction  may  be  determined  to  a  nicety, 
thereby  saving  time  and  uncertainty. 

A.  The  meniscus  is  generally  quite  sharply  defined. 

Full  particulars  of  the  method  may  be  found  in  the 
"Analyst."  Apart  from  this  question  of  method,  I  am, 
from  my  own  observations,  perfectly  in  agreement  with 
the  remarks  of  Messrs.  Umney  and  Bennett  as  to  the  low 
percentage  of  citral  in  these  West  Indian  oils  from  the  many 
samples  that  have  been  examined  by  me  here. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Herbert  E.  Burgess. 
London  Essence  Co.'s  Laboratories,  S.E.,  January  30. 

Bookkeeping. 

Sir, — I  am  always  pleased  to  read  letters  in  trade 
journals  on  the  above  subject,  as  they  to  some  extent 
awaken  the  trader  to  a  sense  of  his  responsibility.  It  is 
often  argued  that  a  chemist,  like  retailers  in  other  busi- 
nesses, has  not  the  time  to  give  to  a  regular  and  proper 
system  of  bookkeeping.  There  is  a  lot  of  truth  in  this. 
A  chemist  has  many  opportunities  of  increasing  his  returns, 
thereby  making  money,  if  he  will  only  concentrate  his 
thoughts  on  details  of  his  business;  but  as  for  bookkeeping, 
it  pays  him  far  better  to  have  such  work  done  by  a  pro- 
fessional man,  whose  business  it  is  to  study  accountancy. 
An  argument  very  often  used  is  :  If  you  want  drugs  or 
medicine,  go  to  a  chemist  or  a  medical  man;  if  you  want 
accountancy,  go  to  an  accountant. 

Yours  obediently. 

Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  February  2.       Walter  Bean. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  the  somewhat  severe  remarks  made 
by  Mr.  C.  S.  Ashton  on  my  article  "  Bookkeeping  for  Small 
Businesses,"  I  might  mention  that  it  was  not  designed  for 
such  chemists  as  he  (who  appears  to  have  a  much  superior 
system  to  the  one  I  have  evolved).  He  says  I  transpose  the 
terms  Dr.  and  Cr.  oblivious  of  the  law  that  these  terms 
should  invariably  occupy  the  left  and  right  hand  side  respec- 
tively. The  same  remarks  he  applies  to  my  wholesale  ledger. 
If  your  readers  will  take  the  whole  system  as  it  stands,  and, 
if  they  wish,  replace  the  words  Dr.  and  Cr.  with  "  Expendi- 
ture "  and  "  Receipts, "  they  will  doubtless  be  able  to  throw 
technical  terms  to  the  winds  without  any  detriment  to  their 
bookkeeping.  As  to  my  customers'  ledger,  I  should  have 
explained  that  I  do  a  cash  business,  with  practically  no 
booking,  and  my  way  of  keeping  my  customers'  ledger  leads 
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me  into  no  confusion  whatever,  especially  as  one  so  seldom 
has  returns  from,  or  any  credit  to  make  to,  customers.  In 
my  wholesale  ledger  I  enter  goods  under  Dr.  column  since 
goods  received  into  the  business  are  a  debt  of  the  business, 
and  cheques,  returns,  and  discounts  in  my  opinion  are  un- 
doubtedly a  credit  to  the  business  since  they  decrease  the 
liability  of  the  same.  Mr.  Ashton's  complaint  about  my 
omission  of  the  reference  column  is  all  right.  I  never  use 
this  column,  but  your  readers  are  of  course  at  liberty  to 
complicate  their  books  or  to  add  any  column  they  wish. 
My  system  is  more  or  less  a  skeleton,  and  according  to  Mr. 
C.  S.  Ashton  a  skeleton  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
exhumed.  However,  he  has  paid  me  the  compliment  of 
reading  it.  If  he  had  said  one  kind  word  about  it  I  should 
have  felt  happier,  but  he  has  killed  me  first  and  kicked  me 
afterwards.  However,  I  forgive  him,  and  shall  act  as  did 
the  famous  Irishman  Burke,  who,  when  called  over  the  coals 
for  some  trifling  error  in  the  House  of  Commons,  duly 
apologised,  but  qualified  his  apology  by  promising  his  hearers 
he  would  do  it  again.        Yours  truly, 

Methodical  Ketailer. 

The  Old  Age  of  Associations. 
Sib, — The  reason  why  the  North  Staffs  and  nearly  every 
other  local  Association  are  practically  useless  is  not  far  to 
seek.  It  is  on  exactly  a  par  with  most  aged  married  couples 
having  no  children  to  brighten  their  declining  years  and  who 
have  found  little  time  to  develop  other  interests  in  life,  with 
the  result  that  when  they  are  past  business  they  have  plenty 
to  eat  and  drink  and  plenty  of  cash  to  spend,  but  no  hobbies 
or  interests  to  spend  it  on.  I  suggested  in  the  1906  Diary 
that 

in  the  teaching  and  examining  of  the  apprentices  of  each 
district,  Associations  would  find  plenty  of  useful  work  which 
would  be  a  common  meeting-ground  for  chemists  and  would 
crowd  every  meeting. 

It  is  impossible  to  expect  that  the  successful  men  will  go 
to  Associations  and  give  hints  to  competitors  (whom  they 
"cut  dead"  in  the  street),  and  as  for  the  windy  warfare 
that  goes  on  sensible  men  fight  shy  of  it.  The  differences  of 
opinion  re  the  best  methods  to  be  employed  are  still  so  great 
that  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  useful  subjects  to  be  discussed 
at  such  meetings.  The  only  possible  common  ground  is  the 
teaching  of  the  young,  and  until  that  be  undertaken  Asso- 
ciation meetings  will  be  as  before— Tweedledum  and 
Tweedledee.  Yours  truly, 

Jay  Mack. 

Water-analysis. 
Sin,— Arising  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Hughes's  useful  article  on 
this  subject  in  your  Winter  Issue,  I  venture  to  remind  your 
readers  that  care  should  be  exercised  in  their  conclusions 
when  following  the  short  scheme.  For  example,  I  know  a 
city  water-supply  which  has  cost  over  ten  millions  sterling, 
and  the  water  is  of  a  colour  which  would  "generally  in- 
dicate pollution,"  but  the  authorities  say  it  is  of  remark- 
able purity,  and  it  has  also  been  praised  by  a  chemist  in 
extensive  practice.  The  water  has  a  peculiar  taste  also, 
but  this  is  explained  satisfactorily  by  the  authorities.  Mr. 
Hughes  does  not  regard  this  test  as  important.  This  water 
would,  according  to  the  instructions  in  No.  8,  show  much 
•nitrite,  whereas  it  does  not  contain  any,  the  reaction  being 
due  to  ferric  iron,  which  must  first  be  eliminated  in  the 
usual  way.    The  equation  representing  this  is — 

reJCls+2KI  =  2FeCL+2KCl  +  L 
A  very  useful  test  indicative  of  pollution  not  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Hughes  is  that  during  the  evaporation  of  an  impure 
water  in  a  bright  and  clean  platinum  dish  an  iridescence  is 
seen  on  the  bottom  of  the  dish  when  the  solids  are  dry, 
such  as  occurs  on  the  inside  of  some  shells.  This  is  evidence 
■of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  being  present  and  attacking  the 
dish  very  slightly.  Special  warning  should  be  given  that 
ferrous  salts,  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  reducing  agents 
other  than  organic  matter  may  mislead  or  cause  the  beginner 
4o  fall  into  some  erroneous  assumptions.  A  very  useful 
test  where  pollution  is  suspected  is  to  shake  up  100  c.c.  of 
the  water  with  a  little  pure  ether,  remove  the  ether  with 
a  pipette,  evaporate  slowly  to  dryness,  and  examine  with 
the  microscope  and  nose  what  remains,  if  any.  Urea  has 
often  been  detected  in  this  way.  Once  a  man  took  a  sample 
of  water  to  an  analyst  for  examination,  and  when  subse- 


quently told  it  was  not  fit  for  drinking,  he  said  that  was 
just  what  he  suspected,  for  he  had  seen  the  liquid  from  the 
stable  running  into  the  well,  and  felt  sure  it  could  not  b» 
good  for  drinking  in  such  circumstances !  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  such  useful  notes  as  those  of  Mr.  Hughes 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  value  to  your  readers. 

Ycurs  faithfully, 

Abel  Scholar. 

Co-operative  Congress. 
Mr.  John  MacPhie  (Dumbarton),  writing  in  regard  to  the 
Co-operative  Congress  to  be  held  at  Preston  this  year,  urges 
upon  all  independent  traders  the  necessity  for  pointing  out 
to  all  in  authority  that  the  delegates  who  masquerade  as 
the  representatives  of  a  philanthropic  or  friendly  society 
are  really  the  representatives  of  a  huge  trading  monopoly. 
Mr.  MacPhie  adds  : 

It  is  quite  probable  that  already  steps  have  been  taken  to 
secure  that  the  Municipal  Council  will  extend  a  publio 
reception  to  the  delegates;  the  cost  of  which  will  largely 
require  to  be  paid  by  the  traders  and  manufacturers  whoso 
commercial  life  they  seek  to  destroy.    There  will  also  likely 
be  an  attempt  made  to  secure  as  advertising  media  as  many 
as  possible  of  the  influential  people,  clergymen,  etc.,  of  the 
district,  to  grace  their  meetings  or  speak  from  their  plat- 
forms, and  this  class  of  the  community  are  often  quite 
innocently  trapped  into  such  a  position  by  the  beautiful 
theoretical  representation  made  of  things  which  might  be 
accomplished  by  co-operation. 
Mr.  MacPhie  therefore  appeals  to  the  traders  of  Preston  to 
be  up  and  doing  before  it  is  too  late,  and  as  far  as  possible 
do  some  "educational"  work  among  members  of  Council, 
etc.,  regarding  the  true  position  of  those  co-operative 
traders. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


The  Twelfth-part  Mixture. 
Sir, — I  fail  to  see  why  the  directions  a  twelfth  part 
refer  at  all  to  a  6-oz.  mixture.  The  prescription  as  written 
must  mean  that  a  12-oz.  mixture  is  to  be  sent  bearing  the 
directions  "A  twelfth  part  three  times  a  day."  If  the  words 
"  Mitte  3xij."  were  placed  after  the  directions,  then,  and 
only  then,  could  the  twelfth-part  directions  refer  to  a  6-oz. 
mixture;  but  this  is  not  so,  hence  the  directions  as  written 
refer  to  a  12-oz.  bottle  of  such  a  mixture  as  is  written.  Take, 
for  example,  the  following  form  of  prescription,  which  is 
used  by  a  great  many  practitioners  daily  : 


Sodii  bicarb.    gr.  xx. 

Spt.  ammon.  ar   nixxx. 

Syr.  zingib   mXL. 

Aquam  ad    3SS- 

Mitte  3vi'j- 


A  sixteenth  part  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 
You  might  as  well  say  that  these  directions  refer  to  the  half- 
ounce,  which,  of  course,  they  do  not,  as  say  that  the  twelfth 
part  in  "  C02's  "  prescription  refers  to  the  6  oz.  I  would  like 
to  hear  the  opinions  of  some  of  our  leading  pharmacists  on 
such  an  important  issue.  Faithfully  yours, 

James  Fleming. 

[We  were  under  the  impression  that  "  Mitte  3xij."  followed 
the  directions,  and  our  note  was  written  on  that  under- 
standing.— Ed.] 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Farmer  (21/44)  asks,  in  respect  to  the  purchase  of  a  farm, 
who  pays  the  solicitors'  fees — the  purchaser  or  the  seller  (the 
"  Glebe  Co.").  [We  do  not  quite  understand  what  is  meant 
by  the  Glebe  Co.,  unless  it  is  a  company  formed  to  purchase 
land  from  the  Church  authorities.  If  it  is  an  independent 
company,  then  the  usual  rule  in  the  absence  of  a  stipulation 
to  the  contrary  would  follow — namely,  that  the  vendor  pays 
his  own  solicitor's  costs  and  the  purchaser  pays  his.  Of  course 
the  purchaser  can  agree  to  pay  the  vendor's  solicitor's  costs  if 
he  likes  to  do  so.  Probably,  however,  our  subscriber  is  re- 
ferring to  a  sale  of  glebe  either  by  the  vicar  of  the  parish  or 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  in  such  cases  the  Church 
authorities  usually  stipulate  that  the  purchaser  shall  pay 
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the  vendor's  costs  as  part  of  the  bargain.  The  probability, 
however,  is  that  if  the  purchaser  refuses  to  do  so  the  vendors 
will  give  way  and  pay  their  own  costs.] 

Subscriber  (6/2).— You  do  not  send  your  name  and  address; 
but,  seeing  you  are  a  subscriber,  you  will  have  our  Diary,  so 
turn  to  p.  244,  24a,  and  p.  269,  20,  where  the  information  you 
want  is  given. 

G.  B.  (28/4). — Errand-boys  come  under  the  provisions  of 
the  New  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  they  being  included 
in  the  definition : 

"Workman"  .  .  .  means  any  person  who  has  entered 
into  or  works  under  a  contract  of  service  or  apprenticeship 
with  an  employer,  whether  by  way  of  manual  labour, 
clerical  work,  or  otherwise,  and  whether  the  contract  is 
expressed  or  implied,  is  oral  or  in  writing. 
This  clearly  covers  errand-boys  as  commonly  employed  by 
chemists  doing  odd  jobs  in  the  place  of  business  and  going 
errands;  but  the  following  provision  also  occurs: 

"Workman"   does  not  include  any  person  employed 
otherwise  than  by  way  of  manual  labour  whose  remunera- 
tion exceeds  250?.  a  year,  or  a  person  whose  employment  is 
of  a  casual  nature  and  who  is  employed  otherwise  than  for 
the  purposes  of  the  employer' s  trade  or  business,  or  a 
member  of  a  police  force,  or  an  out  worker,  or  a  member 
of  the  employer's  family  dwelling  in  his  house. 
The  first  italicised  part  of  the  clause  probably  does  not  apply 
to  business  employment.     An  errand-boy  might    be  con- 
sidered an  out  worker  if  he  does  no  odd  jobs  in  the  shop ;  but 
the  term  "out  worker"  is  intended  to  refer  to  persons  who 
carry  on  their'  trade  in  their  own  homes. 

/.  L.  (30/60). — There  is  nothing  to  clear  up  about  the  early 
closing  of  licensed  premises  in  Irish  towns  on  Saturday  nights. 
We  quoted  the  section  of  the  Act,  and  you  can  see  for  yourself 
that  it  applies  to  shops  licensed  for  the  retailing  of  wines. 
Ten  o'clock  is  the  hour  for  Belfast  and  other  towns  with  more 
than  5,000  inhabitants,  so  that  those  who  have  hitherto  closed 
at  11  p.m.  will  not  lose  much,  if  anything. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during-  the  past  twelve  months. 


C.  F.  &  Co.  (16/65). — Bottle-capping  Solution. — See 
C.  &  D.,  May  12,  1906,  p.  746.  To  make  white  capping  as 
your  sample,  a  small  proportion  of  zinc  oxide  is  incorporated. 

Chem.  (239/65). — Drying  Application  for  milch  cows. — This 
appears  to  bo  the  old-fashioned  balsam  of  sulphur,  made  by 
heating  sublimed  sulphur  (2  oz.)  with  olive  oil  (1  pint).  You 
will  notice  that  your  sample  contains  some  undissolved 
sulphur  from  which  the  balsam  is  generally  decanted. 

T.  B.  J.  B.  (135/6). — Catarrh-cure  used  as  inhalant. — The 
active  principle  of  the  catarrh-cure  you  send  appears  to  be 
carbolic  acid,  the  preparation  being  in  the  nature  of  liquor 
sodse  phenatis.    The  latter  is  prepared  by  mixing 

Carbolic  acid    7  grams 

Solution  of  soda  (sp.  gr.  1.332)    ...    10  grams 

Water  to   100  c.c. 

For  use  as  a  mouthwash  and  gargle,  this  solution  is  diluted 
with  30  parts  of  water. 

Parasite  (15/32). — Parasites  on  Dogs. — A  good  deal  of 
patience  is  needed  to  rid  a  long-haired  dog's  coat  of  lice. 
The  animal's  bed  should  be  destroyed,  and  if  a  box  is  used 
it  should  be  stoved  with  sulphur.  The  dog  should  be  washed 
with  the  following  soap  at  least  twice  a  week  till  all  the  pests 
have  been  eradicated  : 

Sapo.  mollis  3XXX- 

Ac.  carbolici  Jiij. 

01.  eucalypti  3j. 

Aquam  ad   Cong.  j. 

Lodo  (23/67)  asks  why  it  is  that  black  vulcanite  changes  its 
colour  on  being  placed  in  hot  water.  The  colour  has  changed 
to  a  dull  dirty  green.  "Lodo"  also  wishes  to  know  how  to 
restore  the  colour.  These  are  problems  some  of  our  sub- 
scribers may  like  to  tackle. 

/.  Nk  H.  (18/40). — Vinegar  for  Pickling. — We  believe 
pome  pickle-makers  use  an  artificial  vinegar  made  by  mixing 
acetic  acid  with  water  and  adding  burnt  sugar  and  acetic  acid 
to  produce  a  product  resembling  malt  vinegar  in  colour, 
odour,  and  taste.  We  have  not  a  working  formula,  but  the 
acetic-acid  strength  should  be  equal  to  No.  24  vinegar  (6.22 
per  cent,  of  absolute  acetic  acid).  The  B.P.  acetic  acid  con- 
tains 33  pgr  cent  of  absolute  acetic  acid. 
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Mould  (17/28). — The  trouble  of  sauce-bottle  corks  moulding; 
is  got  over  by  sterilising  the  corks  either  by  heat  or  by  chemical 
agents,  such  as  formaldehyde  or  sulphur.  The  method  of 
soaking  the  corks  in  formaldehyde  solution,  followed  by  wash- 
ing with  water,  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  most  effectual. 

Ebor  (14/22). — Pickle-making. — The  cauliflower  should  not 
be  freed  from  brine,  as  the  salt  is  preservative  as  well  as  the  • 
vinegar.  The  latter  should  be  of  the  strength  known  as- 
No.  24,  and  is  best  used  after  it  has  been  spioed.  To  each 
gallon  of  vinegar  allow  2  oz.  of  black  pepper,  10  oz.  of  ginger, 
and  10  oz.  of  salt ;  reduce  the  spices  to  coarse  powder,  and 
boil  with  the  vinegar;  add  the  salt,  strain,  and  pour  hot  or 
cold  on  the  vegetables  already  placed  in  the  bottles  or  jars. 
The  bottles  and  jars  must  be  rendered  aseptic  before'  use  by 
scalding  them  with  hot  water.  There  are  many  variants  of 
the  above  formula  for  spiced  vinegar. 

J.  W.  (15/12). — Sulphur  Candles. — The  following  are  the- 
patents  in  connection  with  sulphur  candles,  the  object  of  most 
of  them  being  to  make  the  sulphur  easier  to  ignite : 

Morss  &  Bourne  (18434,  1891).— The  surface  of  the  candle- 
is  undermined  so  that  the  flame  will  attack  and  ignite  the- 
sulphur  quickly. 

Kingzett  (11807,  1893).— The  blocks  of  sulphur  are  provided 
with  a  wick  impregnated  with  sulphur  or  a  fuse  of  sulphur 
and  some  oxidising-agent,  such  as  potassium  chlorate.  The 
sulphur  candle  is  provided  with  an  outer  vessel  of  water. 

Kingzett  (14903,  1893). — A  strip  of  openwork  fabric  dipped 
in  melted  sulphur  is  partly  embedded  in  the  top  of  the  block 
of  sulphur,  or  the  whole  candle  may  be  composed  of  strips  of" 
material  coated  with  sulphur  and  made  up  in  a  suitable  form. 

Wade  (18511,  1898). — The  candles  are  encased  with  asbestoft- 
or  other  porous  material  which  soaks  up  water  from  a  dish  in 
which  the  candle  is  placed.  Corrugated-cotton  wicks  im- 
pregnated with  potassium  chlorate  or  nitrate  are  embedded 
in  the  sulphur. 

Dublin  (10/37). — An  Apprentice's  Duties  are  whatever 
his  master  calls  upon  him  to  do,  but  the  demands  must  be 
reasonable.  It  will  not  hurt  you  to  do  a  little  rough  work — 
all  labour  is  honourable. 

Eempster  (16/45). — Oxygen  Dentifrice. — The  use  of 
calcium  dioxide  in  a  dentifrice  is  covered  by  patents  both  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

F.  J.  H.  (18/52). — Corpulency-cure. — A  recent  examination- 
of  the  corpulency-cure  you  mention  revealed  the  fact  that  it' 
contains  citric  acid  in  the  proportion  of  38  grains  to  the  ounce. 

W.  B.  B.  (115/1). — The  Sales-book  referred  to  in  the- 
C.  &  D.,  January  19,  p.  87,  is,  we  presume,  specially  ruled. 
The  book  may  be  on  sale  in  Australia,  but  it  would  not  be  art 
expensive  matter  to  have  the  special  rulings  done  to  suit  your- 
exact  requirements. 

G.  E.  A.  M.  (12/23).— We  believe  the  name  you  mention  w- 
already  registered  as  a  trade-mark,  but  it  may  not  yet  be 
appropriated  in  the  class  of  goods  to  which  you  desire  to 
apply  it.  You  can  find  out  officially  by  applying  for  registra- 
tion.   The  C.  &  D.  Diary  tells  how  this  is  done. 

B.  W.  B.  (14/46). — Books  on  Perfumes. — We  gave  a  biblio- 
graphy of  perfumes  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary  for  1906,  to  which 
please  refer.  The  French  edition  of  Piesse's  book  gives  a  few 
particulars  about  distilling,  but  the  subject  is  better  dealt 
with  in  books  on  essential  oils,  which  you  will  also  find  in  the 
1906  Diary. 

C.  F.  Bispham  (14/59). — Tobacco-manufactuee. — Your 
inquiry  is  not  quite  clear.  Olivo  oil  is  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  roll  tobacco  to  prevent  the  leaves  caking  into  one  mass- 
while  in  the  hydraulic  press.  The  liquid  that  exudes  frorc 
the  rolls  when  in  the  press  is  the  tobacco-juice  of  commerce, 
the  oil  being  separated  and  used  over  again.  As  the  oil  be- 
comes dark-coloured  it  is  not  then  suitable  for  oiling  light- 
coloured  cavendish. 

Anxious  (16/57). — Books  on  Massage. — In  addition  to  the- 
list  given  in  the  C.  <£■  D.  Diary  for  1906,  there  is  one  published' 
bv  Messrs.  Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox — Palmer's  "Lessons  ©c 
Massage  "  (7s.  6d.). 

Rubber  (Ceylon)  (28/24). — Our  interest  in  samples  sent  ns- 
does  not  commence  until  we  know  something  about  the  use* 
of  the  specimen  or  why  it  is  sent. 

R.  I.  E.  (23/3). — Books  on  Milk-analysis. — See  list  iu-  • 
C.  &  D.  Diary  1906.    We  do  not  publish  a  book  on  the  subject,, 
but  can  obtain  for  you  any  of  the  books  mentioned  in  th» 
Diary  bibliography. 


***  Several  pages  of  letters  and  replies  are  itnavoidabl-p 
held  over  this  week-. 
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Comtno  iBvente. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
Notices  tor^  ^  Wednesday  of  each  week, 

Situr-dav,  February  9. 

Wormholt  Farm. 

Tuesday,  J^%^n  „  pioomsbury 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  G,ca^  B^a%cning  voting- 
Square,  Lo^on  W.G  at  8  p.Mm  ^  ^  official 
Messrs.  E.  H.  I'an  ana  rv.  "  ,bM  ume  m  Opium 
pTcLss  .for  the  Determination  of  Morphug  ^  P 
and  "Tincture  of  Opium,  »*&££-rf  Extraction." 
Estimation  of  Morphme-a  Method  01  * 

Huddersfleld  Cheats'  A*"»g*»'  -g^***^^ 

tion  and  inhabited-house- duty). 

I^er  C^"**'  A™t*%  Warner  Young (President 
Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  M.P..  «^-.«*Lf^j-  Mr   W   S.  Glyn- 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society)    and  M r  W- 
Jones,    barrister-aUa^     aio   cxp^  Marfifct  Hon 

Tickets  may  be  had  tiom  -vir.  wu. 
Secretary),  Infirmary  Square 


Tiel-ets  (2-.   each)  can  be  had  from  Mr   Herbert  S. 
rrt' ,  mnn   Secretan-)   19  Victoria  Road,  Surb.ton. 

Room)  on  Wednesday,  February  27,  at  7  tor  f.oU. 

tTe  annual  dinner  of  the  Peterborough  Chemists  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Peterboroug h  on  Feb- 
9i     A  mono-  those  who  have  promised  to  attend  are 

and  Mr  WS  Glvn- Jones.  Tickets  (4s.  each)  can  be  had 
from  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders  and  Mr.  John 
W.  Hall,  6  Long  Causeway. 


Wednesday,  February  13. 

"Wk  f  srsrs*  was  BfcvSSia 

"  Scheele."  ..  . 

Thursday,  February  14. 

W    at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 
^Sl^k^A^.^em^  Association,  White  Bull 
Mo+pI  TSlickbum.    Annual  dinner.  • 

;M  P     Mr  R  T  Roto^, S-Pre^dJnt  of  the 
Idris,  M.P.  ,  iV{riK:f;\  Mr  Walter  Hills,  Treasurer  of 

C^mmirci6  Tuckets" ?5*  each)  may.  be  had  from  Mr. 
W  R  Barnes,  10  Terrace  Road,  Plaistow,  E. 

SomeMr.aT7BPen\ley'  (Hon  Secretary),  Park  Pharmacy, 

Waters  of  Harrogate. 

Friday,  February  15.  . 

fJSSi  Assistant,  and  Alices'  Associa- 

tion.    Visit  to  Granton  Gas-works. 

Saturday,  February  16. 
Inter-pharmacy  Football  League,.  Matches :  Westminster 

Muter' s  ;  London  v.  Metropolitan. 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  junior  pharmacy  ball  will  be  held 

Southon  (Hon.  Secretary),  8  Leadenhall  Street,  .London,  JH.V- 
A  Pharmacy  whist-drive  has  been  arranged  to  be  he  d  m  the 

31  Chapel  Street,  Stonehouse. 

The  Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association  ^S*fSS*a 
whist  drive  for  February  20  at  the  Freemasons  Club,  Rich- 


Colleoe  IKtotes. 

;ss33si  lira 

the  winners.   ,   

prescription  problem. 


3  $,lr*t 


tor 


The  above  is  from  a  photograph  of  a  copy  of ^P»^§. 
ticn  which  was  written  by  a  leading  provincial  firm  ot 
dispeiTsing  chemists.   We  invite  subscribers  and  their  assis- 

popularity  is  so  great,  she  says  that- 

Milliners  besiege  me,  and  the  proprietors  of  diug-stoies 
encompass  me  about.  The  least  easy  to  escape  from  are 
the  drug-stores.    They  always  send  cole  cream 

Liy^^nV^ 

the  worst  01  a  »  uu»      believe  i  have  wasted  hours  m 

£L  bale  their  number  is  only  to  bo  calculated  by  algebra, 
f  imply  have  to  draw  the  line  somewhere,  otherwi&o  I 
should  ruin  both  my  outward  and  my  ^^Jffi 
willc  ibout  smothered  m  cosmetics  and  holding  someoooy.s 
eiSurhand  and  somebody  else's  cure  for  dyspepsia 
in  the  other. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  heard  pharmacists  say  that 
fcquenter  of  Edna  May  plays  are  their  most  lucrative  cus- 
tomers. They  invariably  suffer  from  nervous  prostration  and 
baldness. 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERM  S. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.    One  penny  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 

No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


APPARATUS. 

NITROUS-OXIDE  gas  apparatus,  celluloid  face-piece,  three-way 
stopcock,  one  50-gal.  cylinder;  price  £2,  or  best  offer, 
"  Dentist,"  108  Brixton  Road,  S.W. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

WHAT  offers?— "  Chemists'  Annual,"  1906  and  1907;  clean,  unused. 
Barb,  Chemist,  Gourock. 

KERNER'S  "  Natural  History  of  Plants,"  new  ;  cost  30*,,  2  volumes  ; 
what  offers?  Coopeb,  8  The  Avenue,  Newton  Abbot,  South  Devon. 

"  NOSTRUMS,"  a  pamphlet  giving-  the  composition  of  all  promi- 
nently advertised  patent  medicines  of  every  description  ;  Td.  post 
free,  P.O.  preferred.   II.  Marx,  Bain  Square,  Dundee. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

OVERSTOCKED. — One  barrel  (25  gal.)  Allen  &  Hanbury's  finest 
Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  1906,  68s.    Harbison,  Chemist,  Reading. 

A  FEW  cwts.  left,  .P.  French  chalk ;  J  cwt.,  3s.  bd.  ;  1  cwt.,  6s.  ; 
12  lb.  ol.  citrcnella;,  2s.  lb.  Waterhouse,  Broomhall  Street,  Shef- 
field. 

FOR  sale  (or  exchange  for  good  rotary  duplicator),  several  thousand 
poppy-heads ;  what  cash  offers?  in  large  or  small  quantities; 
samples  free.    Pledger,  Ely. 

BEST  cash  offers. — 2  oz.  pulv.  castor  her.,  II  oz.  veratrine,  1  lb.  extr. 
hamamelidis  liq.,  2  oz.  quinine  salicylas,  2  oz.  quinine  hydrobrom., 
3  oz.  podophyllin  resin.  Whaley,  155  High  Street,  Stoke  New- 
ington. 

OVERSTOCK,  cash  or  exchange  patents,  bism.  carb.,  subnit.,  quin. 
sulph.,  salicin,  coeain.  hyd.  and  pur.,  atrop.  sulph.,  codeia, 
chloroform,  ether,  ol.  mcnth.  pip.,  ext.  ipecac,  liq.,  protargol 
Daisy  powders,  and  few  oddments.  "  Chemist,"  45  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road. 

FORMULAE. 

NOTHING  pays  like  your  own  specialities ;  Lee's  100  practical 
recipes  contain  all  that  the  up-to-date  chemist  requires,  2s.  bd. 
post  free.    Lee,  Chemist,  Teddington. 

PHOTO-CHEMISTS. — Combined  tonmg-fixing  solution,  lovely  tones, 
easily,  cheaply  made,  splendid  selling  line ;  formula  and  hand- 
some specimen  print,  Is. ;  satisfaction  guaranteed.  Albert,  Rock 
House,  Clevedon,  Somerset. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

MICROSCOPE,  complete,  with  lens  and  12  slides;  useful  for  Minor 
student ;  £2  10s. ;  a  bargain.   Davies,  Chemist,  March. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

PAIR  20-in.  specie-jars,  2  carboys,  12  syrup  bottles  Hij,  12  syrup 
bottles  Hj,  and  few  ointment  jars.  "A.  B.,"  211  Queen's  Road, 
Peekham. 

MUST  be  sold. — Complete  shop-fittings,  with  several  bent  and  upright 
show  cases ;  bargain  to  clear.  Apply,  Foot,  Chemist,  6  Seven 
Sisters  Road,  Holloway. 

NO  reasonable  offer  refused. — 50  stoppered  shop-rounds,  gold  labelled, 
16  to  40  oz.,  including  9  stoppered  perfume-bottles,  burnt-in 
labels.    Whaley,  155  High  Street,  Stoke  Newington. 

BARGAINS  for  beginner  :  3  swan-neck  carboys,  36  in.  high,  2\  gals. ; 
marble  slab,  pill-machine,  15-gr.  suppository-mould,  dispensing- 
scales,  counter-scales,  shop-rounds,  2  bent-glass  counter-cases, 
2  desks  with  perfume  cupboards,  semicircular  wooden  stands, 
mirrors,  etc. ;  all  perfect.  Fitt,  Chemist,  15  St.  Stephen's  Road, 
Norwich. 

ENTIRE  mahogany  fittings  of  shop,  28  ft.  bv  16  ft.,  including 
150  drawers  (25  ft.),  wall-case,  with  lockers  (10  ft.),  perfume, 
counter  and  tooth-brush  cases,  scales,  Stokes's  till,  balance, 
glass  stands,  window  fitting,  square  outside  lamp,  syphon  truck, 
etc. ;  dental  show-case,  cabinets,  filling  instruments,  drills, 
trays,  amalgams,  spittoon,  White's  handpiece,  vulcaniser,  ladles, 
vice,  etc.   Call  after  9.30  a.m.,  38  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W. 


PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES, 

12  HOLLOWAY'S,  2  Haematogen,  1  Liquozone,  clean;  3  Hall's  re- 
newers,  3  Cockle's,  1  Carter's  nerve,  slightly  soiled ;  offers. 
Blount,  Chemist,  Newcastle-on-Tync. 

OFFERS  wanted  in  Iron-ox  capsuloids  or  Kaputine  for  Is.  lirf.  Ncw- 
skin,  Daisies,  and  l\d.  Dent's  toothache-gum ;  whole  or  part, 
carriage  paid.   Benson,  Chemist,  Barrow. 

AS  new,  latest  editions,  Watson's  "Physics, "  Perkin  and  Kipping' a 
"  Organic  Chemistry,"  7s.  fid. ;  in  good  condition.  IJreen's 
"Botany  '  (Vols.  1  and  2),  Wills's  "Chemistry,"  Wills'*  "  Velu- 
metric  Analysis,"  os. ;  what  cash  offers  for  whole  or  part?  Davies, 
Chemist,  March. 

SHARES. 

SHARES  for  sale.    See  p.  68. 

EVANS  SONS  LESCHER  &  WEBB,  LTD.,  six  5  per  cent.  £5  prefer- 
ence shares  for  sale,  £5  9s.  net.    125/27,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

4-CYVT.  platform  scales,  Avery's  newly  repaired,  57s.  6d.  deliver  d. 
Mayor,  Hightown,  Crewe. 

DENTAL  vulcaniser  and  accessories;  never  used.  H.  Grandison, 
14  Rona  Road,  London,  N.W. 

DENTAL  chair,  in  embossed  leather,  by  the  Havard  Co.,  Ohio; 
price  £j  I'Js. ;  cost  £2.0.    Ml  Houudtiill  Crescent.  Brighton. 

WATER-BED,  72  by  36,  £4,  or  near  offer;  Veedee  vibrator  (complete), 
bed-table,  back-rest;  what  offers?   Sampson,  Chemist,  Bath. 

WATER-BED,  27  by  24,  used  once,  found  unsuitable;  2  by  5  gal. 
pear-shaped  carboys;  offers  cash,  or  saleable  patents.  "  137)22, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

WHAT  offers?  2-pirit  percolator,  as  fig.  1948  Maw's  list:  also  two 
2-gal.  carboys,  pear  shape,  plain  stoppers.  "Carboy"  (139/23), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

SODA  fountain  for  sale ;  good  upright  counter  case  taken  in  part 
payment.  Can  be  seen  at  Spink's  American  Pharmacy,  27  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  W. 

SECOND-HAND  50s.  British  check-till,  set  14  dental  forceps,  includ- 
ing 3  plated,  also  mirror,  some  scarcely  used.  Offers  (or  would 
exchange  for  B  sparklets;,  Dent,  Oulton  Broad. 

OUTSIDE  Lucas  lamps,  2  400-c.p.  and  2  2C0-c.p.  ;  cost  £4  and  £6 
each ;  price  30s.  and  45s.  eacli ;  Pindar  rotary  pill-machine  and 
piping-press,  £3.   Ttjenee,  Market  Place,  Kilburn,  N.W. 

2  DOZ.  Is.  Mirella  gold  paint  (clean),  4s.  bd.  doz. ;  I  doz.  bd.  Queen 
Sheba  ditto,  is.  doz. ;  1  doz.  Is.  bU.  cue  cement,  4s.  bd. ;  1  doz.  Is. 
Avenue  gold  paint,  4s.  bd. ;  1  doz.  bd.  metallic  silver  paint, 
3s.  bd. ;  2  doz.  toilet-paper  holders,  2s.  doz.- ;  2  doz.  automatic 
disinfecting1  cylinders,  os.  eloz. ;  whole  or  part,  carriage  paid. 
Ridino,  Crookes,  Sheffield. 


WANTED. 

MIXING  and  sieving  machine  wanted.  "  Chemist,"  Reform  Works, 
Dudley. 

PLATINLM,  disused,  for  cash.  Write,  P.  Rowsell,  11  Crebor  Street, 
Dulwioh. 

THREE  1  or  2  gal.  percolators.  State  price  and  particulars,  112/5, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

CHECK-TILL  wanted,  good  condition.  Particulars  to  Eaedley, 
Glossop  Road,  Sheffield. 

MINOR  books,  chemists'  books,  for  cash  or  exchange.  Gower,  Book- 
seller, Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

BLICK  typewriter,  good  order;  also  small  roll-top  desk;  cheap. 
142/39",  Office  of  this  Paper. 

FORMULA  purchased,  hair,  skin,  complexion,  etc.  W.  Lewis, 
12  Shelden  Street.  London,  W. 

"CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST,"  January  5,  1907.  Send  flat  to 
"  S.  B."  (20/15),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

BRANNT'S  vinegar-making,  fruit-preserving  treatise.  1902  :  low  ;  im- 
mediate.   Barker,  Pharmacist,  Honiton. 

"YEAR-BOOK- OF  PHARMACY"  for  1903-4-5-6;  cheap  for  cash. 
Epwobth,  12  Little  Newport  Street,  W.C. 

CASE  of  spectacle-measuring  frames,  in  case  ;  case  small  for  display- 
ing spectacles;  cheap.    Sampson,  Chemist,  Bath. 

CHEAP. — Large  map  of  hemispheres,  picture  Of  cod-fishing  or 
sponge-diving, -  small  plates  medicinal  plants  or  animal'-  :  all 
coloured.    Rouse,  Chemist,  Hitchin. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

ADDRESS  of  Walsam.  Davey  &  Co.,  late  of  Regent  House,  Regent 
Street,  W.'    "  T.  A."  (20/50),  Office  of  this  Paper 
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